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1. TRzss. v. 23. 


The very God of Peace ſanttify you wholdy : 
And I pray God your whole Spirit and Sout 
and Body be preſerved bWameleſs unte the 
coming of our Lord Feſus Chriſt. | 


Anctification, or a State of Holineſs, ſig- 
nifies in general a Purſuit of virtuous 
Principles, the renouncing and denying the 
corrupt Appetites of human Nature, and a 
Compliance with the Demands of Religion 
and Conſcience. But the Prayer of the 
Apoſtle, in the Words which I have read to 
you, ſeems more particular in it's Wiſhes, 
and to deſign not only a State of Grace, but 
Growth and Improvement in it; imploring 
God's heavenly Influence upon the Minds of 


the Theſſalonians, that as they knew. bow 
ty aye vw wi AG God, ſo they 


Vor, II. 5" might 
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might advance from Strength to Strength, and 

abound more and more in all Virtue and God- 
St. Paul requires, 


1. That our Spirit Soul and Body be ſancti- 
fied, and mentions. | 


2. The Duration and Continuance of this 
Purification of our Nature, that we be pre- 
ſerved blameleſs unto the 1 of our rom 
Tf Grip. nn vim 


; The Apoſtle expreſſes himſelf, perhaps, 
after the Philoſophy of thoſe Times, which 
taught that Man conſiſted of three Parts, 
a pure Spirit, an ethereal Matter, which an 
illuſtrious + Ancient called the ſubtile Vehi- 
dle of the Soul, and a mortal or groſs Body. 
Whether by the Spirit was meant that ſpiri 


tual Principle of Intelligence that / thinks 
within us, 'and- diſtinguiſhes us from the 
Brute Creation; and by the Soul, that vi- 
tal Far which we enjoy in dons 5 7 
33 * 2 Pythagdras * 


Ga 


the Beaſts that ph the mung ** Senftion | 
and Self-motion ; ; without howeyer dwelling 
upon theſe Niceties of Diſtinction it is ſuf- 
fcient to. obſerve, that the Apoſtle by theſe 
different Expreſſions intended to denote 
the whole Syſtem of human Nature with all 
it's Faculties, Powers, and Operations. AC. 
cordingly the Spirit is ſanctified, when the 
Underſtanding is diſengaged from Error. and 
Prejudice, and knows how to diſtinguiſh be- 
tween Truth and F alſhood, between Good 
and Evil. The Soul alſo is in the ſame de- 
lrable State, when the Will rejects what is 
hurtful, and cleayes to what is ſerviceable to 
our true Intereſts , when our Inclinations 
ae duly governed, when our Paſſions 
ue obedient to Reaſon and F aith, when we 
ze habitually practiſed to repreſs: and re- 
rain them within the Bounds of Duty. 
The Body likewiſe is in the ſame holy Dif. 
poſition, when there is Nothing in our Ac- 
tons, in our Converſation, or in our Con- 
duct, but what is anſwerable to the Will of 
God, and to the Rules of Purity and Tem- 
perance. B 2 Reli- 
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; Religion is not ſatisfied by a partid 
Compliance. Tt 'is not ſufficient, that 
the Mind be ſtored and poſſeſſed with 


ſome good Notions and Principles, or the ü 
Will directed aright in ſome Inſtances of MI 5 
Duty, to refuſe certain Appetites, and ab- P 
ſtain from certain Sins, or to live in the Per. 
formance of any one particular Species of 
good Actions. But the whole Man in all Wl * 
the Parts and Abilities of his Nature, in his tt 
Thoughts and Intentions, in his Tnclinations, ou 
Actions, and Converſation, his whole Syiri he] 
Saul and Body, muſt be conformable to the Er 
Rules, and Leſſons of Religion. To amend tha 
a little the Outſide, to abftain from ſome Wi bu 
Things manifeſtly wicked, to praiſe ſome WI pc 
outward Duties, ſome Actions that have but WM fn. 
the Semblance of Piety ;---all this is no WY mats 


more than the Holineſs of the Phariſees, WM rinc 
who made clean the Outſide, but within ar tity : 
full of Extortion and Exceſs. (Matth. 23, impu 
25.) Such is the Religion of too many that 
call themſelves good Chriſtians, who har 

3 | al 


AK 8 


SERMON I. 3 
all the Form cf Godlineſs without any of tlic 
inward Spirit and Lite. But ben #iind Fal- 
lower of the pureſt Religion in the Warld,. 


chanſe firſs that which is within, and purify 
thy Heart.---If the Fountain be clear, the 


Streams that iſſue from it will partake of it's 
Purity. Au | LEA 


But, on the other hand, Jet us not think: 
with ſome modern Enthuſiaſts, that the Rec- 
titude of our Minds, and the Strength of 
our Faith is alone ſufficient to ſave us, ſuf- 
ficient even to make Vice Virtue, and change 
Evil into Good. They profeſs to believe 
that all depends on the Diſpoſitien of the 
Mind. Have but Faith, or rather a blaſ- - 
phemous Freſumption, and. thay canſt not 
fin, Guilty thou mayeſt be inderd uf the 
material Actions of Diſhoneſty, Intempe- 
rince, and filthy Luſts: But Faith will ſanc- 
tity all this, nor ſhall any Wickedneſs be 
imputed. Such are the ſacrilegious Doc- 
tines of mad or knaviſh Men, condemned 
04 — by che Apoſtle, who requires a 

blameleſs 


* 
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blameleſs Body as well as a believing Mind, 

and commands us to glorify God in our Bach 

er which are God's. 089 Cor. 
vi. 20.) * ö 


„ Requiſite in the Holineſs of 

Chriſtians relates to the Duration and . Conti- 
nuance of it,---that we be preſerved vag 
unto the moe 4 our * Foes Wee 


ede lime des of Chriſtian Du * 


Apoſtle gives us, (Philip. ii. 15.) where be 
exhorts the Philippians to be blameleſt and 
harmleſs, the Sons of God without Rebuke ; and 
in this Epiſtle to the Theſſalonians he be- 
ſeeches God to fabliſh their Hearts 'unblame- 
able in Holineſs * God even the Father. 
(a ü. v. 13.) ; 


But is not this an hard Saying, and an im- 
practicable Demand? Can it be poſſible for 
Creatures ſo weak and imperfect as we are 
to live blameleſs, to preſerve our  Innocency 


from all Spot and Blemiſh, and to ſtand 


without 
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without Rebuke before the infinitely pure God? 
This is the common Pretence for rejecting 
every Exhortation to Perfection, and deſerves 
therefore to be carefully examined. 


The Apoſtle doubtleſs is fincere and in 
earneft, when he requires this Degree of Pu- 
rity in thoſe that name the Name of Chriſt. It 
is the ſubject of his Prayers to the infinite 
God, and therefore unqueſtionably a ſerious | 
Duty; and not impoſſible likewiſe, ſince a 
wiſe and good Man, as St. Paul certainly | 
was, would never pray for Impoſſibilities. 
And yet it is too true likewiſe on the other 
hand, that there is not a juſt Man that dwelleth 
won the Earth, and ſinneth not. Allowed In- 
fimities there are, from which human In- 
tegrity is never free. After our moſt dili- 
gent Endeavours in the Race of Virtue 
there will be Lapſes, there will be Inad- 
* vertencies, there will be Surpriſes,” Let 
us therefore enquire what the Scripture 


mens in tho Pies, wn are not a 
a few 
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for in wich i commu wt en 


1 ſer. to vita Sincerity, and Growth, 
and Perſeverance in Piety are evidently ne. 
ceſſary. We are then without Blame, when 
God, that fearches the Heart, fees that we act 
fincerely ; when the ruling Principle of our 
Minds-is an unfeigned Deſire and ſteady Re- 
folution to do his Will, flowing from a ſo- 
vereign Love of God, that gives him the 
Preference to every other Affection. The 
blametefs, as a ſenſible 4 Writes deſcribes che 
righteous Man, is one, who loves © his Du- 
e ty above all Things, who fears God, and 
« oſchews Evil, whom no Allurement of 
« worldly Pleaſure, Profit, or Honour, no 

Fear of worldly Loſs, or Suffering, can per. 
ec ſuade to deſert his Duty, to act againſt his 
“ Conſcience, or wilfully and deliberately to 
< tranfgreſs any known Law of God; nat 
the Man who is entirely free from Failings, 
< which, ſtrictly ſpeaking, may be called fin- 
* Abernetby's Sermons on various Subjects, Vol, I. p. 259. 

ful, 
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« ful, and who never in the Courſe of his 
Life has by Ignorance, or Surpriſe, been 
drawn into thoſe indeliberate Actions, 
« which upon a Review he cannot juſtify.” 
For if this indeed were the Senſe of being 
blameleſs before God, who could pretend 
to it ? But it has pleaſed God graciouſly to 
accept of Man upon lower” and eaſier 
Terms, upon the Terms of true © Sin- 
« cerity, upon a ruling Principle and Pur- 
« poſe of Heart to do his Will” ſhewn © by 
* the Fruits of Piety, Temperance, and 
« Charity” 1 eee in our 
a Lives.” | 


But Mo Growth and Improvement in 
Religion are the natural Offspring of Since- 
rity, What iſſues from the Heart is alive 
and vigorous, and contented with nothing 
that is ſhort of all poſſible Perfection. This 
engages the whole Man, and actuates all the 
Powers of Body, Soul, and Spirit. Obſerve 
in the Concerns and Ambitions of the pre- 
ent Life how the ruling Principle exerts 

Wee WERE 
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iel Oppoſed, as it may be now and then, 
in leſſer Inſtances, and by under Paſſions, 
yet in general it preyails, directs and ſhape: 
the whole Conduct, and tends regularly to 
it's deſigned Iſſue. The Paſſions habitually 
ſubmit to it's ſvay. 25 o one it ſays go, and it 
goeth ; to another come, and it cometh. Every 
Rivulet of. Inelination mixes with the Prin- 
cipal Stream, and ſtrengthens the general 
Current. Such is the Caſe in Religion like- 
wile, when a ſincere Love of God and Good. 
nels has the Aſcendant in the Heart, And of 
this the great Apoſtle St. Paul was himſelf 
a very eminent Example. Good as he was 
alteady, his whole Study and Endeavour 
was to become better. Not contented, with 
any determinate Meaſure and Degree of Vu 
tue, and, much leſs to have juſt paſt, the Line 
that diſtinguiſhes between a good and . bad 
Character, he was Kill. haſtening forwards 
with eager and, inceſſant Efforts, fergettin 
theſe. Things which are Zebind, as he de 


ſeribes the reſtleſs Ardor of his religious Sin- 
cexity, and rea ching 77 orward unto thoſe Things 


_ which 


S E R M-O N I. 11 


— 
- 


Jeſs 


The fincere and blameleſs Chriſtian not 
only grows in Virtue, bur perſeveres.in it, 
lives now and always in the faithful Diſcharge 
of his Duty, and continues, as he vowed in 
lis baptiſmal Dedication of himſelf, Chrif's 
faithful Soldier and Servant unto his Life's End. 


ous Title, unleſs we perſiſt ſteadily and with- 
out interruption in a Courſe of good Works, 


and a ſtrict Adherence to virtuous and religi- 


fare, and deſerts the Banners of the Captain 
if bis Salvation, far from being blameleſs, 
deſerves the ſevereſt Cenſures of Infamy and 
Suffering. How can we be preſerved pure, 
if we renounce our Purity, if after due have 
eſcaped the Pollutions of the World, wwe are 
again entangled therein. Piety is not only a 
conſiſtent but an enduring Principle. For- 

C2 Aaken 


I PD EAT = wax S & OT 
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which are before, Ipreſs towards ihe Mark fer 
the Prize of . the high Calling 47 Cod in Chrif | 


By no means are we deſerving of this glori- 


uniformly governed by an honeſt Conſcience, 


ous Principles. He that abandons his War- 


— — — — 
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ſaken it may be indeed; but the Obedience, 
which God will accept and reward, is that 
which perſeveres to the End. Can we be 
found blameleſs at the coming of our Lord Ye. 
ſus Chriſt, if we do not always exerciſe our. 
ſelves to have a Conſcience void of Offence. 
Bleſſed is that Servant alone, whom his Lord 
when he cometh ſhall find ſo doing. (Matt. xxiv, 
46.) Tr is the Iſſue of a religious Life that 
is to determine our everlaſting Fate. Eternal 
Life is promiſed to thoſe only, who by a 
patient Continuance in well doing ſeek far 
Glory, Honour, and Immortality. (Rom. 
2, 7.) T7 


Now the very God of Peace ſan#ify you 
wholly. From him it is that we recene 
thoſe Succours of Grace, that muſt enable us 
to fight the good Fight of Faith, and endure 
to the End. And in the Fulneſs of this Per- 
ſuaſion we find the Apoſtle' elſewhere ex- 
horting us to come boldly unto the Throw of 
Grace, that we may obtain Mercy, and find 
Grace to help in Time of Need. (Heb. . 16.) 
God 


S ERA UNI # 


Godis not only the Fountiin of all Goodnels, 


but ready to give, and willing to diſtribute; 
that imparteth to all Men liberally, and up- 
braideth not, Nor is this an enthuſiaſtic 
Notion, but what ſober Reaſon approves and 
dictates. Can it be doubted, whether God, 
in whole Hand are the Hearts of all Men, can- 
not act upon the Soul as he does upon the 
Body, excite good Thoughts, and pious, 
virtuous Motions, fix the Inconſtancy of 
our Minds, heal the Capriciouſneſs of our 
[maginations, ſuſpend the Force of Preju- 
dice and Paſſion, awaken the Conſcience, 
and perſuade the Heart? This has ever been 
the Faith of Chriſtians. And if we reflect 


on the extreme Corruption of Men, on the 


common Inefficacy of Reaſon, and of fu- 
ure Hopes and Fears to reclaim them, it 
may be thought, that this exciting, auxiliary 
Grace is no more than proper and neceſſary 
tor the Recovery of a Sinner. And though 
the Manner, in which God's Spirit aſſiſts and 
cooperates with our own, is above our Com- 
prehenſion, yet ought not this to be any Ob- 

jection 
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jection to the Reality of this heavenly Influ- 
ence. Is it not reaſonable to think, that Spi- 
rit may act on Spirit, as well as Body on 
Spirit ? Cannot a wiſe and good Man by 
the Miniſtry of our Senſes convey good and 
virtuous Notions, and impreſs them ſtrong. 
ly on our Minds? And can that which ls 
poſſible to Men be impoſſible with God? Ml 
Cannot God, who has embodied us in Mat. 
ter ſtill influence the Soul through it's Co- 
vering of Fleſh ? Or are the other Avenues 
of the Underſtanding barred againſt him? 
He that made the Eye and Ear can un- 
doubtedly affect the Soul without uſing thoſe 
Canals of Senſation appointed ſolely for our 
Intercourſe with each other, but by no means 
intended, or capable of hindering God's im- 
mediate Acceſs to and Influence upon our 


Let us therefore according to the men- 
tioned Direction of the Apoſtle come bull 
ty unto the Throne of Grace, petitioning for 


ourſelves, and interceding after St. Paul's 
| Example 
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Example for our Brethren, that the God of 
Peace would ſanctiſy us wholly. And great 
Reaſon have we to be diligent in this Duty 
of Prayer; for this Confidence have we in 
God founded in the expreſs Declarations of 
Scripture, that, if we aft any Thing according 
to bis Will, be heareth us. (x. John v. 14.) 


Now this is Yhe Will of God, even our Santi. 
feation : (1. Theſſ. iv. 3.) And conſtant, fer- 


vent Prayer for our Growth and Perſeverance 
in Holineſs, we may be confident, will be 
ted in Heaven, and rewarded with thoſe 
preſent Succours of Grace- which we want, 
and with an infinitely glorious Recompence 
if we improve them. Faithful is he that call. 


9h you, ah alſo cvill do it. (1. Theſſ. v. 24.) 


f we invoke the Father f Lights to reſcue 
us from every material Error,---the Father of 
Mercies to pardon our Sins,---and the God of 
all Conſolation to relieve our Diſtreſſes, we 
may be aſſured, that all Things ſooner or later 
will work togother for good to thoſe that love 


rod ;---that as. he withholdeth no good Thing . © 


from them that live a godly Life, ſo will he re- 
fuſe 
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fuſe no Degree of Grace neceſſary for us to 
our ſincere and conſtant Prayers for It, 
It is indeed the Duty of thoſe, who are Em. 
baſſadors in Chriſt's Stead, to be earneſt and 
frequent in their Prayers for God's Bleſſing 
on thoſe that are committed to their Charge. 
And God forbid that we ſbould fin againſt ile 
Lord in ceaſing to pray for you.----But, on the 
other hand, remember the Apoſtle's Exhortz- 
on to his Theflalonians,---Brethren, pray for us, 
Strive, we beſeech you, in your Prayers to 
God for us. Let us, each for himſelf and 
for one another, in Faith and Charity, be be- 
ſeech the God of Peace to ſanctiſy us wholh, 
and pray God that our whole Body Soul ana 
Spirit be preſerved blameleſs unto the coming 10 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 


Lokk, vii. 20. 


411 thou be that ſpould come, er look we 
for another ? 


F H E Words are a Queſtion of the Diſ- 
ciples of John put to our Saviour by 

the Direction of their M aſter. There was 
a the Time, when this Queſtion was aſked, 
a general Expectation in the World of ſome 
extraordinary Revolution to happen in it, 
which Heathen Writers have recorded without 
underſtanding it's Meaning. But among the 
Jews the current Perſuaſion was, that the 
Fulneſs of Time was at hand, when God was 
to ſend forth the Meſſiah. Upon ſome mira- 
culous Operations performed by Jeſus of 
D Naza- 
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Nazareth, a Rumour of himwent forth through- 
out all Judea, and the Diſciples of John 5 
ſhewed him of all theſe Things. Whereupon 0 
the Baptiſt for the Satisfaction of his Diſ- f 
ciples ſends two of them to Jeſus, ſaying, 
art thou he that ſhould come, or look wwe for 
another? Inſtead of a direct Anſwer our Sa- 
viour bids them go and tell John what Thing 
they had ſeen and heard, how that the blind 
ſee, the lame walk, the Lepers are cleanſed, 
the deaf hear, the dead are raiſed, to the pour 
the Goſpel is preached. As if he had faid: 
----Compare theſe miraculous Works with 
that Prophecy of the Meſſiah, (Ifa. XXXV, 
4, 5, 6. & Ixi. 1.) where theſe Works are 
made to denote his Perſon and his Appear- 
ance, and then judge, and anfwer your Queſ- 
tion yourſelves, whether the manifeſt Com- 
pletion of this Prophecy, and it's punctual 
Accompliſhment in my Character, does not 
moſt evidently decide and determine, that! 
am (the ; 5 2p9royueres) that Prophet at this 
Time ſo generally expected, to come int the 
Forld.. 
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The Text with our Saviour's Anſwer im- 
plies and contains this Truth, which I ſhall 
endeavour to illuſtrate ;---that Miracles are 
the Credentials of our Saviour's Miſſion, 
and give clear and 1lluſtrious Evidence of 
his being a Teacher ſent from God,---In- the 


Progreſs of my Diſcourſe I ſhall therefore 


1,---Shew, that a Series of wonderful un- 
conteſted Operations, manifeſtly - above and 
beyond the Powers of Nature, do plainly 


demonſtrate a Perſon to be divinely com- 


miſſioned and a Teacher ſent from God: And 


2,---Enquire into the Uſe and Neceſſity of 
this kind of Evidence. 10 


Now the Force of the Argument conſiſts 


in this; that Miracles being above, and be- 
yond the Powers of Nature, a Series of ſuch 
ſupernatural Events is a Proof of ſome ſu- 
pernatural Interpoſition, which muſt imme- 


diately or ultimately be referred to God. 
For though there are, doubtleſs, many Be- 


D mgs 
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ings inveſted with natural Powers far aboy: 
what we ſee belonging to Man; yet the 
Powers of theſe Beings are certainly limited, 
as well as thoſe of Man, neither have they: 
lawleſs Exerciſe of theſe Powers, but ar 
certainly reſtrained within the Limits which 
the great Oreator has enacted, and which ar 
deſigned by what we call the Laws of Na. 
ture. To imagine that theſe Beings are en. 
abled with a diſcretionary Uſe of \natural 
Powers to over-rule and trample upon the 
Jaws of Nature, and to diſturb that Order 
Wich the Wiſdom of God has plantel, 
ſhocks and contradicts our Notions of Sub- 
ſerviency and Subjection, in which all Or. 
ders and Ranks of Beings, both good and bad, 
muſt be ſuppoſed to be placed by the great 
Author and Fountain of all Order and Ex 
ſence, From hence we are warranted w 
conclude, chat deen aral 


Eo The firſt Verle « of the thirteenth Chapter of 8 
ſeems to intend a Sign or Wonder of Prophecy, ſomething ſbrews- 
by conjeured, or alvdntirouÞly feriteld, here . 
ven fies the Treaaien.! 2 A 

Oper 
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Operations manifeſtly ſhew the Finger of God: 
And we may as juftly infer, that our bleſſed 
Saviour acted by a divine Appointment from 
the mighty Wonders which he performed, 
as that God was the Creator of the World 
may be deduced from the ſtupendous Beau- 
ty, Order, and Magnificence of the Uni- 
verſe. The mighty Works which our Sa- 
viour performed were above all the Powers 
of Nature. Bad Angels could not work 
them without God's Permiſſion, and «would 
not exert them in a Cauſe, that moſt evi- 
dently oppoſed every Intereſt and Inclina- 
tion of evil Angels. Good Angels, if they 
ated in this Caſe, muſt act by the ſpecial 
Direction of that God, who can neither de- 
ceive nor be deceived. In either View there- 
fore we gather this ſure Concluſion, that a 
Series of miraculous and unconteſted Ope- 
rations, manifeſtly above and beyond the 
Powers of Nature, do plainly ſhew a Perſon 
to be divinely commiſſioned, and 4 Teacher 
ſent from God. | 6 


But 
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But what mall we ſay then of Miracles 
that have been wrought by Perſons, who ei- 
ther were Aliens from the Chriſtian Cauſe, 
or of doubtful Character, or for Purpoſes 


unbecoming and unworthy of God's Inter. 
poſition? As to ſuch Miracles, moſt of 
| them are generally acknowledged to be fabu- 
lous and groundleſs ; and the reſt are not 
ſupported by reaſonable Authority, being 
done in Corners, without proper Witneſſes 
to prove the Facts, and were none of them 
profeſſedly wrought in Atteſtation of any 
Doctrines, or to prove a Revelation that 
claimed to be received as coming from God. 
F abulous Miracles deſerve no Conſideration; 
and ſuch as pretend to the Authority of hiſ- 
torical Evidence it will be Time enough. to 
conſider, when that Evidence i is producel. 
< Suppoſe”, ſays a learned Prelate, there were 
« the like hiſtorical Evidence for Miracles 
* which are on all Hands acknowledged to 
be fabulous, to what there js for thoſe al- 
* ledged in Proof of Chriſtianity, which yet 
« is in no wiſe allowed, but ſuppoſe this, the 


« Conſe- 
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Conſequence would not be, that the Evi- 
« dence of the latter is not to be admitted. 
Nor is there a Man in the World who in 
« common Caſes. would conclude thus. For 
« what would ſuch Concluſion really amount 
« to, but this, that Evidence confuted by 
« contrary Evidence, or any Way overba- 
« Janced, deſtroys the Credibility of other 
Evidence, neither confuted, nor overba- 
« Janced, To argue, that becauſe there is, 
« if there were, like Evidence from Teſti- 
«* mony for Miracles acknowledged falſe, as 
* for thoſe in Atteſtation of Cc hriſtianity, 
« therefore the Evidence in the latter Caſe 
* is not to be credited; this is the ſame as 
* to argue, that if two Men of equally 
good Reputation had given Evidence in 
« different Caſes no Way connected, and one 
* of them had been convicted of Perjury, 


this confuted the Teſtimony of the 
* other,” | 


It may therefore be reaſonably believed, 
s it is fufficiently proved, that miraculous 
{ Biſhop Butler's Analogy, &c, Part 2, Chap, vii, Page 247 & 


48, Quo, Edit, 
7k Opera- 
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Operations publicly and unqueſtionably 
wrought, and wrought to give Credit to any 
Perſon or Doctrine declared to proceed fm 
God, (if ſuch Doctrine be not unreaſonable 
in irſelf, nor the Miracles confronted and 
confuted dy greater Miracles, or in other 
Words, if there be Nothing in the Matter of 
the Revelation, that is evidently contrary tu 
the Principles of natural Religion, nor to 
any former Revelation, which Rath already 
received a a greazer and more ſolemn Atteſta. 


tion from Heaven,) do fully, reſtfy what they 
are alledged to prove ; „ and conſequently 


that no Deduction of Reaſon, nor Maxim 
of Philoſophy 1 is more certain, than that Je 


ſus of Nazareth, who produced theſe Cre- 
dentials, was what he claimed to be confi- 


dered, a Teacher * God. es 


7414 1 


| "Bur will Miracles — 5 wa 4 iT, 121. 
from God, who publiſhes Doctrines unwor. 
thy of God? Qr if the Doctrines are eyi- 
dently reaſonable and juſt in them/elwes, when 
is the Want, or what is the Service of this 
W553 
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ſuperfluous Evidence, that proves what is 
already acknowledged, and gives Teſtimony 
where the Reaſon was before ſufficiently clear 
and certain,? This leads me 


POT, enquire into the Uſe and Neceſlity 
o this miraculous Evidence. 


If the Evidence of Miracles can in any 
Caſe be deemed uſeleſs or unneceffary, it 
muſt be with regard to the derben or 
the Law of Nature. This Law was oubt- 
ſs prior to the Chriſtian Revelation, or the 
Law of Moſes, taking it's Date from the 
Creation of. Man, and being enacted i in our 
very Nature, and therefore imagined by the 
Adverſaries of Revelation, as ſufficiently | 
certain, and wanting no new Enforcement 
or Explanation. What Reaſon unenlighten- 
« and unaſſiſted could. do. in tracing and ex- 
planing this Law is a Thing of too exten 
five Conſideration for this Place, and diſſi- 


cult to pronounce vpon. What it did ef- 
k& 1s well known, and very far from prov- 
E ing 
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ing a further Revelation to be uſeleſs. 11 b 
certain in fact, that ſome moral Truths were 
aft, and others depraved under the Conducd 
of this natural Guide; and that the Belief of 
the one true God, which lies at the Found. 
tion of all genuine Theiſm and natural Re. 
ligion, was almoſt univerſally extinguiſhed, 
Men had changed the Truth of God into a Liz, 
and worſhiped and ſerved the Creature am 
than the Creator. And this unnatural Wor- 
ſhip produced it's uſual Offspring of unn: 
tural and vile AfeFions. Such was the un- 
happy Fate of unaided human Reaſon, wi 
ful enough, no doubt, to leave Men with- 
out Excuſe, and yet weak enough to defervc 
the Compaſſion and Support of the Father 
of Mercies, and to make a further Diſpenſe 
tion neceſſary to guide Men into all mori 
Truth, and encourage and ſupport them u 
the conſcientious Practice of it. Far be i 
from any Preacher of Truth to vilify hu- 
man Reaſon, which is the Candle of the Larl, 
and by which we are to be directed where: 
ever it gives Light, But let me aſk the 
+ greateſ 
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greateſt Idolizer of this natural Light, whe- 
ther in fact Religion was at firſt reaſoned out. 
The whole of Hiſtory and Tradition makes 
for the other Side, that it came into the 
World by Revelation, If Reaſon ever ma- 

nifeſted the whole Scheme of Virtue, where 
was this Scheme propoſed ? Which of all 

the antient Moraliſts ſhall we conſult for this 

atire Syſtem of Duty? If the Law of Na- 
ue drawn out into all it's Branches of 
Obligation, and comprehending the whole 
cle of moral Virtue, be a merely Utopian 
ancy, that never exiſted in fact, till taught 
id explained by Revelation; then as Reve- 
ton was neceſſary, ſo was the Evidence of 


cles to witneſs the Divinity of that Re- 
lation, 


enſa- 
noral 
m in 
be it 
7 by- 


Thus then Miracles have their Ufe 
h regard to the Law of Nature con- 
red even as a. Matter of Speculation. 
t conſidering natural Religion on the ſide 
Lari, kractice there is no Queſtion to be made, 
phere- her the Teſtimony of Miracles be not 
the ay uſeful. For ſuppoſe a Perſon to 
atelt | E 2 | teach 
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teach natural Religion to a Nation, that had 
lived in Ignorance or Forgetfulneſs of it, and 
to declare himſelf commiſſioned by God ſo 
to do: Suppoſe him in proof of his Com. 
miſſion to foretel Things future, which no 
human Sagacity and Foreſight could har 
gueſſed at, to calm the Rage of Tempeſt; 
with a Word, to feed great Multitudes with 
Bread from Heaven, to cure all Manner cf 
Diſeaſes, and to raiſe the dead, even himſlf 
to Life again : Would not this give extra 
ordinary and additional Credibility to hi 
Teaching, and be an authoritative Public 
tion, or new Proof of the Law of Nature! 


It would, as the aforeſaid judicious Write 
has obſerved, be à practical one of the firny- 


gft kind, perhaps, which human Creature 
are capable of receiving. This wondetfu 
Diſplay of Power would be an immediat 
Teſtimony from Heaven, that Virtue | 
God's Law, and would impart new Forcet 
that awful Expectation, which even Natu 
furniſhes, that God will finally judge #4 
World in Righteouſneſs, and render ta all i 
cording to their Works, W 
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Put Chriſtianity is much more than a Re- 
publication of natural Religion. It contains 
a Diſpenſation of Things not at all diſeo- 
verable by Reafon ; and in this View of 
the Matter we fee diſtin& and particular 
Reaſons for Miracles, to give Mankind In- 
ſtruction additional to that of Nature, and 
to atteft the Truth of it. We experience 
in fact, that vicious Inclinations ſpring up 
very early, and take deep Root in our 
Minds, which often end in engrafted Ha- 
bits of Wickedneſs. And Scripture repre- 
ſents this State of Mankind as a State of 
Ruin, Reafon prompts this Truth dreadful 
to guilty Creatures, that God is of purer Eyes 
than to behold Iniquity with Approbation. But 
Revelation teaches us, that the fupreme Be- 
ing, who in his Wrath thinks on Mercy, will 
not be extreme to mark what is done amiſs, but 
has appointed a new and gracious Dif- 
penſation to be carried on by his Son 
and Spirit for the Recovery and Salvation 
of Mankind ; that he has in his infinite 
Good- 


30 SERMON II. 


Goodneſs condeſcended to enter into a new 
Covenant with his fallen Creatures, by 
which he ſtipulates, that if we believe in 
Jeſus Chriſt as the Son of God, who gave 
his Life for the Propitiation of our Sins; 
if we believe, that the holy Spirit is our 
Guide and Sanctifier, and live in Obe- 
dience to that Revelation, which by his 
Inſpiration he enabled holy Men to leave us 
in the Scriptures ;---upon theſe Terms G od 
has promiſed to reward our patient Continu- 


' ance in wwell-doing with immortal Happineſs. . 


And to teach us the Reverence and Love we 
owe to the Son and Holy Ghoſt as well as to 
God the Father Almighty, the Gratitude due 
to the Redeemer of our Souls from Death, 


and the awful Fear of grieving the Holy Spi- 


rit whereby wwe are ſandtiſed and ſealed to the 
Day of Redemption ; for theſe Ends the bleſſed 
Jeſus, though the Brightneſs of his Father's 
Glory, and the expreſs Imags of his Perſon, 


took upon him the Form of a Servant; and yet 


in this mean Diſguiſe he aſſerted a Power 
ſuperior to that of Nature, cured all Man- 
ner 


SERMON It at 


ner of Diſtempers with a Word, command- 
ed the Wind and the Sea to be obedient to 
him, walked upon the Water, fed many 
thouſands with a few Loaves and Fiſhes, 
caſt out Devils, and raiſed the Dead. - This 
ſtupendous Exerciſe of a Power fo far above 
and beyond the Courſe of Nature- was a 
moſt illuſtrious Evidence that he was indeed 
the Son of God; an Evidence abundantly ſuf- 
ficient to ſatisfy every well diſpoſed Mind 
that is a ſincere Lover of Truth, and enough 
to leave the Unbeliever without Excuſe. 


And here then let us ſeriouſly conſider to 
what Purpoſe, and for what End, God was 
manifeſt in the Fleſb by ſuch a Series of Mi- 
racles, and the Chriſtian Religion hath ſuch 
evident Marks of Divinity upon it. It was 
to ſhew us by this Expence of Wonders 
the infinite Importance of Chriſtianity, and 
the unſpeakable Danger of neglecting it. 
It was to bring Life and Immortality to Light, 
and aſſure us of what Reaſon could give no 
Certainty at all, that the grand Diſtinction 

between 


32 S E R MON II. 


between the righteous and the wicked ſhall 
be made at the End of this World; that each 
ſhall ben receive according to his Deſerts. 
Reaſon did, as it well might, conclude that 
it ſhould, finally and upon the whole, Je 
well with the righteous, and ill with the 
wicked. But it is Matter of mere Revelz. 
tion, that this Life only as the accepted Tim: 
aud Dey of Salvation, that if we do not here 
acquire thoſe Virtues and Graces, which are 
to qualify us for Heaven, and be our Pal 
port to it, all after attempts will have no 
Efficacy nor Succeſs. After Death be that 
is filthy will be filthy ftill, and he that is un- 
righteous will be unrighteous ſtill, irreco- 
verably fixed in a State of moral Diſorder, 
and doomed i in natural Conſequence to the 
Anguiſh of the Worm that never dies, and 
the Fire that never [ball be quenched. | And et 
this have it's juſt, Weight upon our Minds 
Let us reflect upon this amazing Myſtery, 
that Ged, 050 at ſundry Ti ines aud in divers 
Mauners ſpake to us in Times Pal by the Pre- 


bete, ſhould in the loft Days ſpeak unto us by 
bis 
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his Sou. Aſt now of the Days that are paſt, 
which were before us, ſince the Day that God 
created Man upon the Earth, and aſk from the 
ce Side of Heaven unto the other, whether 
lere hath been any ſuch Thing as this great 
Thing is, or hath been heard like it, that God 
indeed appeared among Men, and was ma- 
nifeſt in the Fleſh ; as is evident by Signs and 
Wonders and mighty Deeds, by Voices from Hea- 
den, by Chriſt's Reſurre&tion from the Dead, 
and all the other Witneſſes, which have teſ- 
tified this Truth unto the World. Aſk 
again, hath God ever aſſured Men of any 
Thing by ſo many and ſuch evident Teſti- 
monies as accompanied our bleſſed Saviour. 
Unto us it was ſhewn, that we might know, 
that Jeſus is the Lord, and befide him there is 
1 other, Out of Heaven he hath made us to hear 
bis Voice that he might inſtru us; (Deut. iv. 
36.) and upon Earth he hath ſbewed us his 
great Wonders, that every Tongue might con- 
feſs that Feſus is the Lord to the Glory of God 
the Father. Believe it therefore, that we 
muſt obey the Commands of this wonder- 


Vor. II. F ful ; 
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ful Prophet, or rein; we muſt E to 
his Voice, or forfeit all Hopes of the Deli. 
verance which he promiſes, For what wil 
become of us; if the beſt Inſtitution in the 
World, God's laſt attempt for our Welfare, 
his ultimate Offer of Mercy, the bleſſed Goſpe 
of the Son of God, be not ſufficient to make 
us. good, and fit to be partakers of the Inhe- 
ritance of the Saints? If the Word ſpoken h 
Angels, if the Law of Moſes was ſtedfal, 
and every Tranſgreſſion and Diſobedience 
received a juſt Recompence of Reward ; bu 
ſhall we eſcape, what Poſſibility is there of 
Mercy, what Source of Hope, or Refug: 
from Deſpair, if we neglect ſo great Salvatin, 
 vbich at firſt began to be ſpoken by the Lark, 
and was confirmed unto us by them that bear 
him, Cod alſo bearing them Witneſs wit 
Signs and Wonders, and with divers Miracts 
and Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt ? May the bleſſed 
and glorious God, the Father, Son, and Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, afford us Grace not to neglect it, 
and enable us to give the moſt earneſt Hie ts 
the Things we have heard, and to work out our 
Salvation with Fear and Trembling, 


SER- 
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PHILLIPPIANS iv. g. 
| The Lord is at Hand. 


T HE great Expectation of the Meſſiah 
at the Time when our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt appeared in the World ſhews undeni- 
ably, that there muſt have been ſome ex- 
preſs Revelation from God foretelling this 
great Event, and limiting the Time of his 
Appearance, which by their Manner of 
computing the Jews underſtood to be almoſt 
expired at that Fulneſs of Time, when, as 
the Goſpels inform us, God ſent forth bis Son 
born of a Woman. | As this Expectation muſt 
have ariſen from the Prophecies concerning 

F 2 the 
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the Meſſiah, and cannot otherwiſe be ac. 
counted for than by ſuppoſing ſuch Predic. 
tions given in the ſacred Writings of the 
Jews, and univerſally underſtood to deſign 
and foretel his Coming, it may be no unſe. 
ſonable, and, J hope, no unuſeful Subjet 
of Meditation to conſider 


1---How general theſe Hopes and Expec- 
tations were at the Time of our bleſſed Sz 
viour's firſt Appearance : And 


2---What awful Reaſons we have to ei. 
pect likewiſe, that the ſame Jeſus, who once 
came into the World to redeem, ſhall com 


again to judge it, 


For indeed this was not the vain Belief of 
a few warm Enthuſiaſts, nor the Perſuaſion 
only of thoſe deyout Perſons, who ſpake of 
our bleſſed Lord to ſuch as Jooked for Rt 
demption in Iſrael. It was not a Notion that 
_ prevailed only among the loweſt of the Peo- 
ple, who believed that the Kingdom of Gi, 

| Jo 0 
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by which they meant the Kingdom of the 
Meſſiah, ſhould immediately appear. It was, 
in truth, the mature Judgment of thoſe, 
who were believed to be the wiſeſt and beft, 
The chief Prieſts, the Scribes, the learned in 
their Law, they who had Ne the Scriptures 
their Study, and were he ¶ ¶ che higheſt Efti. 
mation for their Knowletlge and Skill in 
them, all theſe were unanimouſly in the ſame 
Hope ; an Hope, that was univerſally che- 
riſhed by the whole Jewiſh Nation. Unto 
this Promiſe the twelve Tribes, inſtaniiy ſerv- 
ing God Day and Night, in full Belief of it's 
future Verification, and with earneſt Prayers 
for it's Accompliſhment, hoped to come, as 
St. Paul told Agrippa, who wanted neither 
Ability, nor Inclination to contradict him, 
had he told him untruly. 


The Samaritans likewiſe, how much ſo- 
ever at variance with the. Jews in other 
Points of Religion, agreed with them how- 
ever in this common Expectation of a Re- 
deemer, and that his Advent was at hand. 
Ino 
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I know that Maſſias cometh, who is called 
Chriſt, ſaid the Woman of Sichar, in which 
ſhe expreſſed, no doubt, both her own Hopes, 
and the Expectation of her Nation. An 
Expectation not confined to the Jews and 
Samaritans, but fj moreover wide among 
the Gentiles, and diſſeminated as far as the 
People of the Eaſt, from which Quarter the 
wiſe Men, or Magi, at the Sight of an unyſual 
Star reſorted to Jeruſalem to worſbip him !--- 
Nor were they of the Roman Empire Stran- 
gers to this Expectation, however derived 
to them. In the moſt celebrated of their 
Poets you have a Deſcription of the happy 
Times, that ſhould follow the Birth of. this 
expected Perſon, in Words and Images that 
bear a moſt ſtriking Reſemblance to thoſe, 
which we read in the Prophets of the Jewiſh 
Nation. + Suetcnius, one of their Hiſto- 


+ Percrebuerat Oriente toto vetus et conſtans Opinio; eſſe 
in Fatis ut eo tempore Judea profecti rerum potirentur. C. 
Suet. Tranq. in Veſpas. Lib. 8. Sea. 4: Page 735 Edit. Var. 


t Fata doth often \ Gignify 4 eg the Reſponſes of the 
Sybils, which he elfewhere call; Libri Fatales. 


\ rians 
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rians, Mentions it as an antient and conſtant 
Perſuaſion, that © from Judea ſhould ariſe 
© the Governours of the World.” Andf Ta- 
citus, another of them, recites the ſame Ex- 
pectation. So general, you ſee, about the 


Time of our Saviour's Coming was the Hope 


pected by the Heathens to produce an un- 
common Revolution in the Manners of Men, 
and Government of the World; believed 
among the Jews to be the promiſed Meſſiah, 
in whom all the Nations of the World ſhould be 
bleſſed ; and to be ſo near at hand that (as + 
Grotius tells us,) Nehemiah an Hebrew Rab- 
bi about fifty Years before our Saviour de- 
clared, that the Time of his — 


Pluribus perſuaſio inerat, antiquis Ear literis con- 


Judea rerum potirentur. C. Corn. Tacit. Hiſt, Lib. 5. Sect. 13. 
P. 390 & 391. Edit. Jo. Auguſti Erneſti, 


The Expreſſion in both theſe Writers ſeems to be taken from 
the original Prophecy; £ 0's Yap £Z4Aguos|as yraeros 
Lee Matth. ii. 6. 

Magiſter Hebrzus Nehumias, qui annis quinquaginta eum 
præceſſit, aperte jam tum dixerit non poſſe ultra eos quinqua- 
ginta annos protrahi tempus Meffix a Daniele fignificatum 
ans Lib, 5. C. 14. De Veritate Relig, Chriſt, 

accord- 


of an extraordinary Perſon to be born; ex- 


tineri, eo ipſo tempore fore, ut valeſceret Oriens, profectique 


—_u —_ OGG ——— ,, — — —— 
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according to Daniel's Prophecy, could not 
poſſibly be prolonged beyond the Term of 


Such was the \Defire, or, as the Word 
may be tranſlated, ſuch was the Expectation 
of all Nations. (Haggai ii. 7.) So plain 
foretold, ſo preciſely defined was the Time 
of his Appearance, and ſo exactly did the 
bleſſed Jeſus accompliſh the Word of Pre- 
phecy. Now the fame Word of Prophecy gives 
us the cleareſt Declarations of his ſecond 
Coming to judge the World, and calls upon 
us to conſider, as I propoſed, 


2---The awful Reafons we have to exped; 
and prepare for it. 


No one Propoſition in holy Scripture is 
more frequently and plainly aſſerted than 
this, that our bleſſed Saviour will be the 
Judge of Mankind. We are told expreſsly, 
that in the End of all Things the Son of Man 
all come in the C louds of Heaven with his 2 
5 Angels, and fit upon the Throne of his Gli 
; = (Matth. 
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(Matth. xxv. 30, 31.) that the — Pall 
ſound, and the Graves Hall give up their 
dead, and all that are therein ſhall. Bear hie 
Voice, and ſpall come forth, they that have 
gene Good to the Refurreion of Lift, and they 
that have dine Evil o the Reſurtefion- of 
Damnirtion : (John v. 28, 29.) When being 
gathered together "from the four Wi nds, from 
the ve End of Heaven to the other, they ſhall 
all ſtand before their great Judge, and re- 
cvive cheir laſt irrevocable Sentence, which 
hal either crown them with everlaſting 
Glory and Happineſs in Heaven, or doom 
them to everlaſting Shame and Torments in 
Haſſe a WL 20 wt Ange 


| Got indeed for Reaſons of Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs has not revealed the Day of this 
awful Entquity into the Manners and Actions 
of Men. It is offered to our Expectation, 
vrapt up in Uncertamty and Darkneſs, that 
we might be perſuaded to live in conſtant 
Readineſs and Preparation for it. | Nay, in 


* Infancy of Chriſtianity, for the fame 
Vol. II, G wiſe 
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wiſe Reaſons, doubtleſs, did Jeſus Chriſt ſo 
dlſcourſe to his Diſciples concerning it, that 
they might rather apprehend the End of al 
Things to be at hand, and at that Time rea. 
dy to take place. And accordingly the 
| Apoſtles in ſeveral Exhortations ſeem to 
urge Chriſtians with the inſtant Neceſſity of 
a blameleſs Behaviour from this very Conf. 
deration of the Nearneſs of the general Judg. 
ment. So St. Paul in the Text: Let your 
Moderation be known unto all Men, the Lord is 
at hand. And the Author of the Epiſtle to 
the Hebrews encourageth Chriſtians to Con- 
ſtancy in their Profeſſion upon the ſame tre 
mendous Expectation: Not forſating the aſ- 
ſembling of yourſelves together, as the Manner 
of ſome is, but exhorting one another, and 
' fo much the more, becauſe the Day approach- 
eth. But whatever Period the Wiſdom of 
God has fixed to the Duration of | the 
.preſent Scene, for one Year + -more, or for 
a thouſand ; yet as this to us is abſo- 
lutely uncertain, and known only unto 


i 8 it will be in all Ages of the World 
to 
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o the final Conflagration of it a good Argu- 


ſo 


: ment for Vigilancy, and a State of conſtant 
Y Preparation; becauſe if we are remis and 
he careleſs, the Judge may come in a Day that 
to ue think not of, and at an Hour when we are 
of aot aware. 

fl. 1 | 

8 If indeed there be any Time when Chriſ- 
* tians have greater Reaſon than ordinary to 
i; expect that God will not be ſlack to come, 
to it is then ſurely when Iniquity abounds, and 
n. the Love of Cod and Goodneſs waxes cold. 


Our Saviour aſks, when the Son of Man 
cometh, ſhall he find Faith in the Earth? Shall 
not the Profeſſion of Chriſtianity be an un- 
active one, deſtitute of good Works, a dead, 
unavailing Faith, that neither purifies Men's 
Hearts, nor governs their Lives? If this be 
a Sign that the Judge is at the Door, let 
Chriſtians then conſider, what indeed is the 
preſent Face of the Chriſtian World. Is 
there a God, the Creator of all Things, and 
the Father of all-Men, who ſpeaks to Man- 
kind both by the Book of Nature and of 

(3 2 Grace, 
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Grace, in the ſtill Voice of Reaſon, and in 
the louder and plainer Language of Reye- 
lation, who has given us a Law, by which 
we may be ſaved, and has threatened his Jy. 
dignation againſt all, «who do not obey. the Truth 
but obey Unrighteouſneſs * And how do Men 
believe theſe Things? Do not, ſome, tber 
profeſs. and call themſelves Chriſtians, daily pro 
fane the ſacred Name of God with impious 
and horrid Oaths ? Do, not others lie, and 
defraud one another without the leaſt Re. 
morſe, or Uneaſineſs of Mind? Do . hat 


others for a few, ſhort, unſatisfying Pler 
ſures, for the Madneſs of a Debauch, for 
the Smiles of an Harlot, for the Gains of a 
Moment, riſque their everlaſting Welfare? 
And do ſuch Men believe? Is this the 
Faith that ſhall ſave a Chriſtian ? The Faith 
'of thoſe, whoſe Faith in the eleventh C hap- 
ter to the Hebrews is commended to out 
Imitation was very different from this, The 
F aith of Moſes was, that he choſe-x, ather l. 
r, Aſfiction with the People of Gad, that 

to enjay the alt of Sin for a Kaaſas 5 be 


cauſe 


tio 


cauſe he bad Reſpec? unto the Recompencs 
if Reward, and endured as ſeeing him who 
Faith of the Martyrs was, that they choſe- 
io be fortured, not accrpring Delloerance; | 
that they might obtain 4 better -Reſurretion. 
And the ſincere Faith of Chriſtians: mo] wilf 
cyer have the ſame Influence; 'muſtprevail 
over the World, fubdue 1 La of 2B” 
Hab, and triumph over every Competition 
of preſent Gain, and preſent-Bleaſurey thar 
oppoſes the Virtue of a Man, and the Obe 
dience of à Chriſtian. And affuredly no 
Chriſtian Faith exiſts, where theſt Influences; 
are not ſeen. Be his Profeſſion as it may, 

_— Man is in bis prog f e 
n 0b fad van! * 


A " 
N 'F 


When Nil, that Prexcder of Ring 
1/5, denounced God's ' Judgments againſt 
a World: that was corfupt, how would yew 
judoe of che Faith of theſe thatheard king A 
Could-thoſe whe perſiſtec in the fame flagi- 


tious Practices which provoked: this terrible 
Vengeance, 
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Vengeance, could they in any Propriety of 
Language be ſaid to believe him? No, 
T hey eat, they drank, indulged the ſame Riot, 
and perſiſted in the ſame ſenſual Humour, 
till the Day that Noah entered into the Ark, 
and the Flood came, and deftroyed them al. 
Now the Goſpel ſtill preaches, ſtill de- 
nounces.God's Judgments againſt thoſe that 
diſobey him. Another Flood, but not of 
Waters, a new Deluge of Fire, is threatened 
againſt the Earth, and the Workers of 
Wickedneſs. The Heavens and the Earth 
which are now by the ſame Word, which over- 
flawed the World with Water, are kept in fore, 
reſefued unto a Flood of Fire, againſt the Day 
of Judgment and Perdition of ungodly Men. 
This is the Day, that ſhall determine, whe- 
ther Atheiſts were Madmen, or Philoſophers ; 
whether falſe Wit, or bold Impudence can 
cover thoſe, whom be Rocks and the Mountains 
cannot cover from tbe Wrath of God, At 
Midnight, when Mankind is wrapt in Sleep 
and Peace,- -at Midnight, of all Hours the 
moſt dreadful, lo! the Trumpet ſounds,— 

| and 
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and proclaims to the quick and dead, that 
the Lord is at hand. The Earth trembles; 
the Sea and it's Waves roar; the Air thun- 
ders; the Heavens are on Fire; all Nature 
ſtruggles in Convulſions; the Son of Man 
appears in the Clouds, and comes flying upon 
the Wings of the Wind; Hell from beneath 


opens, and pours forth it's devouring Flames. 


Awake Sinner---prepare to meet thy God. 
Behold him cloathed in Garments white as 
Snow, fitting on a Throne like the fiery Flame, 
and it's wheels as burning Fire, with a fiery 


| Sream iſſuing out from before him, thouſand 


thouſands miniſtering to him, and ten thouſand 
tines ten thouſand ſtanding before him, whilſt 
the Judgment is ſet, and the Books are opened. 
Dan. vii. 9, 10.) Dreadful Day, that is ne- 
ver to know an End. Ah, my God | The 
Farth---where is it? The Ground on which 
ye ſtood is gone! Where are the everlaſting 
Mountains? Where are the Rocks to fall on 


the guilty, and ſhelter them from him that 


fitteth upon the Throne, and from the Wrath of 


the Lamb? O for a good Conſcience ! O but 


for 


. 
: . 
— — — — E ö — 
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for ſome Reſpite, for a ſhorr Delay to repeft, 
and make dur Pedct with God. But Titte 
is alas! no more. The acceptable Day 
paſt; Pucauſe God rated, and yok vet ſed . 
he now wil langh. at your Calamity, and unit 
«oben your Fear is come, tuben your © Feay'i 
came as a: Deflation, aud your Deſtruttion' as 
guifh-overwhelms you, and you are juſt fall 
ing into the Bal that barns xvith Fire a 
Briniftoue. - 40 230 art de ae 


C4 
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And when will Men be wiſe? Have a 
W © % % . * C> 44 


abe Workers of -Wirkzdneſs no Knowledge ? l 
not this Day moſt plainly forctold'?. Will it 

ſurely as you muſt die? Will it not come, 474 
Thief in the Night, ſurpriſinga carelefs World? 
Nigh as the Tear is to ah End, may not the 
World end before it? For of That Day did 
Hour knownth u "Min. The Day is indeed 
yet to come, ut come it certainly will, and, 
4s bur Saviour ſays, it will coe as d Share 
en all them that live upon ile Fate f tht 
hole Earth. Be 


- TA 


2 


E 


TT» K 


D 


PETS LEFT E 


SERMON Il 49 

Be wiſe therefore in Time. Make no tar- 
rying to turn to the Lord, and put not off from 
Day to Day. Be ſtedfaſt, and diligent in the 
Work that is commanded you, in Piety, in 
Righteouſneſs, in Temperance. Take heed to 
juurſebves, left at any Time your Hearts be over- 
charged with Surfeiting, and Drunkenneſs, and 
Cares of this Life, and ſo that Day come upon 


v UNGWATES. 


God give us all the Grace to be prepared 
for it, and by a patient Continuance in well-do- 
ing to wait for it all the Days of our appointed 
Time for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


W SE R. 
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Unto yon ii Meyn this Day, in the City of Daviu, 


a Saviour, which is Chriſt the Lord. 
PORE the Exiſtence: of Jeſus 
Chriſt our Saviour be a Fact the moſt 
undoubred;in Hiſtory, atteſted alike by the 
Followers and the Enemies of the Religion 
which he eſtabliſhed ; yet not only the Day, 
but the preciſe Year of his Birth, hath long 
been Matter of great Diſpute. We learn 
from St, Jerom, who lived in the fourth 
Century, that even at that early Period there 
was no ſettled Opinion or Certainty in this 
Affair, and that the World was divided 
about the true Day, Month, and Year of 
H 2 his 


. SERMON IV. 

his Nativity ; there being as many For Tong 
Opinions concerning it as there was Variety 
of Traditions. + In vain therefore is it to ex. 
pect dy exact Kndwledge of this important 


Event, as to the preciſe Time of it. To 

give you however what Satisfaction I am 
able upon a Subject that is, I think, rather 

curious than uſeful,---I ſhall enquire 


1.---What I aformation may be gathered 
from Ahtiquity nher the Time of bur 
Saviour's Nativity: Ul, 


2.—Wuiat ate che Reasons df appoihting 
the WMW Afth Day of December for the 


Tömemoration of cls wenn Abd | 
=_ offer | os ap 101 


nal. An Obſervitien ſed aac 
belangt to the Decalion of ae prä 
Ante. | 


That a Day 1 Was e to * 
Remembrance of our Saviour's * we 


'F Se / Biſhop candle Vindication, P. 447% 
have 


VE 
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have very Girly Intimations among ancient) 
Writers. The Antiquity of this Feltival 
may be tractd up to the ſecond Century; ir 
being mentiwhed by Theophilus, Biſhop. 4 
Cæſarea, who lived about tie Time of the 


Emperor Cemmodus. That it was ſolemnly 


kept in the Reign of Divclefiah, in the third 
Century, thete is a fad and memorablie If. 
ſtance upon Record: Fbr Diocleſtan, W 
kept his Court in Nicemedi, being inform - 
ed that the Chriſtians were afſenibled in great 
Multitudes r6 celebrate the Nativity of our 
Saviour, ordered the Doors to be ſhut, and 
the Church to be ſet on fire, which in a ſhort 
time conſumed both the People and the 
Building to Aſhes. + The Churches of the 
Eaſt obſerved this Feſtival on the ſixth Day 
of January, celebrating both the Birth and 
the Epiphany of our Saviour on that Day. 
A cuſtom this, which they ſaid was derived 
to them from the Apoſtle St. James; and it 


will hardly bear a Diſpute, that the general 


Praftice was conformable thereto for ſome 
+ See Dr. Cave's Primitive Chriſtianity, P. 124. 


Centuries - 


| 
f 
| 


brating our Lord's Reſurrection; for there 


tion of Chriſt's Nativity on the twenty fifth 
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Centuries at leaſt. Dr. Cave indeed ſeems 
to think, that this Practice was no when 
obſerved but in the Eaſt, and that = 
they were better informed by the Churches 
in the Weſt. But ſurely this Remark was 
not well conſidered. For where would you 
ſeek for the Original of a Chriſtian Practice 
but where Chriſtianity itſelf had it's Original, 
in the Eaſt? The Doctrines of our Religion 
flowed from this Spring, and therefore the 
Apoſtolical Uſages, it may fairly be preſumed, 
were, derived from no other Sources. And 
this indeed Dr. Cave himſelf ſeems to be 
ſenſible of, when: ſpeaking of the Contro- 
verſy in the Church about the Time of cele- 


he ſeems to allow, that the Weſtern Churches 
pretended only an Apoſtolical Tradition in 
oppoſition to the Churches of the Eaſt 
The firſt Account we have of the Obſerva- 


Pay of December aſcends no higher than 
to the Days of Pope Julius in the middle of 


Dr. Cave's Primitive Chriſtianity, P'' 119. ; 
the 


: 
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the third Century. And Chryſoſtom in a 
Sermon pronounced profeſſedly on the Occa- 
on acknowledges, that the Cuſtom was 
brought from Rome abont ten Tears before. 
The Arguments uſed by this Father of the 
Church to prove that the twenty fifth Day of 
December was really the Day of our Saviour's 
Nativity are ſuch, that in Mr. 4 Nelſon's 
Opinion there is little Reaſon to doubt but 
that the Day, which has always been ob- 
ſerved in the Church of England, is the very 
Day: Yet whoever carefully examines will 
find, that the good Father depends upon Rhe- 
torick more than Reaſon for the Proof of his 
Point. He cites no antient Record for it; 
and what he calls his Demonſtration of the 
Point in Queſtion is founded on a groſs Miſ- 
take, that Zacharias the Father of John was 
high Prieſt, and was entered into the holy of 
bolies, when the Angel Gabriel appeared to 
him. It is evident from a ſingle Glance up- 
on the Hiſtory of this Fact in St. Luke, that 
Zacharias on the contrary was a common 

t Faſts and Feſtivals, P. 60, 

| Prieſt 
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think, by five Years according to Peravinh f 
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Prieſt and of the Claſs of Abia, one of the 
twenty four which David (1. Chron. xxiv, 
10.) appointed for the Temple Service; 
«+ each Courſe being divided into ſeven Claſſes 
and each Claſs ferving it's Day at the Tem. 
** ple, and each Prieſt of that Claſs having 


* Lot.” The Congluſign chereforę drawn 
ny Chryſoſtom for the Eſtabliſhment gf gui 
Swigus's Birth op the twenty fifth of Pe- 


in It is wil. 


| n 1 e 
the learned, that the common Era, er 
Reckoning from the Birth of Chriſt far from 
being exac falls ſnort of the true Accounts 
by «wo Tears as Paronjus and Scaliger 


very CTAN Chranglager, or even fix accgrd- 


ing mn the Opinion of ſame other. Nax 
ibis Difference, as 4 Px. Fri dea pbfer , 


| + Dr. Prideaux's connection, vol. 4 P. 913 ⸗ 


T Preface to Vol, I. P. 3. 
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aroſe from hence, that this Reckoning was 
not brought into Uſe till the five hundred 


and twenty ſeventh Year after the Birth of 
Chriſt : So that a Miſtake in fixing the firſt 
Year of it is not to be wondered at, But 
had the Month, and the Day of the Month, 
when this glorious Event came to paſs, been 
preciſely mentioned according to the Jewiſh 
Account of Time, we ſhould not yet have 
been enabled thereby to have determined the 
preciſe Time of this Event according to our 
own Way of Reckoning. The Reaſon of 
this is given by the ſame learned + Dean 
Prideaux, who was a Maſter in this Way. 
For till the Year three hundred and ſixty 
after our Lord's Birth the Jews had no cer- 
rin Rules of Reckoning. Their Months 
were Lunar ones; ſo that their Year fell 
ſhort of our's by eleven Days. Hence their 
Year began eleven Days too ſoon ; and this 
obliged them to inſert a Month extraordi- 
nary once in every third Year, and ſometimes 
in two years, as the Situation of the Equinox 
+ Prefacs to Vol. I. P. 3. 


Vol. II. * | required 
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required it, in order to the proper Obſerya- 
tion of the Paſſover. But this Intercalation 
they did not always exactly make, varying 
often from the Aftronomical Truth. And 
this having been their Way, till Rabbi Hilld 
about the Middle of the fourth Century 
fixed the Jewiſh Calendar upon the certain \ 
F oundations of Aſtronomy, © we cannot,” 
as the learned T Dean obſerves, © when we 
find the Day of any Jewiſh Month men. 
« tioned in the Scriptures, or in Joſephus, 
reduce it exactly to it's Time in the Julian 
<« Year, or there fix it any nearer, than with- 
in the Compaſs of a Month ſooner or 


ce later.” 


With all theſe Diſadvantages let us en- 
quire how far we may be able to fix the 
Time of our bleſſed Lord's Nativity. And 
here, fince Conjecture is to ſupply the Place 
of Knowledge, no more can be expected 
than ingenious. Gueſſes. Our very learned 
Lightfoot, who was a great Maſter of Rab- 
binical Learning, is of D that the 


4 ky nd to Val L P. 14. 


Time 
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Time of this Event fell on the Jewiſh 
Month Tiſri, which anſwers 10 gart of our 
Month of September, and makes ſome j ju- 
dicious Obſervations on what St. Luke tells 
us, (Ch. ii. v. 8.) that there were in the Cotn- 
y of Bethlehem "Shepherds abiding in the 
Field, Keeping Watch over their Flocks by 
Night. f---Now the Jews had two Sorts 
of Flocks, one which they called domeſtic 
or Flocks of the Hobuſhold,- and the other 
Flocks of the Deſert. Their domeſtic Flocks 
ſed at a ſmall Diſtance from their Towns, 
and returning at Night were houſed in the 
Towns : The other called the Flocks of the 
Deſert left the Towns after the Paſſover, and 
returned at the Time of the firſt Rain. The 
Time of this Rain 1s thus explained by the 
yery ingenious and learned Sir Thomas 
Brown, as the received Conſtruction of the 
former and latter Rain, I will give you, ſaid 
God by Moſes to the Iſraelites, (Deut. xi. 14.) 
tbe Rain of your Land in his due Seaſon, the 

＋ Dr. Lightfoot's Chronicle of the Times, &c. An. 3009 
Vol. I. P. 74. 


t Hebrew and Talmudical Exercitations upon St, Luke, Vol. 
Il, P. 390 and 391. 
firſt 
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„l Rain and the latter Rais. * For the 


a firſt Rain fell in the Seed- time about Oc- 
tober, and was to make the Seed to root; 
ce the latter was to fill the Ear, and fell in 
« Abib, or March, the firſt Month, for fo it is 
<« expreſſed : (Joel ii. 23.) And be will cauſe 
eto come down for you the Rain, the former Rain, 
<« and the latter Rain in the firſt Month,” + 
that is, the Month of Abib wherein the 
Paſſover was obſerved. From theſe Fats 
compared with the mentioned Paſſage in St. 
Luke it is natural to conclude with Light- 
foot, that our bleſſed Saviour was born after 
the Paſſover and before the End of Oc- 
tober. — 


Hitherto we have ſeen neither Proof, nor 
Conjecture, by which we can probably judge, 
that the true Time of our Saviour's Birth 


fell on the twenty fifth Day of December. 


What therefore remains to be done ? Since 
neither ſacred Scripture, nor profane Hiſto- 
ry can be of any Service in this Enquiry, 

+ Vulgar Errors, Book 6. P. 237. 
what 
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what indeed can we more reaſonably do, 
than conſult Tradition, and, if Tradition be 
not conſiſtent, to make Choice of that which 
appears to be the beſt founded. Now amidſt 
different and interfering Traditions it will 
eaſily be allowed, that the more antient Tra- 
ditions are, when other Circumſtances are 
equal, to be preferred to thoſe of later Date, 
eſpecially if they carry with them a greater 
Degree of Probability. The Tradition which 
places the Nativity of our Lord on the 
twenty fifth Day of December goes no higher 
than the Beginning of the fifth or the latter 
End of the fourth Century at the fartheſt, 
and contrary to the Text of St. Luke, and 
Lightfoot's very judicious Explication of it, 
places it in the very Depth of Winter. But 
if we go two Centuries higher, that is to the 
End of the ſecond Century after Chriſt, we 
| ſhall find that Clement of Alexandria, one 
ce of the moſt learned Fathers of the Church, 
* ſpeaking profeſſedly, and as a Chronologer, 
1 of the Nativity of our Saviour, mentions 
two Opinions, which place it in the Spring; 
hat one 
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one on the twentieth of the Month of April, 
the other on the twentieth of the Month of 
May. Whether the Flocks were in the De- 
ſert on the twentieth of April may be dif. 
puted; but moſt certainly they were on the 
twentieth of May : And this latter ſeems to 
be the Opinion, to which Clement himſelf 
is moſt inclined. © Thoſe,” ſays he, who 
<« propoſe with the greateſt Diligence and Ac- 
* curacy + not only the Year, but allo the 
Pay of the Birth of our Saviour, affirm, 
< that it happened in the twenty eighth Year 
of the Reign of Auguſtus on the twenty 
“fifth of the Month Pachon.” Now the 
twenty eighth of Auguſtus begins three 
Years and four Months before our common 
Era, at which Time the twenty fifth of 
Pachon anſwered to the twentieth of the 


Month of May according to the Julian, 


which was the Engliſh Account of Time; 


t Tepitpyw[cp1y----See Bibliotheque Germanique V. II. 
Arts 3. by Vignoles, to whom the Author acknowledges him- 
ſelf to be greatly obliged for his Collections upon this Sub- 
jeck. * 1 

a Time 


e 
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a Time when the Flocks were undoubtedly 
in the Deſert, and a Time too that was 
much more proper for the Taxing or Enrol- 
ment, at which our Lord according to St. 
Luke was born, than the middle of Winter. 
This, 1 believe, is the oldeſt Account of the 
Matter now extant, and yet Perhaps it is too 
uncertain to lay any great Weight upon it. 
I proceed to > enquire ; 


2. Wiz are the e 0 F appointing 
the twenty fifth of December for the Com- 


memoration of our Lord's N 


Now. this Eftabliſhinent 1 was a prudent 
Condeſcenſion and Compliance to the Preju- 
dices of the World in thoſe Days, the Church 
accommodating it's F eſtivals to the Hu- 
mours of it's Converts. If the Day of our 
Saviour's Birth was not certainly known, 
then it was indifferent on what Day i it was 
celebrated; and here St. Paul s Practice cer- 
tainly deſerved Imitation 20 become all Things 


to all Men, and by every innocent Accom- 


modation 
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modation of our Manners to the Prepoſſeſ- 
ſions of others to win them over, and ſecure 
their Attachment to Chriſtianity. Preju- 

dices when engrafted or inveterate are more 
eaſily diverted than ſubdued. And when the 


Stream ran too ſtrong to be banked out, the 
Wiſdom of the Church endeavoured to turn 


it into a new Channel. 


Now two eminent F eſtivals at this very 
Seaſon of the Year were celebrated, one 
among the Heathens, and the other among 
the Jews. The latter of theſe Feſtivals a 
tearned German, Olderman, gives as the 
Reaſon for the fixing Chriſtmas to this Sea- 
ſon ; and Hardouin is no lefs poſitive, that 
the true Reaſon was a Compliance with the 
Humour of the Gentiles. But ſurely i it is 
more rational to ſuppoſe, that both theſe 
Feſtivals were intended to be ſwallowed up 
in the Celebration of our Lord's Nativity, 
that both Jews and Gentiles might rejoice, 
as they had greater and better Reaſon to re- 
jolce, for the Birth of the Saviour, who is 
bas. the Lord. | 


2 
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Now Hardouin has very learnedly proved, 
that among the Romans the twenty fifth of 
December was always celebrated as the Nati- 
vity of their God of Day, or the Sun. On 
this Day an antient Roman Calendar has the 
Words---Natalis invifi---the Birth-Day of 
the invincible ;- -a Name which Julian the 
Apoſtate likewiſe gives to the Perſian God 
Mithra, or the Sun. And fince the preciſe 
Time and Day of our Saviour's Birth is un- 
known and uncertain, could there be a more 
natural or wife Appointment than to apply 
o the honour of our Lord a F eſtival, that 
nas obſerved by the Heathens in honour of 
de Sun? If it be called the Birth-Day of © 
tbe invincible, who is ſo invincible as our 
Lord, who hath ſubdued Death, and led Cap- 
tvity captive ? Or if it be the Birth-Day of 
the $un,---(the Winter Solſtice being fixed 
by Julius Cæſar to the twenty fifth of De- 
cember, whence the Sun returning and re- 
ring with new Warmth and Vigour was 
thought to be as it were born again,) 
was not our Lord alſo the Sun of Righteouſ- 

Vol. II. X neſs, 
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neſs, who, as the Prophet Malachi expreſſes 
it, (Ch. iv. 2.) ſpall ariſe to thoſe that fear 
his Name with healing in his Wings ? 


The Feaſt among the Jews, which was 
obſerved on the twenty fifth of their ninth 
Month, called Ciſleu or C aſleu, was the 
Feaſt of the Dedication, which fell likewiſ: 
about the Time of the Winter Solſtice. 
It was inſtituted by Judas Maccabeus, + 
For Antiochus Epiphanes having taken and 
profaned the Temple, Judas Maccabeus 
afterwards defeated the Generals of Antio- 
chus, recovered Jeruſalem, purified the Tem- 
ple, and ordained this Feſtival to be annually 
obſerved in memory of his Succeſs, and 
God's Mercies to the Jewiſh Nation in re- 
ſtoring the Temple Worſhip. It was this 
Feſtival, that Chriſt honoured with his Pre- 
ſence at Jeruſalem, as St. John tells us, 
(John x. 22.) when it was Winter, and which 
from the Time of it's Inſtitution was eve! 
after celebrated without Interruption till the 


I See 1. Maccabees iv. 59, 
Romans 
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Romans deſtroyed both the City and Tem- 
ple, and put a final Period to the whole Jew- 
ih Worſhip. Now ſurely we cannot but 
ſuppoſe, that the Appointment, which cele- 
brates our Saviour's Nativity at this very Sea- 
ſon of the Year, was intended as a prudent 
Condeſcenſion to the Prejudices both of Jews 
and Gentiles: And as it was cuſtomary for 
both, upon different Views, to abſtain from 
Labour, and to indulge themſelves in Feſti- 
vities and Rejoicings at this Seaſon of the 
Year, Proviſion was hereby made, that their 
Joy might be directed to a nobler End, to 
celebrate the Memory of the Word, who was 
made Fleſh, and came into the World to ſave 
dert., 


I 1 now, it may reaſonably be hoped, 
removed the common Prejudices in favour 
of the twenty fifth of December as the real 
Birth- Day of our bleſſed Redeemer. But to 


obviate every Difficulty, and to reconcile 
you to the new Eſtabliſhment, 1 ſhall pro- 


ceed to make 
K 2 3---An 


—— ——— 
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3. -An Obſervation more immediately be- 
longing to the 2 — of the 8 Aſ 
_— | 


It h a popular Prejudice that by finking 
eleven Days in the laſt Year the twenty fifth 


Day of December is made to fall on the 


fifth of January, Many therefore out of 2 


-good Intention, I doubt not, think this Day 
ſacred to the Commemoration of our Lord's 


Nativity. But this is indeed a mere Miſtake. 
Were the twenty fifth of December the real 


'Birth-Day of our Saviour; yet the true 
twenty fifth is that which the Law of the 


Land has appointed to be obſerved as ſuch, 
and dedicated to the Honour of the Meſſiah's 
Nativity. The Occaſion of the common 
Miſtake I will briefly explain. The Tear 
does really conſiſt of three hundred and ſixty 
five Days, five Hours, and forty nine Mi- 


nutes. But for a round Number, the odd 


Hours and Minutes have been always reck- 
oned with us as really amounting to ſix hole 
| Hours 
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Hours. Six Hours every four Tears make 
a natural Day; which is therefore inſerted 
in February, But then there is, you ſee, in 
every Year a real Miſtake by reckoning ele- 
ven Minutes more than the Year actually 
conſiſts of. Now eleven Minutes in every 
hundred and thirty one Years make a whole 
Day; ſo that after every hundred and chirty 
one Years Chriſtmas Day is kept a Day later 
than it really ought to be, In the Council 
of Nice holden in the Year three hundred and 
twenty five the Vernal Equinox fell on the 
twenty firſt of March. Owing to this reckon- 
ing of a Day too much in every ; hundred and 
thirty one Years it is, that. according to our 
laſt Year's Almanacks the Vernal Equinox 
fell on the ninth of March, that is, eleven 
Days later; for in fourteen hundred and 
twenty eight Years, which have paſſed ſince 
that Council, one hundred and thirty one is 
- W found almoſt eleven Times. You ſee there- 
d Wl fore that to keep che Equinoxcy at a fixed 
1 Period, and to make the Year conſiſtent 
r 25-45 - 
's 
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with itſelf, the late Regulation of it by Par- 
hament was a very neceſſary one, and that 
the true twenty fifth of December was the 
very Day lately appointed to be obſerved in 
Commemoration of our Lord's Nativity. 


I have now done with what I propoſed to 
enquire into, and have ſhewed you, that there 
is no certain Information to be collected from G 
| Antiquity concerning the preciſe Year, or 
Month, or Day, on which the bleſſed Je- 
' ſus took upon him the Seed of Abrabam, and 
was born into the World ; that all the moſt 
probable Tradition of Antiquity, and the 
Narration of St. Luke concur to place it in 
a very different Time of the Year from the 
common Eſtimation ; that if the twenty fifth 
of December was the real Day of his Nati- 
vity, yet by reaſon of reckoning a Day too 
much every hundred and thirty one Yeats 
we have hitherto kept this Feſtival too late 
by eleven Days.---Let me now exhort you to 
ſubmit to reaſonable Authority, and to avoid 
every Thing that would occhfion unneceffary 
Diſtinctions 


C 


— 22 — — 
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Diſtinctions or Diviſions. Were the Feaſt 
of Chriſtmas, or the Time ot obſerving it, 
appointed by divine Iniſttution, there would 
then indeed be a juſt Objection againſt any 
Alteration. But, ſince it is only by the Au- 
thority of the Church, there is no Room to 
take Exceptions; and wherever. the Church 
placeth it, there it is well and rightly ob- 


ſerved. 


The Feſtival of the Dedication among 
the Jews was inſtituted by Men uninſpired 
and without divine Authority; yet Chriſt 
honoured it with his Preſence, and came to 
Jeruſalem for the Celebration, which implies 
at leaſt his Approbation of it. From hence 
therefore it may very juſtly be inferred, that 
Feſtivals in memorial of public Bleſſings 
may be appointed by the Church, and that 
it's Members are bound to the pious Com- 
memoration of them. And ſurely the Na- 
tivity of our Saviour is an Event ot all 
others the moſt worthy of our devouteſt Re- 
membrance. 
But 
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But how ſhould this Feaſt be kept? Not 
ſurely with wicked Mirth, and indecent 
Riot; for this is unworthy, not only of 
Chriſtianity, but of human Nature. Chriſt 
was born, and the Kindneſs and Love of God 
our Saviour appeared to Men, teaching us to 
deny Ungodlineſt and worldly Luſts, and to live 
ſober, and righteous, and godiy in the World. 
Is Drunkenneſs therefore a proper keeping 

of the Feaſt ? Shall the unjuſt and unrigh- 
teous be zealous for the Commemoration: 
of Chriſtmas ? Shall thoſe that forget God, 
and forſake his Houſe, and obey not the Goſ- 
pel,---ſhall the impious, and thoſe that take 


God's Name in vain, pretend a Concern for 
the due Celebration of this bleſſed Feſtival ? 


Alas ! my Brethren, God is not mocked. In- 
ſtead of remembering che Birth of the bleſſed 
Jeſus, unleſs ſuch Men reform their Lives, 
better it were for them, that neither Jeſus 
Chriſt nor they themſelves had ever been 
born.---T's- conclude, let us at al! Times, 
and every Day of our Lives with thankful 
Hearts reflect on this amazing Love and 

| Condeſcenſion 


V 
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Condeſcenſion of God in ſending forth his Son 


born f a Woman to be the Propitiation for our 
Sins, Let us more eſpecially on the Day ap- 
pointed for the ſolemn Celebration of it offer 
the Sacrifice of Righteouſneſs to God, and re- 
joice before him with à perfe# Heart. And 
that we may be Partakers of that Life and 
Inmortality which he brought to Light, let us 


be ſtedfaſt and unmoveable in our Duty, always 
abounding in the Work of the Lord, foraſmuch 


as we know that our Labour is not in vain in 
the Lord.---God give us the Grace to do fo, 
for how ſhall we eſcape, if we negket, or abuſe 


ſo great Salvation. 


* Je u. 10. 


dad we rocefew Good at the Hand of God, and 
Hall we not receive Evil? 


G OD who gave us our Lives has given 
them ſubject to a Probation and Trial, 

as well of the Sincerity of our Virtue, as to 
exerciſe and improve it. And one of thoſe 
Methods by which he awakens our Reaſon, 
and fixes our Thoughts to Religion and Seri. 
ouſneſs, is the Affliction with which he viſits 
us. This, in ſome e, is the common 
Lot of all Men. While the poor and ne- 
ceſſitous are plentifully ſtored with Uneaſi- 
neſs and Trouble, the moſt exalted Stations 
in their greateſt Affluence are yet not entirely 
exempted from this common Inheritance, 
L 2 to 
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to which every Son of Adam is born. Kay 
particularly is this the Portion of Chriſtians, 


who.are the Sons of God : And what Son is 


he «whom the Father chaſteneth not? They muſt 
through many Tribulations make their Way to 
the Kingdom of Ged. 


A right Improvement thereſdre of thoſe 
Afflictions, wherewith God ſooner or later 
is pleaſed to try us all, is one great Buſineſs 
which we are to laboir, and tranſact in this 
World. And for our Comfort under them 
I ſhall attempt to convince you, | 


| Tha Afflictions come from God. f 
2 That the Captain of our Salvation, 
whoſe Example we muſt follow, was made 
perfect through ns. A nd 3 


3 That our r ſhort nail light Selten will 


bs rewarded with an recording. and unn ö 


og of * l. Ang nisch mt 
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Men 
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Men earneſtly bent to ſeek the Favour of 
God and the Happineſs of Heaven will be 
chiefly ſollicitous to know what the Will of 
God is, and whether they are employed in' 


diſcharging it. But whilſt we are in an af- 


flicted State, innocently ſuffering with and 
for the ſake of a good Conſcience, unqueſ- 
tionably we are doing our appointed Duty, 


and * ſuffering according to the Will of God. 


Are you poor and neceſſitous? Remember 
it is the Creator and Father of Man, that 
maketh rich and maketh poor. Are you weary 
and bea vy laden with the Difficulties and Hard- 
ſhips of Life? Be aſſured, that Afirfion 
cometh not out of the Gronnd, but is ordered 
by the infinite Wiſdom of God to promote, 
the real Advantage of all Men, by producing 
krious Virtue and zbe - peaceable Fruits of 
Righteouſneſs.---And moreover, God will not 
/uffer you to be tempted above that you are able. 
Your great Enemy has. his Commiſſion li- 
mited. The utmoſt he can do is to rob us 
of the Comforts of this World. But of che 

Comfort 
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Comfort of a good Conſcience he cannot de- 


Certainty of God's Favour and bleſſed Ac- 


* of our Duty. 


gent as you can to remove Sorrow from. your 


you out. This is 4 Travail, as the wiſe Man 


And thoſe that fly from Uneaſineſs will not 
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prive us without eur own Fault, nor of the 


ceptance, if we faithfully . in the Dif 


| You may fret indeed, and murmur at 
your Lot; but ſtill Man is born to Troubl 
Let the diſcontented grow impatient- and 
caſt away their Hope: Let the Lovers of 
Pleaſure be in deſpair when Affliction ſeizes 
them: Let thoſe to whom the Lot is fallen in 
a fair Ground, and who are therefore ready to 
fancy themſelves privileged from Sorrow, let 
them be vehement, and outrageous in their 
Grief : Take all the Care, and be as dili 


Hearts, and put away Evil from your | Fl; 
(Eccleſ. xi. 10.) it is yet true, that Afflic- 
tion at one Time or other will certainly find 


obſerves, which God hath given to tl S 
Men to be exerciſed in it; (Eceleſ. iii. 100 


be 
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be able to ſhut out their own unquiet Paſ- 


ſions. The Spectre of Death will be ſure to 
haunt them. The Dread of that Day when 


they muſt depart hence, and give Account 
of themſelves to God, will not fail to over- 
take and oppreſs their Spirits. For this is 
the Lot of all Men, as much of thoſe who 
are cloathed in Purple and fare deliciouſly, as 
of others who are covered with Rags in | 
want of Neceſſaries. 


In this indiſpenſable Neceſſity of ſuffering 
what God is pleaſed to impoſe, how wife and 
happy is he, who knowing that God's Ni 
is dne, when he patiently receives the Cup 
of Bitterneſs, can ſay, as David on a differ- 
ent Occaſion did; my Heart is ready, O Gag, 
my Heart is ready? | 

Such at all Times have been the Senti- 
ments and Tempers of thoſe great and good 
Men, whom the Scriptures propoſe as our 
Examples. Were they ſtripped of their For- 


tunes? The Lord gave, ſays Job, and the 


Lord 
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Lord bath taken away. Were they, reviled 
and ſlandered? So let Shimei curſe, {aid Da- 
vid, let him curſe, for the Lord hath. bidden 
bim. Had Chriſtians but the ſame pious F 
Submiſſion to the Will of Heaven, what * 
could diſturb the calm Devotion of oui 1 
Souls? Not the raſh Cenſures and Calum. * 


nies of Men: We ſhould eſteem it a ſmall 7 
Thing, as it really is, to be judged of Man's in 
Judgment, aſſured of a more impartial Sen. ſhi 


tence before the Judge of all the Earth, who it; 
will certainly do right, and yindicate every 
injured Character, Nor could Death diſmay, 
however buſy around us, knowing, that our 
Days are all numbered, that God, when he 
pleaſed, brought us into this, World, and in 
his own good Time will take us out of it. 
You are, perhaps, unſucceſsful in the World, 
and induſtrious in vain. But remember. 
that Wealth is but the Baggage of Virtue; 
and that when, you die, you ſhall carry nothing 
away with you.. Perhaps falſe F riends | have 
done you evil Offices. But ſuch is the com- 
mon Lot of worthy. Men---to have Evil re 
turned 


— / 
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turned them for Goods WI. - Are we frlend- 
leſs and houſeleſs ? Yet if all this he endufed 
with Innocency and Patience, there is yet a 
Friend that will never leave us nor forſake us; 
and when our earthly ' Tabernacle ts  tifſolved, 
when this Body hall return to the Daft out ot 
which it was taken, we bave a Baila of 
God, an Houſe not made with Hands, wernal 
in the Heavens. (2. Cor. v. 1.) Whatever in 
ſhort afflicts us, let this be our Reflection upon 
it; it is the Lord, let bim do what ſeeineth lim 
good. Such indeed is our bbunden Duty ; for 
we are predeſtinate 10 be-cohformed to the Image 
of Chriſt, who was 4 Mas of Sorrows an 
acquainted with Grief.— And this was the 
next Point to be conſidered, namely, 


2--- That the Captain of our Salvatitn, who 
is our Model and Example, was made pirfert 
through Sufferings. 


Whatever Calamities befal us, if we ſearch | 


the Scriptures, we ſhalt find there many in- 
ſtructive Examples of Patience, Examples 
Vol. II. M of 
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of Men ſubject to like Paſſions with ourſelves, 
and ſtruggling with the ſame Diſtreſſes, yet 
bravely ſuffering the ſevereſt Strokes of Ad- 
verſity, ſuſtaining their Spirits with conſci- 
ous Integrity, and a chearful Senſe of that 
providential Care, that ſteers the Courſe of 
Events and makes all Things work togetber for 
Good to them that love God. What, in ſhort, is 
there molt grievous in Diſtreſs? The Loſs 
of worthy and: tenderly beloved Children ? 
But in the Mother of the Maccabees we fee, 
that this is not beyond the Patience of the 
ſofter Sex. Is it the Loſs of Liberty, which 
one boldly calls our civil Salvation? But 
who more deſerved a Privilege from this, and 
yet ſuffered it with leſs Impatience, than the 
innocent Joſeph ? Or would we contemplate 
every Inſtance of Suffering ſhort of Death, 
various and complicated in it's kind, ſevere 
and extreme in it's degree? View it then in 
Job, when deprived of his Children, robbed 
of his Fortunes, and wounded in his Health: 
And yet you have heard of his Patience, hom 
on his Dunghull he maintained his Integrity. 
| Had 
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Had we only theſe Examples of ſuffering Af 


fiction and of Patience (James v. 10) we 


could not ſurely hope for better Treatment 
than better Men have experienced, or ſee 
Reaſon to think it ſtrange concerning any Trial 
that is to try us, as if ſome ſtrange Thing had 
bappened unto us. But when we look farther, 
and caſt our Eyes towards the Author and 
Finjber of our Faith, what Evil or Affliction 
s there which he did not ſuffer ? Expoſed 
to the ſevereſt Neceſſities of Life he ſome- 
umes wanted Bread; be hungered, ſay the 
Evangeliſts ; he was poor, ſo poor as not to 
have where to lay bis Head, Senſible to all 
he Anxieties and Diſtreſſes of our frail Being 
he wept, he was dejected and ſorrowful, ex- 
ending ſorrowful even unto Death. And 
though of perfect Virtue, without Spot or 


Blemiſh, yet was he ſeized; like a Thief or a 


Murderer, betrayed by a perſidious Diſ- 
aple, and abandoned by all the reſt, led 
hund firſt, to Annas, then to Caiapbas, then 
to Pilate, then to Herod, then back again to, 
Pilate, and though declared to be innocent, 

yet 


— * — — — 
— — —— — — — ——_—— . 1 tt, 
* 
. 
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came unto bis own and bis own received Bim n, 


that the Redeemer or our Sou taſted of the 
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yet condemned as a Maleſactor, and, after 
enduring a thouſand Inſults and Indignities, 


being Lußßeted, pit upon, and. {courged, : Was 
led out at laſt to ſuffer on the Croſs the in; 


famous, painful Death of the vileſt Offend: 
ers. | 


Do we complain ad we Have bes le 


| to the unthankful, and received Evil fer 


Good ? So was the bleſſed Jefus treated + 


rejected even by thoſe whom he came to ft 
and rewarded for his Kindneſs with the 
Death of the vileſt Slaves. Men think it 
unſufferably- hard to have heir Good ou 


| ſpoken of, to be blamed and reviled when 


they have behaved-irreproachably. Nun fo 
was our great Lord and Maſter befope u 
reviled, yet not reviling-again, in be ſuſfened 
he threatened not, but committed bimfelf\ig-bin 
coho judgeth righteouſly. Linde Reaſom have 
ſinful Creatures to, repine, and be impatiept 
under the Afflictions of Lite, if we conſider 


fame unpleafant Cup, and hath drunk the 
Dregs 


K FAA F r 


reg? 
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Dregs of this bitter Potion. All the Grief. | 
broken in Heart he became a Prey to in the 
fatal Garden, where he was betrayed'to _ 


Enemies. 


What a Tempeſt of conflicting Paſſions 
did then vex his Soul? - How is he the Sport 
of Miſery, diſkxefled berwixt the Lou of his 
Duty, and the. Agony; of performing ird 
You would think him unable 16 reſt in any 
Poſture:; One while he i ſtretehed on tha 
Graund, then 'xifing; in à ſudden Start of 
Agony: Agitated with ſuch a. Variety.” of 
canvulſing Paſions he yet. pours: forth his 


Soul in Reſignatione---Father, -. if this" Cap 


M. 


Alan W Pre 0} "7 
Diſtzelps whea he foren th dreacdfut Hout 
his Suffering would, One: that hister Eur 
mation, -My Ged, * God, why haſt thou for- 

ſaken | 
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' faken me The big Grief overpowers hind] 
and burſts out at every Pore. His Sweat is 
as it were great Drops of Biood falling down to 
the Ground. | 


To ſome it has been Matter of Offence 


and Cavil, that ſo much Diſconſolation 
ſhould appear in our Saviour as his Suffer- 
ings drew nigh. Many Perſons of no Emi- 
nence in Virtue, or Diſtinction in Life, have 
met Death in it's worſt Forms of Terror, 
not only with Intrepidity, but with Chear- 
fulneſs. But Obedience is then ſurely moſt 
perfect when the Temptations that oppoſe it 
are the ſtrongeſt. Natural Courage is not a 
moral, but a merely conſtitutional Quality. 
And Nothing ſhews the abſolute Diſtreſs and 
Reſignation of our bleſſed Lord ſo advan- 


tageouſly as---his Temper ſoft and ſuſcepti- 


ble, and liable to ſtrong Impreſſions of Fear, 
his extreme Senſibility of the Agonies of 


dying, and yet his willing Submiſſion to a 


Death of the greateſt Terror and Torture. 
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He gave indeed his Life 4 Ranſom for all. 
But how many would reject the Offer of his 
Blood, tur the grace of God into Laſciviouſs 

nel, and periſh in defiance of God's Good- 
neſs ? And this undoubtedly was a grievous 

Addition to the Bitterneſs of Death, to 

foreſee all that Wickedneſs, which would 

infallibly precipitate thoſe whom he loved 
more than his own Life into devouring 

Flames. | | 


7 


Great Reaſon had he therefore to cry out-- 
My Soul is exceeding ſorrowful, even unte 
Death, How many mad, miſerable Creatures 
will yet die in contempt of my Blood, die 
for infamous Pleaſures, that will put me | 
again to an open Shame ? How many will pre- 
fer Drunkenneſs to everlaſting Joys, love 


this World more than Heaven and Happi- . | 
neſs, and ſeek the Pleaſures and Splendours 
of Life more than be Kingdom of God and | 


bis Righteouſneſs ? Behold a Chriſtian wiping * 
off the Water of his Baptiſm, and renounc- 


ing 
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how Men ſtab their Redeemer to the Heart 


by Oaths and Curſes, and crucißy their bleſſed 


Lord afro by Murders, by Poiſonings, by 
Wars and Deſolations, by all the Arts of De. 
ſtruction, that can make this World a Thea. 
tre of oy, « and one _ univerſal Field o 


„ \ 


967 01 
A good Man cannot think over ſuch 
Scene of Horrors without melting with Com- 


paſſion : Much leſs could the beſt of Men, 
even the Mar Chrift Jeſas, out great and moſt 


| affectionate Friend, ho loves us much bet- 


ter than we do ourſelves. In that diſmal 
Hour, and ibe Pawer of Dartneſs, when he 


was Htrayed, inſulted, arraytd in mock Ma- 
jeſty, and crowned with 7harns, natled at 


length to the Crofs, and expiring under the 
Agomes o that crue} Death, what added no 
doubt, to the Intenſeneſs of his Sufferings, 
and ſtuck the Dagger deoper into his Heart, 
was the preſent View of all the paſt and fu- 


ture 


* 1 


ing his Saviour for a Song, for a little Gain, 
for the malignant Plẽaſure of Revenge. See 


— 
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ture Wickedneſs of Men, and of thoſe end- 
leſs Torments to be inflicted on thoſe for 


whom he ſhed his deareſt Blood, and valued - - 


not his Life to ſave. 1s it Nothing, to apply 
to our bleſſed Lord thoſe Lamentations of 
the Prophet, is it Nothing to you all ye that 
jaſs by ? Behold and ſee, if there be any Sorrow 
ike unto my Sorrow, which is done unto me, 

wherewith the Lord hath afflifted me in the Day 
if his fierce Anger. For theſe Things I weep ; 
mine Eye, mine Eye runneth down with Water, 
lerauſe the Comforter that ſhould relieve my Soul 
far from me; my Children are deſolate, be- 
ue the Enemy hath prevailed. (Lament. i. 
12--16,) 


Foraſmuch then as Chriſt hath ſuffered for us 
in the Fleſh, arm yourſelves likewiſe with the 
ſeme Mind, and commit the keeping of your 
luls to God in well-doing. Wherefore indeed 
ſauld the living Man complain, a Man for the 
luniſoment of bis Sins? If we ſuffer, it is no 
nore than we deſerve. And yet 


3-If we ſuffer with Patience, for God and 
his Cauſe, our ſhort and light Afiiions will 
Vol. II. N work 
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ing his Saviour for a Song, for a little Gain, 

for the malignant Pleaſure of Revenge. Sec 
how Men ſtab their Nedeemer to the Heart 
by Oaths and Curſes, and cracißy their bleſſed 
Lord afro by Murders, by Poiſonings, by 
Wars and Deſolations, by all the Arts of Pe. 
ſtruction, that can make this Wotld a Thea. 

tre of Aue and one univerſal Field 7 


A good Man cannot think over fuch 1 
Scene of Horrors without melting with Com- 
paſſion : Much :lefs could the beſt of Men, 
even the Nas Chrift Jeſus, our great and moſt 
. affectionate Friend, vrho loves us much bet- 
ter than we do ourſelves. In that diſmal 
Haur, and ibe Power of Dartneſ, when he 


was H#reyed, irſulted, arrayrd in mock Ma- 


jeſty, and crowned with 7 Rrnr, nailed at 
lengeh to the Groſs, and expiring under the 
Agonies of that cruet Drath, what added no 
doubt, to the Intenſeneſs: of his Suffering, 
and ſtuck the Dagger deoper into his Heart, 
was the preſent View of all che paſt and fu- 


ture 
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ture Wickedneſs of Men, and of thoſe end- 

leſs Torments to be inflicted on thoſe for 

whom he ſhed his deareſt Blood, and valued- - 

not his Life to ſave. I it Nothing, to apply 

to our bleſſed Lord thoſe Lamentations of 

the Prophet, is it Nothing to you all ye that 

jaſs by ? Behold and ſee, if there be any Sorrow f | 
no my Sorrow, which is done unto me, . 
wherewith the Lord hath afflifted me in the Day | 1 

if his fierce Anger. For theſe Things I weep ; | 
nine Eye, mine Eye runneth down with Water, 
tauſe the Comforter that ſhould relieve my Soul 
far from me; my Children are deſolate, be- 
uuſe the Enemy hath prevailed. (Lament. i. 
1216.) 


Foraſmuch then as Chrift hath ſuffered for us 
n the Fleſh, arm yourſelves likewiſe with the 
ſene Mind, and commit the keeping of your 
louls 10 God in wwell-doing. Wherefore indeed 
ſauld the living Man complain, a Man for the 
Puniſoment of his Sins? If we ſuffer, it is no 
more than we deſerve. And yet 1 


— * 


3---If we ſuffer with Patience, for God and 
a his Cauſe, our ſhort and ligbt Actions will 
* N work 


ccc 
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| work out for Us a far exceeding and eternal 
Weight of Gos. 


And this ſurely, is Encouragement en. 
 queh, chat will abundantly indemnify us, 
vrhatever we ſhall: endure. for the ſake df 

Righteouſneſs.. There. is no. Man, ſays our 
bleſſed Lord, coho hath left Hanſe, cr Brethren, 
or. Siſters, or. Father, or Mother, or Wife, i 
Children, or: Lands for my ſake and the Goſpels, 
but be ſhall receive now-in this Time an bundred- 

fold, in that Peace. of God which paſſeth- ol Ml ;,; 
Underſtanding, and in the World to come et. 73, 
nal -Life: (Mans. x. 29, 30.) Thus was Mr 
ſes encouraged, and therefore did he chuſe ts 
ſuffer Alittion with the Pegple & God rather 
than to enjoy. the Pleaſures ꝙ Sin ſor a Seaſon. 
This likewiſe it was, that fortiſied the firſt 
Chriſtians againſt: all the Malice of Men in- 
genious in Cruelties. They believed them- 
ſelves wel- paid, if through many, T ribulation 
they might enter at laſt into the Kingdom of 
God., And Jurely they Judged wiſely. For 
har: 18 more 8 right than to take the 
greatl 
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F greateſt Care of the longeſt Duration, and be 
content to endure a ſhort Affliction, that we 
may enjoy an endleſs and unſpeakable Feli- 
city? So let us hon therefore, that the Suf- 
ferings of the $.reſent Time are not worthy to 
be compared with the Glory that ſhall be re- 
vealed in us. Let them that ſuffer according to 
the Will of God commit their Souls to bim in 
well-doing as into the Hands of à faithful 
Creator. As Jeſus died on the Croſs for our 
Sins ; ſo let us crucify the Flaſb with the Aﬀec- 
tions and Luſts; whilſt wwe look not at the 
Things which are ſeen, but the Things which 
are not ſeen : For the Things which are ſeen, 
all the Pleaſures and all the Evils of the 
preſent Life are temporal only, and of ſhort 
Duration ; but the Thiugs which are not ſeen, 
the Joys and Sorrows after Death, are eternal. 


a” 7” 


May God give us juſt Apprehenſions of 
thoſe everlaſting Sorrows, and enable us by 
his Grace to ſeek after the Happineſs of 
Heaven by à patient Continuance in vell- 
doing for the ſake of his bleſſed Son Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. 
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Jon xx. 29. 


Bleſſed are they that have not ſeen, and yet 
HERE is no Point of Faith more im- 
portant to Chriſtianity, and of which 
it more concerned the Apoſtles to produce a 
ſubſtantial Proof, than the Reſurrection of 


our bleſſed Saviour. To this as to the ſu- 
preme and deciſive Evidence, that he was 4 
Teacher ſent from God, our Lord himſelf ap- 
peals. As oft as the Jews called upon him 
to ber them @ Sign from Heaven, they are 
referred to the Sign of the Prophet Jonas, and 
to the Reſurrection of his Body after they 
had 
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Aſſurance therefore of this, vain, as the 
| Apoſtle obſerves, would be the Faith of 
| Chriſtians, and vain would he their Hopes 
| 4 

| of Acceptance through the Blood of Jeſus, 
| This great Event the Apoſtles urged con- 
| ſtantly as the ſtrongeſt Proof, that God had 
| „ 


c 
ed both Lord and Chriſt. Acts (ii. 36.) And d 
1 when a new Apoſtle was toche choſen to tale 1 
part of that Miniſtry from which Judas by 7 
= Tranfereffon' fell, the Reaſon mentioned is th f. 
Neceſſity, that one mould: h ordained to be 4 P 


Witneſs witb the eleven of bis Reſurre&ion : In 
(Acts 1. 22, 3 As if the Reſurre&tion w were the 
main Point which i it behoyed chem to ſupport 
and prove. And indeed che Weiten 
of our Lord-is a Demonſträtibn, tha Cit 
was his Father, afd that ne pa pake to =_ 
kind by his Mouth.---But is Ty no 
feient Evidence of this important 2 — ; 
and have we Low COU - thar Jug 
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of the Text gives a very plain Narrative of 
this Event, of which the Apoſtles had re- 
peated Aſſurance. And Bleſſed indeed, in 
many reſpects, bleſſed were the Eyes that ſam, 
and the Ears that heard him, for they ſaw 
and heard and believed. But let not ſuc- 
cecding Generations of Men complain, be- 
cauſe they receive not the ſame kind of Evi- 
dence, and are not convinced by their Senſes. 
The Proof of Chriſt's Reſurrection by the 
Teſtimony of the Apoſtles is ſtill indeed ſatis- 
factory and full, abundantly full to all the 
Purpoſes of Conviction. Where there is 
Induſtry to ſearch after, and Willingneſs to 
embrace the Truth, there can be no reaton- 
able Ground of Diſbelief. And there is alſo 
a peculiar Merit and Reward belonging to 


our Acquieſcence and Aſſent on theſe. 


Grounds of Faith. Bleſſed even beyond 
the Apoſtles, in this reſpect, bleſſed are they 
that haue not ſeen, and yet have believed. 


Of the Occaſion of theſe Words the Chap- 
ter will inform you, It aroſe from the un- 
reaſonable 
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reaſonable Incredulity of one of the Diſci- 
ples, which our bleſſed Saviour nevertheleſs 
for the Satisfaction of an honeſt doubting 
Mind condeſcended to remove by giving 
the ſcrupulous Apoſtle an Evidence in his 
own Way. The Deſign of them is however 
to caution us againſt Unbelief, and againſt 
the Hope of any future extraordinary Evi- 
dence for the Cure of it. And becauſe there 
is a Bleſſedneſs annexed to a ſincere Faith in 
the Scripture Proof of the Reſurrection of 
Jeſus, founded as it is on the Teſtimony of the 
Apoſtles, in order to ſtrengthen « our Faith in 

this great Article of the Chriſtian Religion, 

I ſhall make it my Buſineſs to explain the 
Force and Evidence of this Tefimony, and to 
ſhew the ſolid Aſſurance it gives us, W 

we have not ſeen, yet to bellevt. | 
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t 

Moien ©o'eſtabliſh the ee of h 
the Apoſtles two Circumſtances are jndif- 
penſably required ;---firſt, that the Apoſtles 

were not deceived themſelves ;---and ſecondly, : 

| 


that they v Were under the Influence of every 
Motive 


r 
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Motive to ſpeak the Truth and Nothing but 
the Truth, and had no Intention of deceiving 
others, The firſt Circumſtance ſecures the 
Diſciples themſelves from all Impoſition and 
Miſtake. It ſuppoſes them fully informed 
of the Matter of Fact; that it was fairly 
propoſed to their Obſervation, carefully exa- 
mined, and throughly comprehended. - The 
ſecond aſſures us of 'their Fidelity in deliver- 
ing the Acccount of this Fact to others; 
that they honeſtly declared what they had 
faithfully obſerved, and were as ſtrictly care- 
ful in reporting the Reſurrection of their 
Maſter, as they had been ſcrupulouſly exact 
in examining all the Circumſtances, and fa- 
tisfying themſelves of the Truth of it. 


S & & *£ 


1---We have ſufficient Reaſon to believe, 
that the Diſciple® were not deceived them. 


ſelves. 


They were choſen by our Saviour to be 
the Publiſhers of his Doctrines, and to 
ſpread the Knowledge of the Goſpel through 

Vox. II. O all 
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all Nations. They were likewiſe informed be- 
forehand of the Difficulties and Dangers 
which they were to encounter, and were told 
what they muſt do, and what they muſt ſuf. 
fer for the ſake of Chriſt and in ſupport of 
his Cauſe; that inſtead of gaining Riches, 
or enjoying Pleaſure, they would be oppreſſ. 
ed with Poverty, and afflicted with Diſtreſſes; 
that inſtead of making Friends, or gaining 
Reputation, the Contempt and Hatred of 
the World, the bittereſt Perſecutions await- 
ed them in all Places, and Death itſelf in it's 
worſt Forms of Terror. Now would not 
this Proſpect alarm their Caution, and ef. 
fectually put them upon their Guard? What 
Man in his Senſes would not pauſe at this, 
would not ſeriouſly examine every Thing in 
a Matter that threatened ſuch terrible Con- 
ſequences? Which of you in ſuch a Caſe 
would ruſh wantonly into Danger ? And 
why will you ſuppoſe, that the Apoſtles 
would with leſs Reaſon expoſe themſelves to 
whatever there is afflictive and terrible to 


human Nature? Could any Thing but full 


and 
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and ſatisfactory Evidence convince them that 
the Cauſe they were to defend, which re- 
quired them to abandon the Religion of their 
Country, and to oppoſe all the Religions in 
the World, and by ſo doing to make all the 
World their Enemies, which was accompa- 
nied with the known Loſs of all that ĩs dear 
in Life, and with the conſtant Peril of 
Death; could any Thing embark them in 
an Attempt of this kind but the cleareſt, 
the plaineſt Evidence that the Cauſe they 
were defending was the Cauſe of God, and, 
when they had undergone all this Indignity 
and cruel Uſage in the preſent World, that 
there was a certain and abundant Recom- 
pence awaiting them in that which is to 


come? This would ſurely keep their Atten- 
tion awake, lead them to be ſuſpicious of 
every Thing, and to make the exacteſt Scru- 
tiny into the Reſurrection of their Maſter, 
which was to be the grand Demonſtration of 
his being the Meſſiah, and the deciding Proof 
of his heavenly Miſſion, 


O2 But 
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But with much leſs Suſpicion of Impoſ 


ture, than the Dread of Miſery would inſpire, 


the Circumſtances of our Saviour's Appear- 
ance to them were of ſuch a Nature, as made 
it impoſſible for them to be miſtaken. They 
ſaw him plainly alive after his Paſſion. They 
ſi him not once only, but often, not a few 

of them when ſeparated from the reſt, but 


all of them when aſſembled together, when 
each of them had ſeverally an Opportunity 


of making his own Remarks, of noting and. 


examining every Circumſtance, of converſing 
together afterwards upon the Miracle, and 
comparing the Reſult of their ſeveral Obſer- 


vations. When he appeared, it was in broad 


Day-Light, and in the Sight of the Sun, 
He gave them Time to recollect themſelves, 
to recover from the firſt Shock of an Event, 
that might hurry their Thoughts, and raiſe 
any Diſorder of Mind, Beſides, he not on- 


ly ſubmitted to be ſeen and heard, but even 
handled by them. Reach hither, ald he to 
one of them, and all of them heard the 

Challenge 5 


Mt 
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Challenge, and beheld the Experiment, reach 
hither thy Finger and behold my Hands; and 
reach hither thy Hand and thruſt it into ty 
Side, and be not faithleſs but believing. Now 
in a Matter thus plain, and obywus to 
Senſe, in judging of which neither Acutenefs 
of Genius, nor Sharpneſs of Wit, nor Depth 
of Learning were neceſſary, Notliing but iu 
ſound Underſtanding and a faithful Memory, 
Nothing but good Eyes and good Ears; af- 
ter ſuch fair Appeals to the Reaſon and 
Senſes of the Apoſtles, after ſuch free 


and full and repeated Examination as 
this, if the Apoſtles were - themſelves de- 


ceived, if they believed. that they beard 
with their Ears, and ſaw with their Eyes, and 
looked upon, « and handled with their Hands of the 
Word of Life, as Saint John expreſſes it, 
(1. John i. 1.) and were nevertheleſs miſ- 
taken; then there i is f urely Nothing but De- 


luſion 11 in Life. We cannot know our Pa- 
rents, | we cannot know our F riends, or 
Children again, if the Apoſtles could be 
deceived in the Perſon of their bleſſed Lord 
and Maſter, ---But 


2---AS 
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. . 2---As to ſuppoſe the Apoſtles deceived is 
in the laſt degree ridiculous” and abſurd ; fo 
have we the ſtrongeſt Reaſon to believe, that 
they were honeſt enough to report faithfully 
what they ſaw, and abhorred the very Thought 
of deceiving others. For Men to carry on 


an Impoſture, that may terminate in their 


Advantage, is no more than may be expected 
from the Degeneracy and Corruption of hu- 
man Nature. A Proſpect of Wealth and 
"Honour, or ſtrong Appetites of Pleaſure 
too frequently tempt Men into Deſigns, that 
cool Reaſon will not juſtify. But What was 
the Caſe of the Apoſtles ? They had indeed 
notonly no Inducement, ---NO Temptatation to 
-deceive z----but every Motive, every Intereſt, 
every Comfort, and every Hope of this Life 
and the next conſpired to make them ſpeak 


the Truth. Men are not wicked for No- 
thing. F Will any one in his right Wits ſer 


himſelf to propagate aF alſhood, from which 
he can have no poſſible” Advantage either 


1 Nemo gratis malus. 
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real or ſuppoſed, and which on the contrary 
in every View of it's probable Conſequences 
muſt end in his Deſtruction? Now this the 
Apoſtles did, if you ſuppoſe that they in- 
tended to deceive the World into the Belief 
of a Falſhood ; this Cheat they carried on at, 
the Expence of their Quiet, to the certain 
Ruin of their Fortunes, to the manifeſt De-- 
ſtruction of their Fame and Characters, and 
perſiſted in the Fraud even to Death. And 
is this eredible does it carry the leaſt Sha- 
dow of a Likelihood witk it? No: This is 
a Pitch of Folly of which human Nature is 
not capable, In the Caſe of the Apoſtles it 
is plain, as an able Writer obſerves, Þ that 
Nothing but a conſcious Senſe of Truth, 
with the Hope-of a future Reward from 
the God of Truth, could poſſibly ſup- 
« port” them in preaching their Maſter's 
Reſurrection © under the Loſs of all Things, 
* and under the actual Suffering of all the 
*Evils of Life. A good Man may give up 
his Intereſt for the lake of Truth: A bad 


t Dr. Adams's amy on Miracles, P. 36, 17. 


Man 
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& Man will facrifice Truth to Intereſt :--. 


But 0 Man will give up Intereſt and 
<* Truth together for Nothing, or for the 
« fake of Falſhood which is worſe than 
<« Nothing. That Men ſhould love Falſ- 
* hood rather than, \Truth-+--that they 
« thould chuſe Labour and. Sorrow, Pain” 
and Miſery before Pleaſure, Eaſe, and 
+ Eſteem,” is as contrary to Nature---as ut- 
texly impoſſible as for a Body to fink without 
Weight, or for a Stone to aſcend againſt the 
Laws of Gravity. 


Jo prevent the Belief, of our Saviour 
Reſurrection it was aſſerted by the Watch, 
and countenanced by the Chief Prieſts, that 
the Niſriples gf Jelus cane Night and. felt 
bim away, while the Guards were aſleep. But 
hat is there in this Account that wears the 
Face of Probability ? Were Men ever. ad- 
mitted before to bear Witneſs to what hap- 
pened while they ſiept? A Judge and Jury 
that ſhould lay any Streſs-qn ſuch Teſtimo- 
ny as this would be deſervedly thought to 

2 dream. 
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dream. If the Guards were aſleep, how 


could they know that the Diſciples had taken 
the Body away; and if they were awake; 
how came they to ſuffer tt? And if the 
apoſtles ſucceeded in this Attempt, whas 
Purpoſe could they poſſibly ſerve by it? Was 
t to make others believe what they did not 
believe themſelves ?- If they had folen the 
Body of Jeſus, then was not Chriſt riſen; then 
was he a Deceiver, and they the Dupes of 
tis Impoſture : And in this Caſe was it not 
far more likely, as it was far more natural 
fr them to load him with Curſts, and to 
publiſh the "Cheat to all the World, which 
ould have recommended them to every 
toneſt Man's Eſteem; whereas by preaching 
the Reſurrection they had Nothing to expect 
but Impriſonments, Reproaches, Perſecu- 
tions, and Death? Yet after this Robbery 
of the Sepulchre it is ſaid, that the Apoſtles 
vere really guilty of this Infatuation, fool- 
ly ſtood it out to the whole Nation of the 
ad ſealed their Teſtimony with their Blood, 

Vol. II. P and, 
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and, what is ſtill more ſtrange, engaged a 
large Number to embark in the ſame De. 
ſign, to aſſert the ſame Deluſion, and to ſup- 
port it with their Lives. Nay, they were 
mad enough to travel over the World for 
the Propagation of the ſame Impoſture, and 
the World, at leaſt the wiſeſt and ſobereſt 
Part of it, gave into the Deluſion, and were 
likewiſe mad enough to believe them. All 
this muſt thoſe maintain, who aſſert that Je. 
ſus did not really riſe from the dead but that 
his Body was ſtolen by his Diſciples. Credu 
Fudzus. Let thoſe Men believe it, who 
have loſt all - Senſations! of ITY and 
* 5 with common TUE 


* fe de that dhe Ruth uf cut 
tians in their Saviour's Reſurrection is a ra- 
tional Aſſent, built on the Baſis of Truth, 
and ſupported on ſolid Evidence. Our 82. 
viour for the Space of forty Days gave the 
Apoſtles the moſt undoubted Proofs of the 
Truth of his Reſurrection. They ſaw him 
alive at different Times and in various 
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Manners, converſed familiarly with him, eat 
and drank in his Preſence. Every rational 
Inducement concurred with the Evidence of 
their Senſes to perſuade them, that it was 
their Lord and Maſter, and that he was viſen 
indeed. No Temptations of Intereſt, nor 
Allurements of Pleaſure, interpoſed to bias 
their Belief, nor to make them weakly cre- 
dulous of a doubtful unexamined Fact; but, 
on the contrary, all the natural Deſires of 
Men, the Love of Reputation, the Love of 
Quiet, the Love of Life, the Averſion to 
Contempt and Perſecution, and the Terrors 
of Death, were Motives that all united to 
make them ſeverely inquiſitive, and rigidly 
ſerupulous in admitting the Truth of our 
Saviour's Reſurrection; they died in Confir- 
mation of their Faith, and gave this indiſ- 
putable Teſtimony of their Sincerity and 
deep Conviction of it's Truth. Have we 
not therefore abundant Reaſon to profeſs our 
Faith, as we do at this ſolemn Feſtival, in 


him that was dead but is alive again, was 


rucified but is riſen, and is now at the right 
1 Hand 
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Hand of God.---Bleſſed are they which ran | 
yu and caſt oy e nl 


9 1 


Such is our Chriſtian Faith, he Bid 
. of Things not ſeen, but ſtill moſt rationally | 
believed.---As an Improvement of it, and a 
juſt Inference which every ſenſible Man muſt 
make from it, let it be conſidered as the 
greateſt Conſolation againſt the Fears of 
Death. The Goſpel receives it's final Proof 
and Sanction from the Reſurrection of our 
Saviour, and Life and Immortality are brought 
to Light in the Goſpel. And Nothing affords 
more ſolid Comfort in a dying Hour, than 
the Teftimony of a good Conſcience, and the 
Conſideration of our departing hence into « 
better Country, that is an beavenly, where our 
Happineſs will be compleat and endlefs.--- 
But then we muſt remember, that the Na- 
ture of this future State ſtill depends on ou, 
Behaviour in the preſent, and will be happy 
or miſerable, as our Lives here have been 
good or bad. The only Way therefore toſup- 
port our Spirits in our laſt Moments, and to 

make 
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make our Death Bed eaſy, is to be fedfaf 
and unmoveable, always bounding in the Work 
of the Lord.---Dying is, in truth, a ſolemn 
Buſineſs; a dreadful Scene to thoſe who 
ſuffer the Terrors of a guilty Mind, Nor 
let any Man depend upon a Death Bed 
Repentance to calm the Rage of Conſcience, 
or aſſuage it's Anguiſh and Remorſe. For who 
can be-certain, that a Death Bed Repentango 
isa ſincere Repentunce? And is not the Uncer- 
_ rainty of this a frightful Canſidetation as it 
not terrible in that dark and gloomy Time, 
when a Man is welting thraugh the Valley of 
the Shadow of Death, to be ſhivering with. 
Doubt, andioft in perplexing Fears, ignorant 
of his eternal Fate, yet compelled to plunge 
for ever into a State that is wrapt up in im- 
penetrable Clouds and Darkneſs ? Bur if 2 
Man has made it his ſincere Endeavour to 
pleaſe God,--if he has the -Toftimony of his 
Conſcience, that in Simplicity and godly Sincerity 
he has Bad his Converſation in the. Warld,. 
Chriſt has happily delivered him from all his 
Terrors by his atoning Death upon the Croſs, 
4M by 
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by his Reſurrection from the dead, and his 
Interceſſion for him at the right Hand of God. 
How can he fear Death, who knows that 
Life detainshim'from the Place where he de- 
fires to be? Flow can this concluding Event 
diſtreſs him? A Storm it may be but it is 
à Storm that will bring him to a joyful Har! 
bour. When good Men are come to the 
Verge of Life, they can lock back with 
Comfort. They can look forward, and, 
far from being dejected at the Proſpect of 
the Grave, their Sols do magmfy the Lord, and 
their Spirits rejoice in God their Saviour. And 
now, when their laſt Hour approaches, they 
have no further Concern: in Life, than to 
take leave of their Friends, to bleſs their 
Children, to ſupport and comfort them- 


ſelves in the delightful Proſpect of an 
immortal Life, and a glorious Reſurrec- 


tion through the Redemption that is in Chriſt 
Jeſus. Who would not die the Death of 
the Righteous, and have their latter End like 
his ? What Man in his Senſes would not liye 
the Life of the Righteous, that his latter End 

| may 
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may be lik? Hin that in the Agonies of 
Death, and the Jaws of the Grave, he may 
be able to poſſeſs his Soul in Serenity and' 
peace. To obtain this great Happineſs de- 
ſerves the beſt Care and Diligence of dur 
Lives. And if we ſeriouſly and in earneſt 
deſire it, we muſt make haſte and delay not to 
keep God's Commandments. We muſt inſtant- 
Iy deny Ungodlineſs and worldly Lufts, and live 
ſober and righteous and godly in the 'preſent 
World, conſtantly prepared for Death, in 
order to die comfortably, and'to fall aſleep in 
Jeſus. We muſt ſo live as to have all Things 
ready for our laſt great Journey. To forget 
it, to think lightly and ſuperficially upon it, 
to neglect to prepare for it, is of the worſt 
Conſequence, and of the moſt extreme Dan- 
ger to every valuable Hope and Intereſt of. 
Man. An uncomfortable Death is then cer- 
tain, The Hopes of the next Life are ab- | 
ſolutely endangered. And beſides, Life is 
ſo uncertain, that a wiſe Man ſhould always 
be prepared for the worſt. God only knows, 


when we ſhall be called to give an Account of = 
Our 
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our Stewardſbip; and the Goſpel tells us, 

that when the Bridegroom cometh, unleſs we are 

ready to enter with him to the Marriage, 

the Deor will be hut againſt us. Watch there 
fare, for ye know neither the Day, nor the 
| Hour, when the Son of Man cometh. 


God give us the Grace to watch always, 
and to be conſtantiy prepared, that, whenever 
be ſhall call us, we may depart, in Peace, 
and be Partakers of bis Salvation through 
the- oo of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 0 
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4s many as are led by the Spirit of God, they 
are the Sons of God. 


(CHRISTIANITY at it's firſt Appear- 
ance 1n the World was atteſted, and re- 


commended to the Attention of Mankind by 
a Profuſion of Miracles. Whatever can be 
conceived as a proper Diſplay of the Finger 
of God accompanied it's infant State, and 
held it up to the Notice of Mankind. One 
of theſe amazing Evidences of the divine 
Concern for the Support and Propagation 
of the Religion of Jeſus is the Subject of 
this Day's Commemoration ; namely, the 
Vol. II. 1 ſudden 
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ſudden miraculous Infuſion of the Gift of 
Languages into a ſet of uneducated Perſons, 
and enabling them to preach the Goſpel to eve- 
ry Creature. But theſe . ſupernatural Interps. 
fitions, and the Gift of Miracles continued no 
longer than the Reaſons of them; till the 
ſeveral Nations had Natives of their own to 
preach the Gaſpel to them in their own Lan- 
guages ; till Chriſtianity was ſufficiently at- 
teſted, and Jeſus was ſhewn to be the Meſ- 
ſiah, who was to die for the Propitiation of 
on Lins: But the ordinary Influences of th: 
Hoh Ghoſt ſtill ſubfiſt "in the Church, and 
ſhall accompany it to the End of the World. 
As many as are the Sons of God are ſtill led j 
the Spirit of God; as I ſhall endeavour to ex- 
plain and prove, But then i it is neceſſary to 
conſider with true Caution how this Matter 
ſtands, leſt any of us ſhould fondly deludc 
ourſelves into a groundleſs Preſumption, 
ſuch as muſt always both diſgrace and in- 
jure true Religion, as if being led by the Si- 
rit of God was more ſenſible and evident to 
ug, than in the Nature of the Thing, and 
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conſiſtently with our moral Powers, it really 
can be. This indeed we moſt certainly 
know, that in the Renewal of our Nature 


God's Spirit is the principal Agent; that 


without him we can do notbing; and that he 
is the Author and Finiſher of our Faith, who 
worketh'in us both to will and to de; (Phil, ii, 


13.) that doth not however work.upan. us as 


a Mechanick works upon dead Materials, but 
as upon living and free Agents, that can 
and muſt:co-operate with him, 

In diſcourſing on the Text I ſhall 


1 Enquire into the Effects, which this 


A heading of God's Spirit produces.---And | 


2---Point out the Improvements, which 
we are concerned to make of this heavenly 


Aſſiſtance. 


As to the Manner of the Holy Ghoſt's 


Operation on our Minds, it will not be ex- 


pected, that we, who know ſo little of the 
| Q 2 es Nature 
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N ature of Spirits, ſhould be able to Explain 


this extraordinary Commerce of the firſt in 
finite Spirit with Man that holds, perhaps, 


the very loweſt Rank in the Scale of intel. 
lectual Beings. The Effects of it neverthe- 


leſs we very plainly diſcern. The Wind blow- 
eth where it lifteth, and you hear the "Sound 


thereof, but cannot tell whence it cometh, nor 


vbitber it goeth : So is every one that is born of 


the Spirit. We ſee, that the Man is changed, 
and become a nem Creature: But the Know- 


ledge of that Action, which produced this 


Change, is quite above our naehe. 
ſion. 


It ſeems, I think, 2 Principle, which may | 


be reaſonably aſſumed, that the Aſſiſtance, 
which God's Spirit communicates to Man, is 

deſigned to reſtore and perfect his Nature, 
not to overwhelm and deſtroy it, Now, if 
Grace be to reſtore our Nature, it muſt i in- 
fluence in the lame way and manner, as 

our Reaſon governs us; as were it eſſentially 
to deſtroy our Nature, then muſt Grace ne- 


| eefſtate, and rreſiſtibly determine our Beha- 


viour 
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viour. And this would not only commit a 
perpetual Violence on the Frame of our Be- 


ings, and thereby reverſe the Conſtitution of 


them, but alſo deſtroy the very Being of Vir- 
tue and Religion in Man, which is no longer 
Religion and N. chan while it 1s Ley 
and unconſtrained, | 


Now what is the chief Wants of ku. 
man Nature in the Buſineſs of Salvation? 
mention not Man's fallen Condition. 1 
ſuppoſe him ſenſible of this, ſenſible that he 
is a Sinner and has come ' ſhort of the Glory of 
God, ſenſible that God ſent his Son to call 
him to Repentance, ſenſible likewiſe that he 
muſt repent or periſh, but unable in his own 
Strength to repent and turn himſelf to God, 
in himſelf fickle and inconſtant, without juſt 


and ſolid Nytiaus of Religion, and therefore 


likewiſe without juſt and warm Affection 
for it, more concerned to make Proviſion for 


the Fleſb than to ſtudy the Holineſs of Chriſ- 


tianity, or to ſeek his Happineſs in the nar- 
row Path of - God's Commandments. 


Now 
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Now for the Recovery of this Wanderer ä 

is it not neceſſary in the firſt Place to arreſt 
this Juconſtancy, and fix this IJnattentin? il - 
If the firſt: Want of untegenerate Man be 
the Want of Attention, the firſt Effect of Ml | 
Grace ſurely is to ſupply this Want. With- / 
out Attention it is impoſſible that the Means f 
of Salvation ſhould obtain their End. Re- 
ligion in Man is upheld by Faith. Faith 
works by Hopes and Fears, by propoſing 
the Joys of Heaven to our Wiſhes, and aw- 
ing us with the Dread of everlaſting Bum 
ings. But neither the Joys of Heaven nor 
the Terrors of Puniſhment can influence to 
_  Godlineſs, unleſs in our Minds and Thoughts 
we duly attend to them. We ſee many In- 
ances of Perſons, who can trifle with 
Oaths, and play with the horrideſt Imprecs- 
tions of Damnation. Many Perſons of 
Senſe enough in other Matters lead very un- 
chriſtian Lives. If they do not forſake the 
 ffemblies of public Worſhip, 4s the Manntr 
of ſome is ; yet the awful Truths of Rel. 
| gion 
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gion, which are there propoſed and heard, 
work no Manner of Alteration in their Be- 
haviour: Whilſt others of inferior natural 
Abilities are penetrated and affected with the 
Promiſes and Threatnings of Religion, and 
perſuaded to work out their Salvation with 
Fear and Trembling. What can be the Rea - 
ſon of this unlikely Difference, when ſenſible 
Men live wickedly, and Men of very. mean 
Capacity and Attainments in other reſpects 
ſhew a much better Judgment, and chuſe 
that good Part, the Care of their ggreatelt 
and moſt laſting Intereſts ? Some, I fear, 
have been much ſtaggered at this ſtrange 
Appearance, and almoſt perſuaded to believe 
Religion not the wiſeſt Choice, and that they 
had cleanſed their Hearts in vain, But ſhall 
| tell you a plain Truth? It is not always 
the greateſt Genius that underſtands Reli- 
gion beſt, , Some Men of the moſt eminent 
Abilities, when their Minds are under the 
Power of looſe and wicked Affections, are 
but poor Judges of Truth, though perhaps 
very ingenious Defenders of Error. How 

ſhoulg 
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ſhould they underſtand when they never im- 
partially examined it? Habits of Senſuality 


and Riot have rendered them impenetrable ; 
to the Advices of Religion. The important , 
Truths of it, like Arrows ſhot againſt an s 
Anvil, rebound from their Minds without $ 


making any Impreſſion. They have no Ear 
to hear, no Heart to under ſtand J whilſt 

others in an honeſt and good Heart attend to the 

Word, and therefore Bring forth Fruit with 

Patience. This therefore ſeems to be the 

firſt Effggt of "Grace to cauſe us to mind the 

Things that belong to our Peace, and fo to put 
us under the leading of the divine Spirit. 


In this Manner it was that God, in whoſe 
Hand are the Hearts of all Men, directed the 
Attention of Lydia to the Truths which St. 
Paul explained before her, and the Proofs 
which he offered in ſupport of them. The 
ſacred Hiſtorian tells us: T Lord opened 
her Heart, as the Way to her Converſion, ſo 
that ſhe attended unto the Thing" "obich were 
* 7 Paul. = Xvi. 14.) ET 


From 
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From confidering and tending to Things 


1 we get right Notions, and grow to be affected 
7 by them. Mere Knowledge indeed is good 
: for nothing but to encreaſe the Guilt of 
* Diobedicnce to it. Bur a Chriſtian Know- 
w ledge, which flows from ſerious Thoughts, 
* FI with God's Bleſſing have an Influ- 
N exceon Life. To knowthe onh true God and Je- 
10 ſus Chriſt, the Scripture tells us, is Life eternal. 
N Not that a merely ideal Acquaintance with 
b. the God, whoſe fallen Creatures we are, 
10 or with the infinite Love of our Redeemer, 


who ſuffered in our ſtead, and has waſhed us 
from our Sins in his Blood, can in the leaſt 
degree recommend the Man, who rebels 
zainſt every Obligation, that ſo much Kind- 


ut 


4 nels impoſes. But ſurely the ſerious Know- 

8. edge of cheſe affecting Truths deeply impreſſ- 

if, ed by cool Meditation, and the Grace of God | 
de pon the Heart, muſt in all reaſonable Crea- [l 
„ = lead powerfully to Obedience, and \ 
0 make them to think and ſay with the Apoſtle: \ 
pe The Love of Chriſt conſtraineth us, becauſe we \ | 


ious judge, that if one died for all then were all 
Vor. II R dead 
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dead ; and that be died for all, that they whic 


live ſbould not henceforth live unto | themſeloes, 
but unto bim which died for them, and "oe 
12 K (2. Cor. \ v. 14. 15), | 


F Such Sentiments. and | Diſpoſitions of 
Heart the Apoſtle recommends to bi 
Epheſians, and beſeeches God's Spirit 
to produce in them. For this Cauſe, ſays 


he, I bow- my Knees tinto the Father of our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, cf «whom the whole Family 
in Heaven and Earth is named, that be would 


grant unto. you according to the Riches of his 


Gary . to be ſtrengthened with Might. by 
his Spirit in the inner Man; that Chriſt may 
dwell in your Hearts % Faith; that ye being 
rooted and grounded in Love may be able to 
comprehend with all Saints, what i is. the Breadib, 


and Length, and Depth, and Height, and 1 
know the Love of Chriſt which paſſeth Knou- 
ledge, that ye might be filled with all the Ru | 


neſs of Cod. (Ch. ii. 14370 
And fo a necolfury's are theſe Sent. 
ments in Religion, this Affection and cordial 
| Ain 
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Attachment to our Duty, * Nothing can 
be done to any acceptable Purpoſe without 
it. Knowledge in Religion, let me repeat it 
once more, has no Value, unleſs it dothdirect 
and influence our Lives. Faith, as a Virtue 
of Chriſtianity, is not a Notion of the Brain, 
not an idle Speculation, or cold Aſſent, but 
a Perſuaſion that reaches the Heart = Faith 
that worketh by Love, an active zealous Prin- 
ciple, that is meant by Regeneration, and 4 
new Creature, thoſe Metaphors in Scripture 
that ſtrongly expreſs the thorough Change 
which Chriſtianity produces, the creating a 
clan Heart and renewing a right Spirit within 
us. In this Manner are we waſhed and ſanc- 
tified by the Spirit of our God ;---and this is 
the Meaning of our being ſealed by the Spirit, 
that is, our receiving his Image and Impreſ- 
ſion, which conſiſts in Righteouſneſs and true 
Holineſs. And when our Wills are bent, and 
our hard Hearts melted, our wild Affections 
reduced, and the inborn Diſtemper of 'our 
Paſſions healed ; when every Thought is 
brought into Captivity to Chriſt, and every 
Deſire is ruled by the Standard of the Goſ- 

R 2 pel; 
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pel; when you have given up your Minds 
to the Guidance of Religion when you have 
ſuch a Faith, as enables you to bafflle all the 
Terrors and Temptations of the World, 
that commands all the Paſſions of the Soul, 
that ſays to one, go and it goetb, and to another, 
come and it cometh, habitually obedient to it's 
Orders; a Faith that is the firſt Spring, and 
the continual Guide and Director of every 
Action, of every Word, and Thought; 
theſe indeed are the full Effects of Grace on 
regenerate Man, and a proper Senſe in which 
the Spirit of God may be {aid to lead the Child: 
ren of God.---Let us now. | 


2---Conſider. the Uſe which we are con. 
cerned to make of this divine Aſſiſtance. 

As many as are led by the Spirit of God, they 
are the Sons of Ged. You have heard what 
this Spirit produces in thoſe whom it poſſeſ- 
ſes, how it roots out Corruption and umplants 
in it's ſtead every Grace and Virtue of 
Chriſtianity ;- the Faith of which is not a 
vain Credulity in the Name of Jeſus, but to 
do the Things which he has commanded, and 

to 
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to come to Chriſt by that Repentance which 
the Goſpel teaches ; to ſeek your Reconcilia- 


tion as a returning prodigal Son, truly repent- 
ing of your Sins paſt, ſincerely ſenſible of 


your own Miſery, and earneſtly defiring to be 

cleanſed from 'your Corruptions. And if 
you have theſe Evidences of your Chriſtian 
Sincerity, ſurely you are the Sons of God. 
To be led by the Spirit is to produce the 
Fruits of it in all Goodneſs, Righteouſneſs, and 
Truth: And if you bear this Mark and Im- 
preſſion of God's Spirit on your Liyes, doubt 
not that you are led by the Spirit of God, and, if 
you perſevere, that you ſhall have your Por- 
tion among the Children of God; who are the 
Heirs of God, and Joint Heirs with Chriſts 
whom the Father hath- appointed Heir wr of all 
Things. 


The Apoſtle mentions indeed another Aſ- 
ſurance of Chriſtian Sincerity ; when God's 
Ppirit beareth Witneſs with our Spirit that we 
are the Children of God. Some have fanci- 
ed this to conſiſt in. ſenſible Atteſtations, 
in certain Feelings of God's Acceptance, and 

| an. 
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an immediate Conſciouſneſs of ſome ſuper-, 
natural Evidence of their heavenly Adoption, 


But this, I tear, is Nothing more than a 
Deluſion. Some Conſtitutions. are ſo fiery 
and combuſtible, and it is ſo eaſy in them to 
miſtake a F lame of Thought, a Melting of 
the Brain, the Workings of an overheated 
Imagination for this Witneſs of God's Spirit, 
that this dangerous deluſive Evidence cannot, 
I think, be the Teſtimony meant by the 
Apoſtle. The Text is capable of another 
very rational Conſtruction. What is the 
Witneſs of our own, Spirit, but that which 
the Apoſtle elſewhere calls the Te eſtimony of 
our Conſciences ; and what is the Witneſs of 
God's Spirit, but the Witneſs of Scripture 
that is given by the Inſpiration of God's Spi- 
rit? And if the Teſtimony of our own Con- 
ſciences agree with the revealed Declarations 
of the Will of God, when honeſtly and im- 
partially compared together, we may very 
truly ſay in a Senſe full of Conſolation and 
Aſſurance to thoſe of whom this Teſtimony 


holds true ;---the Spirit of God beareth Vu. 
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neſs with our Spirit, that we are the Children 
of God. | 


But let every Man examine his own Heart, 
and impartially ſearch into the true State af 
his Chriſtian Character. You muſt be either 
the Sons of God, or the Children of that 
Apoſtate Being who is the Enemy of God. 
Judge yourſelves, Brethren, whether thoſe 
that live in the general Courſe of a wicked 
Behaviour, in Injuſtice, Inhumanity, Intem- 
perance, and filthy Luſts; whether thoſe who 
live in the Practice of any one known Sin, 
or in the habitual Neglect of any Part of 


their known Duty; conſider and determine 


for yourſelves, whether they that do ſuch 
Things deſerve to be called be Children of 
Cod, or can in any Propriety of Speech be 
ſaid to be led by the Spirit of God. In this the 
Children of God are manifeſt, and the Children 
of the Devil; whoſoever doeth not Righteouſ- 
neſs is not of Cod. And think not, I beſeech 
you, that this is a trifling Enquiry ; but let 
me aſſure you in the Name ef God, that 
your 


1 
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your infinite Happineſs depends on the fair 
Determination of this very important Point. 
If you will judge yourſelves, if you will call 
your Lives to a ſtrict Account, ſeverely en- 


quire into your Conduct, and compare it 


with the Law of your Duty, if you repent 
where you have done amiſs and dealt wick- 


earneſtly, and conſtantly implore the Aids of 
his bleſſed Spirit in the Courſe of your Du- 
ty, there is no Doubt of your Forgiveneſs, 


and future Support in your... Chriſtian Obe- 


dience. 1tis true, Chriſtian Religion hath done 
every Thing for us, that conſiſtently with 
our Liberty-and free Agency it- can do. It 
inſpires us with Attention to the Things that 
belong to our Peace, and ſupplies us with new 
Strength for the Performance of our Duty 3 
but it is ſtill in our Power to reſiſt it's Influ- 
ence, and divert our Thoughts upon other 
Things. But if we are fo obſtinately bent 
upon Vice as to purſue it at our deareſt Peril, 
and reject the Warnings of God's Grace to 


the 


edly, pray that God for Chriſt's Sake would 
forgive you all that is paſt, and humbly, 


] 
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the eternal Damage of our Souls, we ſhall 
have this Aggravation 0 by our Guik and Tor- | 
ment, that we received the. Grace of God i in 
dain, and that our Ruin and Deſtruction i 18 
entirely of ourſelves : And how deplorable 
ſoever our Condition ſhall prove in the. fu- 
ture State, our Blood will be” upon, our ;own 
Heads, God's Juſtice will triumph in our 
Ruin, and our own Conſciences with all the 
World will be forced to pronounce him holy 


in all his Mays, and righteous in all his Doings. 


Yet of you, my Brethren, I hope better 
Things, and 7 bings that accompany your Sal- 
vation; even whatſoever Things are juſt, 
whatſoever Things are pure, whatſoever T hings 
are honeſt, and of good Report, if there be any 
Virtue, if. there be any Praiſe, that you will 
tudy and practiſe theſe Things. And 1 
pray God, who alone can order the unruly 
Wills and Affections of finful Men, that he 
would grant unto us, that we may know and 
love the Thing which he has commanded. 
Give us; O God, the Spirit to think and do 

Vor. II. 8 always 


130 SERMON VII. 

always ſuch Things as be rightful, Keep us, 
Lord, we beſeeth thee, with thy perpetual Mer- 
&y ; and becauſe the Frailty of Man withou 
Thee cannot but fall, we pray thee, that thy 


Grate may always prevent and follow us, ket) 


us ever from all Things hurtful, and lead us t 
all Things profitable. to our Salvation throng 
You cn ear Lord. 


S ER. 


„ CC. 


Gen. xxviil. 16, 
Surely the Lord is in this Place! 


A ND is not God in every Place, pre- 

ſent at all Times, and with all Per- 
ſons? Is there @ Creature that is not manifeſt in 
his Sight ? Are not all Things naked and open 
to the Eyes of him, with whom we have to do? 
Which Way ſoever you turn, are you not 
ſure to meet with God? For can any Thing 
be void of him who filleth all in all? Un- 
doubtedly the good Patriarch knew and be- 


lieved all this, and wanted not to be told 
N S 2 what 
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what his Royal Deſcendant ſo ſublimely ex- 
preſſes; that God ſearcheth us out and knows 
us, knows our down-ſitting and up-riſing, and 
underſtandeth our Thoughts afar off ; that he is 
about cur Bed, and about cur Path, and ac- 
quainted with all our Ways, that he hath beſet 
us behind and before, and the Darkneſs hideth 
not from God. But what ſo awed the Patri- 
arch's Spirits, ſo excited his holy Reverence 
and Wonder, the Verſes preceding the Text 
will inform us. Forced into Exile by a 
Brother's unnatural Deſign upon his Life he 
lighted on a certain Place, and tarried there all 
Night.----- And he dreamed a Dream, and be- 

hold a Ladder ſet, whole Top reached . unto 
Heaven, and the Angels of God aſcended and 
deſcended upon it. And leſt the Heir of the 
Bleſſing of Abraham expelled from his own 
Country, and from his Father's Houſe, and 
wandering in a ſtrange Land, ſhould de- 
ſpopd. or doubt the Performance of thoſe 
Things which had been told him; the Lord 
Cad of Abraham appears, repeats and en- 


larges the promiſed Bleſſing, and affures him 


that 
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that none of his Words ſhould fail. The 
reſt is Jacob's Reflection upon the heavenly 
Viſion: ; Surely the Lord is in this Place! 
This is none other but the Houſe of God, 
ond this is the Gate of Heaven. 


The Solemnity of this Day will ſuggeſt to 
us ſuitable Meditations on theſe affecting 
Words.---Let me beſeech your Attention to 
a few Obſervations on the Nature of the 
ſacred Office performed on this Occaſion : 
After which I ſhall enquire how fit and rea- 
ſonable it is, that ſuch Places ſhould be con- 


ſecrated to God, and ſeparated from common 
Uſes. GS p65. | 


And would God, that every Man would 
adopt the Patriarch's devout Sentiments ! | 
Places conſecrated to religious Worſhip are 
in the full Senſe of Iſrael's ſtrong Expreſſion 
none other than the Houſe of God, and the Gate 
of Heaven. The God of Abraham, of Iſaac, 
n- and of Jacob, is likewiſe the God of Chriſ- 
im tians, infinitely preſent to hear the Prayers 
lat | of 
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af all that call upon him, but more pecu- 
parly and graciouſly preſent in Places dedi- 
cated and ſet apart to his Worſhip and Ser. 


vice. 


But will God indeed dwell in Temples mad: 
with Hands ? Bebold the Heaven and Heaven 
of Heavens cannot contain him. Whither can 
you go from his Spirit, or whither can you go 
From his Preſence ? Whither can you retire, 
where his Hand ſhall not lead you, and his 
right Hand hold you? This indeed is great 
Matter of Comfort to weak imperfect Cres. 
tures, and a ſtrong Reaſon why Men ought 
always to pray, and not to faint, ſince God is 


' every where preſent, and his Being as near to 


us as we are to ourſelves. But God's uni- 


verſal Preſence is no more a Reaſon againſt 
the Erection and Dedication of Chriſtian 
Churches, than it was againſt the Building 


of the Jewiſh Temple. Well did the wiſe 
King know, when he built an Houſe to God, 
that his Eſſence was not to be circumſcribed 

8 within material Suuckures But though 
God's 
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God's Preſence be infinite, yet Man, in all 
reſpects, is a very limited Being. His Ac: 
tions are neceffarily confined to Time and 
Place, and his religious Actions as neceſſa- 
rily ſubject to the ſame Limitations, And 
the Practice of the Church in all Ages, and 
the Opinion of all Nations concur to per- 
ſuade us, that the Dedication of particular 
Places to the Worſhip of the Deity is agree - 
able to God, is conſonant to common Senſe, 
and ſuitable to the Nature of ſuch a Being as 


It is indeed true, that Conſecration does 
not change the Nature of Things. Perſons, 


and Times, and Places devoted to God, ac- 


cording to the common Sentiments of Man- 
kind, bear a ſpecial Relation to him, more 
peculiarly belong to the God of our Lives, 
and become ſacred, not by any intrinſic Sancti-, 
ty, but by a relative Sort of Holineſs ; as ap. 
pertaining to that Being bo is glorious in Ho- 
lineſs ; as means of promoting the Honour and 

Reverence of his holy Name; as inftrumen-- 
E tal 
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tal to make the Comers thereunto a; wu 
holy, as their Duty requires, in all Manner 
of Converſation. In theſe Reſpects, and for 
_ theſe Reaſons are Churches holy, and no far-. 
ther holy, than they ſerve theſe holy Pur:- 


There is no Superſtition in ſuch 4/Prac-/ 


tice as this, nor any Thing abſurd in ſuch a 


Dedication of our Churches to God. No- 
thing but what clear Reaſon appproves, and 


the conſtant Uſage of all Chriſtians in all 


Ages gives a Sanction to. From the earlieſt 

and pureſt Days of the Church we gather, 

that a Difference was ever made between ſa· 
cred and common Places. What! Have e 
not Houſes to eat and to drink int or deſpiſe ye the 
Cburcb of God. is a Queſtion of St. Faul, 
that evidently ſuppoſes this Diſtinction made, 
and cenſures the prophane Contempt of ii. 
Of God's peculiar Regard: to theſe Places, 
and of his more peculiar Preſence in the Af. 
ſemblies ef the Saints, and in che ſolemn 


Places of divine Worſbip, we haye ſtrong; 
| Reaſon 
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Reaſon to be perſuaded. And what Solo- 


mon ſo earneſtly: prayed for, that what Sup- 


plication ſoever be made by am Man, or by all: 
he People 1ſracl, ubich: ſball know every Man. 
the Plague of his own Heart, and ſhall: prend 
forth his Hands towards this Houſe; then bear 
thou in Heaven and forgive ;---what was but 
the wiſe Man's Prayer is made the Chriſtian's 
Promiſe ;---where two or three are gathered to- 
gether, there am I in the midſt of you. When- 


ever the Congregation meets, ſurely the Lord 


is in this Place. Vetily, verily, whatſoever * 
gl aſk the Father in the Name of Jeu, le 
will give it ho It is true undoubtedly, that 
God dell in the Hearts of all good Men, 
with them that are of an humble and contrite 
Spirit ; and that he will be pretent to every 


devout Perſon that 585 as he ſhould do. 
But the Promiſe 1 is yet more expreſs to thoſe 


that join thelt Prayers together ;---ſtronger 
ſtill to the united Petitions of a hole Con- 


gregation preferred to him in the Name of 
jeſus Chriſt, and in the Church of God. 


Hither if we repair in the Spirit of true De- 
Vol. II. * votion, 


133 SERMON. VIII. 


votion, with pure Hands and a clean Heart, 
and our Souls elevated towards Heaven; if 
we confeſs and bewail our manifold Sins and 
Wickedneſs, ſet before our Creator the Wants 
and Grievances we labour under, implore 
his Pardon for the one, and befeech bis 
Goodneſs and Mercy to relieve us under the 
other God moſt certainly hears what we 


ſay, and will as certainly grant what we pray 
for, if we af any Thing according te his Will, | 
if our Prayer be, as we are taught, for daih 


Bread,---that the Kingdom of God may come, 
and his Will be done in our Souls, If we in- 
voke the Father of Mercies to pardon our 
Sins, and the Cod of all Conſolation to relieve 
our Diſtreſſes, well may we reſt aſſured that 
all Things, ſooner or later, «vill-work together 
fer our Good ;---that no good Thing, Nothing 
that is really expedient for them, ſhall be de- 
nied to thoſe that believe the Goſpel, and 


lead a godly Life. 


vou cee therefore, he is the Holineſs of 
God's Houſe, and what Promiſes are made 
= ey to 
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to thoſe who reverence his Sanctuary: and for- 

Jake not the aſſembling of themſelves together. 
Let us, if it be neceſſary, enquire, how #/ 
and reaſonable it is, that ſuch Places ſhould be 
dedicated to the Worſhip of God. 


That God's Name ſhould be honoured in 
the Earth is a Principle of ſelf evident Rea- 
ſonableneſs. That Men ſhould: remember 
their Creator is as manifeſtly right, as that 
no Man ſhould forget his Friend and Bene- 
factor. If a Son honoureth his Father, and a 
Servant his Maſter; (Malachi. i. 6.): if theſe 


Expreſſions of Duty. are ever the, ſtrongeſt 


in the greateſt and beſt Minds; and if God 
be our Father and Maſter, if it is he that hath 
made us, and not we ourſelves ; can we refuſe 
to pay. theſe natural Honours, when they are 
ſo juſtly and eminently due to him? But 
Men may , glorify God not only in their 
Hearts and Affections, and by the. Zeal and 
Devotion of their Minds, but by viſible and 
external Actions, by lifting up their Hands, 
by kneeling before him, and employing 

| ES 


their 


ſerve thoſe whoſe obliged Beneficiaries we are. 


impoſſible. 4 Man cannot be profitable to 


Praiſe, to publiſh to others the Senſe we have 


before Men with the moſt engaging Luſtre, 


tion met together in a Place ſet apatt for ſi- 


their joint Prayers and Praiſes to the Cad and 
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their Tongues in making bis Praiſe to be gli. 
rious,” And how ſhall this be ſo effectually 
done, as when we aſſemble and meet together t1 
-render Thanks for the great Benefits ve have 


received at his Hands? We all think, and 
very juſtly, that a Gratitude is due for Kind- 
neſſes received, that Duty requires us to 


Now to ſerve God, in the Senſe ' wherein 
Men are ſaid to ſerve one another, is indeed 


God, as he that it wiſe may be profitable u 
himſelf. (Job. xxii. 2.) To ſerve him there. 
fore mult be rather to ſet forth his muſt worth 


of his adorable Perfections. And in the 
public Aſſemblies of Chriſtians can we beſt 
perform this. There vill our Light ſhine 


To ſee a numerous, yet regular Congregs- 


cred Purpoſes, uniformly breathing forth 


Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ;---what mor 


ſtriking 


ſtriking Scene can be imagined to make Va- 
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nity-itſelf thoughtful, to perſuade even Pro- 


phaneneſs to become devout, to g and do 


kae and gloriſ our common Father which 


is in Heaven? 


« Towards the keeping Mankind in Or- 
der,“ as I one obſerves who had certainly a 
great Inſight into human Nature, te it is ne- 
8 ceſſary there ſhould be fome Religion pro- 
« feſt and even eſtabliſned, which cannot be 
« without ſome public Worſhip. And were 
'«it not for that Senſe of Virtue which is 
« principally preſerved, fo far a8 it is pre- 
4 ſerved, by national "Forms and Habits, of 
„Religion, Men would-ſoon run wild, prey 
upon one another, and do what elſe the 
zung * 2 


Conſider 1 W more 28 . Conſe- 
cration of proper Places to God's. Service 
taken from the Make and Frame of our Na- 
ture. We all know and feel our ow Frail- 
ties, how nnch the: Principle of: Intelligence 
wichin us ſuffers from the, Iuſluence and Ty- 


+ Wollaſton, Relig, Nat, delin, P. 124. 


ranny 
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N many Things. (Wiſd. ix. 15. Such is the 
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ranny of our Senſes. The corruptible Body 
preſſeth down the Soul, and the earthly Taberna- 
cle "weigheth down the Mind that muſeth an 


Form and Conſtitution of our Spirits, that 
it is difficult to keep the. ſame Thought, 


| much more difficult to keep the ſame reli- 
; gious Thought fill _ preſent to the Mind, 
© to ſettle and fix what is in it's own Nature 
« ſo wandering and volatile.” . Diffipation 


ſteals upon us  infenſibly, | and Lain 


„ 


| 4 often interpoſe between God and our, Soul, 


cool the Ardour of our Prayers, deaden the 


Vigour of heavenly Sentiments, and quench 
the warm Gratitude of our Hearts, Can 


we therefore too cautiouſly guard againſt 
this unhappy Weakneſs of our Nature, by 


Buſineſs and common Life; where this 
World and it's Cares ſo | habitually ſollicit 
and ſubdue our Senſes, by repairing to God's 


Building, the Place where the Lord is, where 
the ſolemn Meeting, where e Object of 
religious 


2 4 


E 


Thoughts, to fence againſt the Intruſion of 
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religious Veneration tends to collect our 


carthly Cares, to inſpire Life and Warmth 
into our Devotions, and excite us to worſhip 
God, as we are commanded to love him, with 
all our Hearts and all our Souls ? 


| This indeed is our bound ay when 
ever we reſort to the Houſe of God. For if 
the Mind be abſent,---if the Heart does not 
join in the Service of the Lips, in vain do 


' we come to Church, if we come but to offer 


the Sacriſice Fools. And it is hard to ſay 
which is moſt abſurd and ſinful,. for Men 
to worſhip dead Images the Work of their 
own Hands, or to treat the living God with 
a Service fit for nothing but dead Images, 
with Words and Sounds to which their 
Hearts are Strangers. | 


To aſk of God thoſe Bleſſings and Mer. 


cies which we want is a juſt and reaſonable 
Duty, founded both in the Nature of God, 


and in the Nature of Man; in the Nature 
| "a | . of 
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of God, as he is the Aut bor of every good and 
perfect Gift, and the Fountain of all Happi- 
neſs; and in the Nature of Man, who is a 
very weak and very imperfect Creature, com- 
paſſed with, Wants, which he cannot ſupply, 
liable to many Calamities, and expoſed. to, 
many Dangers, which he cannot ſufficiently 
provide againſt, You do» not underſtand, 
perhaps, the Philoſophy of Prayer. Bur 
this every Man, that will conſult his Bible, 
may very plainly underſtand; that Prayer is 
the inſtituted Means of obtaining the Bleſſ. 
mgs: and Mercies of Heaven ;---that we 
mult 4, if we will receive : And we are af. 
ſured that every one that aſketh doth receive; 
chat, if Men being evil know how to give 
good Gifts unto their Children, much more ſhall 
out Father which is in Heaven give good 
Things to them that aſt him. With ſuch a 
Promiſe from him who gave us our Lives, 


and will give to our Prayers every Thing 
that belongeth to Life and Godlineſs,---whiy 


hbild'Men be ſlow to aſk, or averſe to ſeek 
when' they may fo alluredly find, fo certainly * 


I eceipe, 
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receive, if not the very Bleſſing which they 
aſk, yet ſomerhing which they really 1 moſt 
want, and will be moſt for their Advantage 
to obtain. Thoſe, who have been ſo very 
commendably zealous to build up the. Houſe 
of God, that have joined both their Hearts 
and their Hands in this Labour of Piety, 
will ſhew, I truſt, a Zeal as ardent in fre- 


quenting the Courts of the Lord's Houſe, will 


be as ſeriouſiy devout and earneſt, as Men 
perſuaded that he Lord.is in this Place, will 
be as humbly importunate for Pardon and 
Grace to help, as thoſe who know themſelves 
to be ſinful Creatures, unable to eſcape, if 

God ſhould be extreme to mark what they have 
done amiſs, and who feel themſelyes without. 

his Mercy and Forgiveneſs - liable to be 
wretched and miſerable. And ſuffer, I be- 
ſeech you, the Word of Exbortation. It is not 
a mere Separation from common Uſes, in 
which the Holineſs of this Place conſiſts. 
It is a Means, and of no further Value in 
the Sight of God, than as a Means of mak- 


ing us voly in all manner of Converſation. We 


Vol. II. U cannot 


1 SERMON VL. 


cannot indeed raiſe a Structure to the Su- 
preme Being, whoſe Magnificence ſhall be 
ſuitable to the Majeſty of the great Inhabj. 
tant. But there is yet a Way of enriching 
it above all the Treaſures of Wealth, and 
adorning it beyond all the Embelliſhments 
of Art, with the Ornament of ſincere De. 
votion, with the Graces and Virtues of a. 
Chriſtian Spirit. And, if the Miniſters of 
Religion are vehement and importunate with 
Men to perſect Holineſs in the Fear of God, 
if they are obliged ta deal impartially with 
all, to flatter no Man, to admoniſh, and 
(with Prudence) to reprove the greateſt ;-- 
forgive them this Wrong : It is, becauſe Hal. 
100 becameth the Houſe of God: It is, becauſe 
without Holineſs na Man ſhall ever fee the Lard. 


Let your Convarſation therefore be ſuch as 
becomgth tha Goſpel of Cbriſl. And may God 
remember you for the gad Deeds that you have 
done far the Houſe of your God, and for tht 
Offices thereof | May the Mercies of Heaven 
ton nga whereſoe ver we are, may 


Grace 
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| | Grace {till enable us all to ſet God always be- 


fore us, and in every Part of our Lives ſo 
to conduct ourſelves as bebolding him who is 
invifible ; (Heb. ii. 27.) never to miſs the 
ſtated Hours of the Church, and ever to 

worſhip God with an holy Worſhip, with a 
deep Seriouſneſs of Attention and the de- 
vouteſt Affection of our Minds; not only to 
worſhip him in Spirit and in Truth, conſtantly, 
fervently, but to be Followers of God as dear 
Children, purifying ourſelves from all Filthineſs 
ef Fleſh and Spirit; that after doing his Will 
upon Earth we may be accepted at laſt, and 
enter into our Maſter's Joy through the Me- 
rits and Mediation of our blefſed Redeemer, 
to whom with- the Father and the Holy 
Ghoſt, the one ever bleſſed God, be aſcribed 
all Dominion, Obedience, and Praiſe, in al; 
Churches of the Saints, both now and for ever- 

more. | 


* 1 1 
Luxx Xu, 5. 


I tell you may; z ' but except ye repent ye Hal 
8 all ere 8 


PHE Belief of a Deiry, and that God 

does inſpect the Lives of Men, and 
the Manners of Nations, that he often in- 
flicts preſent and temporal Judgments on the 
wicked, is undoubtedly a reaſonable Senti- 
ment, neceſſary to ſupport Religion in the 
World, and to keep up a publick and na- 
tional Dependance on Providence. But 
then it ina very weak and unjuſtifiable Uſe 
that 
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that is often made of this Belief, to infer the 
Guilt or Innocence of particular Perſons - 
from their external Circumſtances in Life; to 
conclude from this Man's being greatly mi- 
ſerable, that therefors he is greatly wicked; 
or becauſe another proſpers in the World and 
has Riches in poſſeſſion, that he is conſequent- 
ly a Favourite of Heaven. Our Saviour to 
prevent uncharitable Conctufions from the 
_ viſible Diſtreſſes of Men directs us in ſuch 
Caſes to turn our Thoughts rather upon our- 
ſelves. There were preſent at that Seaſon, ſays 
the Evangeliſt, /ome that told him of the Ga- 
Gleans, whoſe Blood Pilate bad mingled with 
their Sacrifices. And Jeſus anſwering ſaid unto 
 them---fuppoſe ye pbas theſe Gakleans were Sin- 
ners above all the Galileans, becauſe they ſuf- 
fered ſuch Things ? I tell you nay ] but except 
ye repent, ye ſpall al likewiſe periſb. Or hoſe | 
eighteen upon whom the Tower in Siloam fell and 
flew them, think ye that they were Sinners above 
all Mex that dwelt in Jeruſalem? 1 tell you nay; 
but except ye repent, ye Pali all likeesife periſh. 
with 


0 
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* o ＋ 


S E R MON IX. 151 


with the Jews, whoſe national Wickedneſs 
| deſerved the ſevereſt Cenſure.---And would 
God the preſent Character of the Engliſh 
Nation did not furniſh Cauſe for theſe, or | 
ſome ſuch melancholy Reflections as theſe ! 
Think you of thoſe Countries where the War 
rages, where the Fields are made a Deſert, 
where the miſerable Inhabitants are mangled 
and butchered, or, if they eſcape the Sword, 
are yet plundered of their Fortunes, and from 
Plenty reduced to beg their Bread, nay te ſacł 
it out in deſolate Places ;---think you, that 


their Wickedneſs is greater than that of o- 
thers, greater than our own, or more deſerv- 
ing God's Vengeance ? T tell you nay; but 


except ye repent, ye ſpall all Bkewiſe periſh, 


As an Improvement of theſe Words, and 
with a view to the preſent ſolemn Occaſion, 


which calls for our ſincereſt Humiliation and 
Repentance, to deprecate and avert the 
Judgments of Heaven, and to implore the 
Continuance of God's Blefling upon us and 
our Children, I ſhall ſhew you 

 $.---How 
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1. How exactly they were accompliſhed 
upon the Jews, who refuſed to repent, and 
therefore periſhed : And then | 


2.---I ſhall apply them to ourſelves as an 
Argument to perſuade us to Repentance. 


| One End of Providence in permitting and 


recording this Cruelty of Pilate on the Ga- 
lileans; and the Fall of the Tower in Siloam 
pus eighteen of the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem, 
was to warn the Jews of their Guilt by an 
Example'of the Judgments, which God will 


certainly inflict on all that perſevere i in their 


Wickedneſs. Of this we have Proof be- 
yond Exception, the Teſtimony of Experi- 
ence. This Sentence of our bleſſed Lord 
pronounced on that unhappy People, except 
pe repent, was literally fulfilled. The Jewiſh 
Nation periſhed, as thoſe miſerable Galileans, 
whoſe Blood Pilate mingled with their Sacrifices, 
and as thoſe eighteen upon whom the To ower in 
Siloam fell. 


* * | 
* - 
* 
# 
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Read but that affecting Deſcription in the 
War with Titus, which the Jewiſh 4 Hiſto- 
rian gives of his ſeditious Countrymen, who 
had poſſeſſed themſelves of the Temple. 
« Their Weapons flew thick about the Al- 
« tar, and flew the Prieſts with thoſe that 
offered Sacrifice. Strangers that came 
« thither out of Devotion periſhed alſo by 
the ſame Hands, and the Parts about the 
« Altar ſtreamed with Blood.” Upon which 
Joſephus exclaims-, “ O miſerable City, 
that art deſtroyed by inteſtine Broils, and 
* haſt thy Temple ſtrewed with ſlaughtered 
« Carcaſles !”? | 


Read over the Hiſtory of the laſt Siege of 
Jeruſalem ſo memorable for the worſt Cala- 
mities that ever befel a wicked Nation, when 
innumerable Jews from all Parts of the 
World were aſſembled thither to keep the 
Paſſover. Then was the Blood of more 
than a Million of Perſons mingled with their 

t Ant. L. 6. C. 1. : | 

Vol. II. ö Sacrifices: 
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Sacrifices: Then were the Walls of Jeruſx: 
lem battered down by the Roman Ram up- 
on the Inhabitants, and buried them in the 
Ruins, literally verifying our bleſſed -Sa- 
viour's Words, ſuppoſe ye that tbeſe Galileans 
were Sinners above all the Galileans? Or thoſe 
eighteen upon whom the Tower in Silbam fell, 
think you, that they were Sinners above all Men 
that divelt at Jeruſalem ? I tell you nay ; but 
except ye repent ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh. 5 


oy | Now all theſe 7 bings happened to them for 
Examples, and they are written for our Adno- 

nition upon whom the Ends of the M. orld are 
come. From like Circumſtances like C onſe- 
quences may reaſonably be feared. And in 
the late and preſent Manifeſtations of God's 
Judgments in the Earth, in which the Hand 
of Providence is evident almoſt to Eye- 
Sight, God has doubtleſs the ſame merciful 


Views, and intends in the ſame Manner to 


warn us to flee from the IWrath te come. And 
ſhould we be diſobedient to the heavenly 
Warning, ſhould we perſift impenitently in 
our Sins, and refuſe to hearken, will not God | 
certainly 
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certainly vi/ih for theſe Things ? What are the 
Jews but awful Monitors to teach us Wiſ— 
dom by their dreadful Sufferings, that aſ- 
ſuredly there is @ God that judgeth the Earth ? 
May the Puniſhments they underwent in- 
ſtruct us to obey, when God calls upon 1 us 
to repent and amend our Lives | | 


This wis the Application I propoſed to 
make of the Text, namely, as an Argu- 
ment to perſuade us to Repentance. 


There is indeed ſo ſtriking a Reſemblance 
between ourſelves and that People, to whom 
the Words of our Lord in the Text were 
ſpoken, that we cannot calmly conſider ic 
without being ſeriouſly affected by it,--- 
1.The Jews were called upon to repent by 
very recent and ſpeaking Inſtances of the 
divine Juſtice : And fo are we.-+-2. The Jews 
had till that Time been mercifully ſpared : 
And God has hitherto in a great Degree 
graciouſly ſpared us. 3. The Jews were no + 
leſs guilty than thoſe upon whom the Judg- 


X 2 ments 
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ments of God fell: And there 4s, I fear, too 
much Ground likewiſe to believe, that our 
own Guilt as a People is not inferior to the 
Guilt of thoſe, whoſe Iniquities God 1s now 
ſeverely viſiting upon them.---4. The Jews 
deſpiſed the warning Voice of Jeſus, and pe. 
riſhed as the Galileans did. What ſhall we 
do therefore? Muſt we not expect the ſame 


Fate, if we ſhew the ſame Impenitency'? 


1.---As the Jews in our Saviour's Days, 

ſo we in our's have ſeen Examples of God's 

Judgments ſummoning us to Repentance.— 
And here if paſt Judgments like paſt Mer- 

cies were not too generally ſoon forgotten, 

and Men's Fears as well as their Gratitude 

were not too commonly ſuperficial and ſhort 
lived, I could recal to your Thoughts a Se. 
ries of Viſitations that evidently ſhew the 
Hand of God upon us ;- -the long and'grie- 
vous Murrain among one Species: of Cattle 
deſtined for the uſe of Men ;---the Tears of 
Scarcity when many ſuffered great Diftrek, 
-and wanted that Food which i is convenient for 
them 


I 
r 
E 
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them; Earthquakes ſo amazing and ex- 
tenſive in their Spread, fo fatal in their Con- 
ſequences, ſhaking terribly the Earth with in- 
credible Havock and Defſolation.---You can 
caſily recolle& theſe awful Events, paſt in- 
deed and gone, but paſt at no great Diſtance. 
And leſt theſe ſhould have loſt their Power 
to impreſs us, there is ſtill ' @ Judgment of 

God abroad in the Earth, one of the ſevereſt 

and the moſt afflictive to a benevolent Mind, 
full of Calamity and Terror, the Carnage 

and Miſeries of War. And if Nation riffng 
againſt Nation, and Kingdom againſt Kingdom; 


if the powerful Combination of the Ene- 
mies of the Proteſtant Name. refolute even 
in their Defeats, who when, we labour for 
Peace make themſelves ready far the Battle; 
if theſe are Events clearly pointing out to us 
the Finger of God, if theſe Things can alarm 


our Fears, or awaken us to remember our = 
Creator ;---theſe: are the awful Voice of Hea- 
ven that call upon the wicked to forſate bis 


Way, to ceaſe to do Evil and learn to do well, 


theſe are the ſolemn Warnings, at except 


WE 
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ments of God fell: And there is, I fear, too 
much Ground likewiſe to believe, that our 
own Guilt as a People is not inferior to the 
Guilt of thoſe, whoſe Iniquities God is now 
ſeverely viſiting upon them. 4. The Jews 
deſpiſed the warning Voice of Jeſus, and pe. 
riſhed as the Galileans did. What ſhall we 
do therefore? Muſt we not expect the ſame 
Fate, if we ſhew the ſame Impenitency'? 


1.—As the Jews in our Saviour's Days, 
ſo we in our's have ſeen Examples of God's 
Judgments ſummoning us to Repentance.— 
And here if paſt Judgments like paſt Mer. 
cies were not too generally ſoon forgotten, 
and Men's Fears as well as their Gratitude 
were not too commonly ſuperficial and ſhort 
lived, I could recal to your Thoughts a Se. 
ries of Viſitations that evidently ſhew the 
Hand of God upon us ;- -the long and grie- 
vous Murrain among one Species of Cattle 
deſtined for the uſe of Men; the Years of 
Scarcity when many ſuffered great Diftrefs, 
and wanted that Food which is convenient for 


them 
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them; Earthquakes ſo amazing and ex- 
tenſive in their Spread, ſo fatal in their Con- 
ſequences, ſhaking terribly the Earth with in- 
credible Havock and Deſolation. Lou can 
caſily recolle& theſe awful Events, paſt in- 
deed and gone, but paſt at no great Diſtance. 
And leſt theſe ſhould have loſt their Power 
to impreſs us, there is ſtill à Judgment of 
God abroad ia the Earib, one of the ſevereſt 
and the moſt afflictive to a benevolent Mind, 
full of Calamity and Terror, the Carnage 
and Miſeries of War. And if Nation riftng 
againſt Nation, and Kingdom againſt Kingdom, 
if the powerful Combination of the Ene- 
mies of the Proteftant Name. reſolute even 
in their Defeats, who when, we labour for 
Peace make themſelves ready fur the Battle; 
if theſe are Events clearly pointing out to us 
the Finger of Gad; if theſe Things can alarm 
our Fears, or awaken us to remember our 
Creator ;---theſe: are the awful Voice of Hea- 
ven that call upon the zwcked to forſake bis 
Wa, to ceaſe to do Evil and learn to do well, 
theſe are the ſolemn Warnings, Wat except 


WE 
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we repent wwe ſoall likewiſe periſh. Thus our 
firſt Reſemblance of the Jews is ſtrong, and 
we as well as they are urged to Repentance 
by plain Inſtances of an interpoſing Provi- 


dence, and that Gd is 10 to ban tte 


Earth. And 


2.---As the Jews in our Saviour's Days, 


ſo have we hitherto been mercifully ſpared. 
Though our Beginnings were unproſperous, 


we have experienced nevertheleſs a gracious 


Providence in the Progreſs: of the War. 
| God grant our latter End may till go on to 
encreaſe !] But it ſurely concerns us greatly 

to conſider, how tar we have anſwered to 


the Bleſſings of God upon us, and whether 
as a truly religious People we may reaſon- 


ably hope, that God will go on to proſper 
the Work of our Hands. upon ug. You can 


well remember, how lately this Nation ſuf- 


feted under a ſcarcity of Bread, when; God 
cut us ſhert, and opened to us the Years of 
Famine. We are now enjoying the Streams 


ef Plenty. God, who maketh a fruitful Land 
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terren for the Wiekedneſs of them that dwell * 
therein, hath in Mercy cauſed aur Land to | 
yield us ber Fruits of Increaſe. And has this 
filled our Hearts with Thankfulneſs, taught 
us to think upon God, and enjoy his Bleſſ- 
ings in Sobriety and Temperance ? Or rather 

is it not notorious that theſe Mercies have 
been ſadly abuſed, are ſtill daily abuſed, in 
every Way of Vice and Riot? You can re- 
member how unfortunate we were in the En- 
trance of this bloody War, which has ſo. 
long, and fo ſeverely raged to the Deſtruction 

of the human Species. You. can recol- 
lect our deſponding Situation, when Men's 
Hearts failed them for Fear, and for looking af- 

ter thoſe Things which were coming upon us. 
(LukE, xxi. 26.) And now when God hath | 
changed the Fortunes of this Nation, and 
bleſſed us with Succeſs beyond our moſt 
ſanguine Hopes, and in ſome very impor- 
tant Inftances above the Probabilities of ſe- 
cond Cauſes z when he hath turned again the 
Captivity of our Sion, ſo that we are lite unto 

| I them that dream; when the Lord hath done 
; great 
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great Things for us, ſo that our Mouth is filled 
with Laughter and our Tongue with Joy; have 
we ſeriouſly pauſed on theſe awful Bleſſings, 
on theſe alarming Mercies ? Have we calm- 
ly conſidered them as Calls upon our Grati- 
tude, and have we rendered again according to 
the Benefits done unto us, knowing that the Good- 
neſs of God leadeth us to Repentance ? And 
ſhould we ftill perverſely refuſe to hearken 
to the gracious Summons, ſhould we turn a 
deaf Ear to the Voice of God, ſpeaking 
both in his Mercies and in his Judgments ;- 
what can we reaſonably expect from a Con- 
duct fo wickedly ungrateful ? Be convinced, 
I beſeech you, of the inſtant Neceſſity of 
amending our Lives, and turning to the 
Lord our God with all our Hearts, leſt if we 
delay to do it, we ſhould ſoon be convinced 
in a Manner that I am ſure T do not wiſh, 
and more fully than you can deſire, that 
Miſery and Deſtruction are in the Ways of 
impenitent Sinners.---May God, who hath 
ſo often delivered us, and de truft will yet di- 
liver us from the Hands of thoſe Enemies, 
whom 
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whom no Treaties can bind, and whoſt ten- 
der Mercies are Cruelty;--may that great God 
ſtill watch over us for Good But let us 
likewife do our Part, and by the Reforma- 
tion of our Hearts and Lives earneſtly re- 
commend ourſelves to the Prote@ioh of 
Heaven. 0 Lord, , Righteou, ſnefs belongerb un- 
to thee, but unto us " Confuj on of Faces, as at 
this Day. (Dan, i ix. 2 3 0 Lord, enter not in- 
to Judgment with thy Servants, '0 Lord, 
ſpare thy People. Ii is of the Lord's Mercies 
that we are not conſuned, becauſe | his Compaſ- 
ſons fail 1 not. 


* 26 . 0 . tro ou - 
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As the OT. 'in the Days of our Sa- 
viour (deſerved the Fate of the Caltteans, 


whoſe Blood Pilate mingled with theiv' Sacri- 


fces,-is not 6ur "Guilt tikewiſe}®(God'be - 
merciful to us !)--but alas I is not the Guilt 

of this Nation equal eo the Guilt af tha 
who have ſuffered, and ſtill ſuſfer ſo fevercly 
under the affticting Hand of Providence ? 


But we ſhall imagine perhaps, that bad as it 
muſt be owned" we are, we are not ſurely 


Vol. II. Y | worle, 
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worſe, nay poſſibly we are much better than 
our Enemies. We have not the Blood of mur- 
dered Martyrs to anſwer for: We have not 

corrupted the Faith of Chriſt, and given, in 

it's ſtead a Syſtem of monſtrous Doctrines 

ſupported by the Fury of Perſecution : We 
are not ſurely ſo bad as they. ---But had we 

as much Patience to hear the Com pariſon, 
as there is Reaſon to make i It, it were caly to 

aſk, which in your- own Opinion is moſt 
criminal; he that oppoſes a Religion which 
he believes to be falſe, or one that is uncon- 
cerned for the Honour of a Religi gion which 

he is convinced to be true; —-one that is 

ready do make any Sacrifice 0, his Re- 
ligion, or another that ſacrifices his Reli 
gion to his Luſts? Which is the worſt; a 
Papiſt chat js over: zcalous for his own cor. 
rupt Syſtem, or a Proteſtant that gives him- 
ſelf no Thought about the pureſt and beſt 
Religion in the World; that:#nows God, and 
yet glorifies him not as God, but holds the Truti 
in Untighteouſneſs, is careful only about what 
be a wo he may drint, and where- 
| ..witha 
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withal be may be cloathed, the Pleaſures and 
Splendours of Life, but for the Support of 
Piety, the Propagation of virtuous Princi- 
ples, to promote a Seriouſneſs in religious 
Concerns, is here quite unſolicitous and in- 
ſenſible, and far from engaging others to a 
Fear of God, and a'Faith in Jeſus Chriſt by 


Y-2 Alas! 


4 his own good Example, ſhews by his Man- 

er of Life that be bas no' Fear W Co __ 

þ bis N P: TOE 

ch 4.---In the midſt of this Forgetfulneſs of 

cod our merciful and bleſſed Saviour ftill 

c. WH admoniſhes us as he formerly did the Jews, 

11; MW viſits us with Judgments, ſels Life and Death 

| before us, the Bleſſing and the Curſe, and af- | 

1 fectionately calls upon us to be inſtructed, | 

n- % his Sou? depart from us. So far then our | 

TY 0 and that of the Jews hold but too | 

nuch Reſemblance. What remains there- 

bre but to apply to ourſelves, what our 

1 bleſſed Lord applied to the Jews ?--- Except | 

* * 1 15 9. A - Mau 7 | | 
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murdered Parents, deprived in a Momeny of 
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Alas What Heart can Aba 10 3 
---what Eye can reſtrain it's Tears at ſuch a 


Proſpect as this? Have you never read, 


have you never chought of ſuch a Day of 
Viſitation ? Tou have read of the rang: 


Cruelties of ſavage Indians, Fer a Mo- 


ment paſs in your Reflections to America, 
and recal to your Thoughts what our Brethren 
have ſuffered there. Honeſt, induſtriou 
Families rouſed from their Sleep at Midnight 


only to be robbed and butchered, the dying 


Groans: of Brothers, F athers, Huſbands, 
weltering in their Blood, the Cries of inno- 
cent, helpleſs Children weeping over their 


all that was dear to them, of all that could 
yield them Conſolation, and Support, and 
ſuffering whatever unrelenting Villainy can 
fancy or commit; alas] what a Scene is thi 
only to think of, but what a Scene to ſuffer 
in! What if this Kingdom in the Wrath 
Heaven ſhould become a Theatre far acting 


the ſame Tragedics ? What if God ſhoul 
pou 
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pour in a Flood of Enemies ;---if on a Day 
of public Worſhip like this, met as we are 

together, a Band of mercileſs Ruffians armed 
with Barbarity and Rage ſhould- enter, and 
mingle our Blood with our Devotions ? What 
if the Foundations of this Houſe ſhould be- 
gin to tremble, and the Walls to tumble on 
our Heads, as thoſe eighteen upon whom the 
Tower in Siloam fell? What if God ſhould 
multiply his Judgments upon us, and mate 
our Plagues wonderful? The Lord ſhall male 
the Peſtileure rieave unto thee until he have 
conſumed thee from off the Land: ¶ Deut. xxviii. 
21.) And becauſe thou ſervedſt not the Lord thy 
Gad with Foyfulneſs and with Gladneſs of Heart 
for the Abundance of all Things, therefore ſhall 
thou ferve thine Enemies, which the Lord ſpall 
ſend againſt thee, in Hunger and in Thirfi, 
and in Nakedneſs, and in Want of all Things, 
and he Gall put 4 Yoke of | Iron upon thy 
Neck, until de have defiroyed thee. (v. 47, 48.) 


' Undoubtedly God can, if he pleaſes, re- 
verſe che Liberties and Independency of 
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this Nation, and change our Succeſles into 
Mourning; for his Power is without Bouñads 


or Shore. God has often puniſhed wicked 


Nations by a Series of Providences as viſible 
almoſt as the Vices which occaſioned them. 
Witneſs the Jews, and the various Revolu- 


tions in the Fate of that People from their 
firſt Erection into a Nation down to their 


final Deſtruction. And the Word of Jeſus 
denounces, that like Caſes will have like 
Conſequences; and that, except a wicked Na- 


tion repent, it ſhall kkewiſe periſh. What 
our preſent Character as a Nation is; how 
much Indifference to Religion, and Con- 
tempt of Principle prevails among the high- 


er Ranks of Life, and how much De- 


bauchery and Riot in the inferior and com- 


mon Sort; how cold a Regard to God and 


Virtue obtains univerſally ;---all this our 
Enemies will tell with Pleaſure. And will 
not God wvi/it for theſe Things, —viſit as cer- 
tainly as he loves the Thing that is right, 
as certainly as he will by no Means acquit 
the guilty? There is one Way to prevent 

the 


fa oo? tw! www as 
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the Triumphs of them that hate us. He 


hath ſoewed thee, © P, 4 tobat is good, whit 
is both for our public and private Welfare, 


Lit the withed forſake his Way, and the un- 


righteous Man his Thoughts ;' and let him re- 


turn unto the Lord, and he will bave Mercy 
upon him, and 10 our God, for be will abun- 
dantly pardon him. - At what Inſtant, ſays'the 
Lord, I Hall ſpeak concerning 4 Nation, and 
concerning @ Kingdom, to pluck up, and to pull 
down, and to deſtroy, if that Nation, againſt 
whom I have pronounced, turn from their Evil, 
I will repent of the Evil that I thought to do 
unto them. Ger xvili. 7 8. ) 


1 may Ska i need an Apology for 
detaining you ſo long; but the Occaſion i is 
the moſt awful and affecting that can be. 
Our Trade, our moſt valuable Intereſts, as 


a commercial People, our civil and religious | 


Rights to a great Degree, ate ſtaked on the 
Event of a War, of which no Man can ſee 
what will be the Conclufion.---Our Strength 


compared with that of the Enemies com- 


bined 
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bined againſt us may teach us to adopt 
the Pfalmiſt's : Wangs : If tbe Lord bimſelf 
bad: not been on our Side, now may Iſrael ſay, 
if the Lord himſelf had not been on our Side 
wben Men roſe up againſt us, they bad fwallow- 
ed us up quick when they were ſo wrathfully 
diſpleaſed at us. God has bleſſed us in this 
Struggle for our invaded Rights much be- 
_ bath our Deſerts and Hopes. And we 
are aſſembled this Day to implore the Con- 
unuance of his Bleſſings, to faſt, to pray, to 
humble ourſelves in order to turn away the 
Wrath of Heaven from us, and from our 
Children. - But if we faſt with the. greateſt 
Severity if we pray with the intenſeſt De- 
votion if we humble ourſelves in the 
| Duſt; can this at all; avail, if we carry 
home with us our. former Vices, if we {till 
bate to be reformed, are devoted to the ſame 
1 Luſts, are Lovers of Plaaſure more than La- 
Auers of Ged ? No; let the wicked farſake bis 
Way. A deep, a full Humiliation of our- 
ſelves alone can engage the; Providence of 


od to go forth with. our Fleets and Ar- | 


mies. 
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mies. But what will you call ſuch an Hu- 

miliation? 1s it ſuch a Faſt as I have choſen, 
a Day for a Man to afflif# his Soul? Is it to 

bow down his Head as a Bulruſh, and to ſpread 

Sackcloth and Afſpes under bim? Wilt thou call 

this a Faſt, and an acceptable Day to the 

Lord? Is not this the Faſt which ] have cho- 

ſen, to looſe the Bands of Wickedneſs, to 

to break off thy Sins by Righteouſneſs, to deal 

thy Bread to the hungry, when thou ſeeſt thenaked 

that thou cover him, and that thou hide not tby- 
ſelf from thy own Fleſh ? If thou draw out thy 
Soul to the hungry, and ſatisfy the aſſticted Soul ; 

then ſhalt thou call, and the Lord ſhall anſwer 

thee; then ſhall thy Light riſe in Obſcurity, 

and thy Darkneſs, though all were dark and 

black about thee, ſhall brighten up, and Ze 

as the Noon Day. (Iſa. lviii,) If ye be willing 

and obedient, ye ſhall eat the Good of the Land.- 
But if ye ſtill rebel, ye ſhall be devoured with 

the Sword. (Iſa. i. 19, 20.) If ye fill do 

wickedly, ye ſhall be conſumed both ye and your 

King. (1. Sam. xii. 25.) 


Vol. II. 2 Let 
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Let us therefore in this our Day---for the 


the Proſperity of our Country, — for the 
Prefervation of our Souls, and that O 
Spirits may be ſaved in the Day of the. Lord 


Jeſus, (1. Cor. v. g. for every Conſidera- 


tion of public and private, of preſent and 
future Happineſs, -O let us mind the T hings 
that belong to our Peace! To-Day, whilft it is 
called to- Day, let us repent, left we periſp; 
periſh in every view, and in every Senſe, 
as Engliſhmen, and as Chriſtians, tempo- 
rally, and everlaſtingly. Let us learn, what 
the Grace of Ged came to teach us, to dem 
Ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts, and to live ſo- 
ter, and righteous, and godly in the World, 
always keeping Innocency, and taking Heed un- 
to the Thing that is right, becauſe that, and 


that only in conjunction with the Merits of 
Jeſus Chriſt, will ſecure to us the Protection 
of Heaven, will keep us ſafe at preſent,” 


and bring us Peace at the ws 


Now to him who bath often and fo 
wonderfully deliveredþus - from the Hands 
r | of 


th 
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I ſay unto you, make to yourſelves Friends of 
the Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs , that when 
ye fail, they may receive you into everlaſting 
Habitations. | | 2. 


HE Motive of all others, which moſt 
effectually enforces a right Behaviour, 

is drawn from the Belief and Expectation of 
a future State. This muſt ever awe the rea- 
ſonable Mind, and terrify the evil Conſcience, 
muſt make the Sinner ſit joyleſs over the 
Gains of Guilt, and compel him to do Fuſ- 
tice 


— 
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tice and love Mercy, if for no better Reaſon, 
yet from mere Selfiſhneſs at leaſt, and a Re- 
gard to the Quiet of his own Boſom. 
Death, we ſee in fact, is a Law to which 
all are ſubject; and after Death the Fuds- 
ment, a ſolemn and ſevere Enquiry into the 
Manners of all Men, and a juſt, impartial 
Diſtribution of Reward and Puniſhment ac- 
cording to the Things done in the Body. A 
wiſe Proviſion for this Determination of our 
everlaſting State is therefore the great Buſt. 
neſs before us; and the Advice of our 
. bleſſed Saviour in the Text the moſt rea- 
ſonable and important that can be, to bend 
our Attention chiefly to the future F ates and 
Fortunes of the human Race, to make the 
Advantages of this Life contribute, ſo far 
as they may, to the Happineſs of a better, 
and ſo to pa through Things temporal, that 
ve finally loſe nat the Things eternal. 1 Jay 
unto. you, make to yourſehves Friends. of the 
Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs , that when ye 
fails 9 may receive you into ori Ha- 


"a 


- } 
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Let us conſider 


1. What is meant by be Mammon of Un- | 
righteouſneſs. 


2. What is that Employment of it, 
which will make us the beſt and moſt laſting | 
Friend. | 


By making to yourſelves Friends of the 
Mammon of Unrighteouſueſs cannot be intend- 
ed, what indeed the Words at the firſt 
Glance ſeem to ſuggeſt, an Art of atoning - 
for unwarrantable Ways of gaining Riches 
by a "Dedication of any Part thereof to 
the Purpoſes of Charity. No Liberality of 
that which is another's deſerves the leaſt De- 
gree of Praiſe ; and the Obſervation of the 
Heathen Morabkſt is indiſputably Juſt, that+ 
** whoever does Wrong to one in order to 
K affiſt another i is guilty, of the ſame e Diſho- 


F Qui aliis nomnt, ut in alios liberajas. ant, in A ſunt 


Injuſtitia, ut ſi ipfi in ſuam rem aliena convertant. Nihil enim 
liberate, quod non idem fit juſtum. Cic. De Off. L. 1. 


neſty 
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« neſty, as if he he had taken what is an- 
« other's merely to ſerve himſelf. For no- 
« thing that is unjuſt can be an Act of Li- 
« berality.” What is here tranſlated the 
Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs means not there- 
fore the Riches that are unrighteouſly ob- 
tained, but the Wealth that is anjuft to it's 
Poſſeſſors, what ill requites the Pains that 
they have taken to obtain it. It denotes un- 


certain Riches, (1. Tim. vi. 17.) deceitful 
Wealth, what is falſe to it's Promiſes, and 


raiſes Expectations which it ſeldom or fever 
juſtifies, Accordingly (in verſe 11th.) we 
ſee that the unrighteous Mammon is oppoſed 


to the true Riches, thoſe good Things which 
verify their Name, Bleſſings that are true 


and permanent, full as our Wiſhes and 
laſting as ourſelves; in a Senſe conformable 


to which Pheraulas in Xenophon terms his 


Patrimony, a poor one indeed, but very juft 
to it's Owner, in faithfully rendering him 
back the Seed entruſted to it's Boſom, 


+ Jinnioreloy 
| No 
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but ſee to what a Variety of Accidents and 
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Now without railing at Wealth, or un. 
dervaluing it's real Ute and Conſequenee, 
we may nevertheleſs. with great Truth af. 
firm, that Riches are deceitful, and anfiver 
not up to the Opinion that is conceived of 
them. Call them, if you pleaſe, the good 
Things of this World: you cannot however 


Abatements theſe good Things are expoſedy 
that they are uncertain in the Poſſeſſion and 
unſatisfying in the Uſe of them; that Plen- 
ty is not always Enjoyment; that thergreat- 

eſt Affluence of Wealth is a Bleſſing or a 
Curſe according as:you ſhall: uſe it; if un- 
enjoyed, it is a; Burden; and not à Pleas 
ſure; and if enjoyed in the Ways of Vice 
and Riot, it becomes a double Load of 
Guilt and Diſeaſes. But thougli Riches 
were ſtable and permanent, ſure” to produce 
Good without any Mixture of Bitterneſs, 
and capable of filling up the Fulneſs of our 


Deſires yet ſtill, there is a God that 


ought to be feared, - whoſe Stewards the 
wealthy are. And if they are unfaithful 
Vor, II, Aa gtewards, 
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Stewards, and falſe to their Truſt; if they 
conſume upon their own Pleaſures, what 
their great Maſter intended, not merely for 
themſelves, but moreover for the Relief and 
Comfort of the poor and miſerable; if they 
waſte their Maſter's Goods in a Life of In- 
humanity and Riot; if the Poor, that 
fhould receive from them their Portion, in 
vain ſolicit to melt the frozen Hand of Cha- 
rity ; what muſt be their Anguiſh and Con- 
fuſion of Mind, when God ſhall ſay, - give 
an Atcount of thy Stewardſbip? When you 
fail, as you.inevitably muſt when you are re- 
moved from your Riches, as you ſoon wilt 
be, and depart hence to give an Account of 
them; What will you do, if you have made 
to yourſefves no Friends with this ſhort- lived, 
tranfitory Wealth, that, when you die, you 
may be received into everlaſting | Habitations. 


It ſurely deſerves our ſerious Attention to 
conſider ; 


2.—- What is that! Wife of our 
Fortunes, which will make to us the belt and 


1 durable Friends. | 
Now 
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Now this certainly is to behave as 
good Stewards of the Grace of God, and 
as every Man hath received the Gift, even 
ſo to miniſter the ſame one 10 another 
(1. Pet. iv. 10.) with Faithfulneſs as en- 
truſted by the great God of our Lives, and 
with Diligence as the Time of our Steward- 
ſhip is ſhort, and becauſe ſlothful Servants at 
the Day of Judgment will certainly have 
their Portion with wicked ones. Every Way 
of doing Good to the Souls and Bodies of 
Men, every Opportunity of relieving the 
Wants, of inſtructing the Ignorance of our 
poor Brethren, 1t greatly imports us to ſeize 
and 1mprove to the utmoſt ; convinced that 
be, who . ſoweth ſparingly, ſhall reap alſo 
ſparingly z (2. Cor. ix. 6.) and living always 
under the awful Perſuaſion, that in the Day 
of Judgment you can have no ſure and folid 
Hope, unleſs you have done Good, unleſs 
you are rich in good Works, and have chear- 
fully imparted according to your ſeveral 
Abilities to the Wants of all that ſtand in 
need of your Aſſiſtance. 


Aaz There 


— — — —— 
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There is indeed no one Duty in Scripture 


ſo often repeated, ſo earneſtly preſſed upon 
us, as that of Charity. And amidſt che 


Variety af Caſes that call upon our Benevo- 


lence, though ſome may more importunately 


demand, yet none can more reaſonably alk it, 


than the Charity that is employed in the 
Care of poor Children. Theſe unhappy 
Creatures indecently and miſerably deſtitute 


of Cloaths, wanting the Food that is conve- 


nient for them, wanting the Supports of 


Education that are equally neceſſary to the 


Nurture of their immortal Part, untutored 


to Virtue, and ready to receive the fatal Im- 
preſſion of thoſe Vices and Crimes, that 
diſgrace human Nature, diſturb the Peace 


of Society, and are puniſhed at laſt with the 
_ endleſs Torments of God's Wrath ;---theſc 


are the humble Solicitors of your Compal: 
ſion. There needs no laboured Diicourſe 


to prove the Neceſſity and Uſefulneſs of 


fuch Charities Common Senſe acknow- 


ledges, that theſe Children n greatly want your 


Care; 
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Care; and common Experience ſhews the 
bad Conſequences of withholding it. What 
Vices, what Crimes, what private Immora- 
lities, what public Diſturbances, what Im- 
piety and Profaneneſs are the natural Growth 
of uneducated Poverty is plain and evident 
to Eye;{ight.. A Well-wiſher- to the Peace 
and Carfart of his own Neighbourhood 
cannot think himſelf unintereſted in the Pre- 
vention of ſuch Diſorders and Scandals. 
And will any one that calls hinelf à Chriſ- 
tian ſtand an uncbacerned Spectator, and re- 
fuſe his charitable A ſſiſtanoe, - urged as he 
is by the joint Demands both of Compaſſion 
and Piety? What indeed can you do with 
that Ability which God has given you, andfar 
the Uſe of which you muſt accaunt to him, 
what can you do more acceptable to God, 
than to exert yourſelf in this neceflary Cha- 
rity or more uſeful to the World, than 
by a religious Education to ſecute the Virtue 
of thoſe, who will otherwiſe, it is more than 
probable, grow up to be Nuifances and Pefts 
to the Public, and fatal perhaps both to you 


and 
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and tothemſelves? Nay, what can youdo more 
wiſely for your own Intereſts, than to part 
with a preſent Sum for the ſake of a moſt 
valuable Reverſion, to lay up for yourſelves, 
not the periſhable Wealth of this World, 
that may from a Variety of Accidents ſlip 
away from your Hands, but Bags that wax 
not old, an imperiſhable Treaſure in the Hea- 
„ 


lt has been aſſerted indeed by one that 
was no Friend to ſuch Charities, that this 
Management of poor Children will neither 
render them more uſeful Members of Socie- 
ty, nor make them more virtuous and reli- 
gious: And he inſultingly aſks + * How 
« many are hanged at Tyburn that can 
& write and read, or rather how few that 
« cannot? But is any Man after all fo loſt 
to Reaſon, as to imagine, there is really 
Nothing in a ſober and religious Education ? 
Grant that it ſometimes fails of it's Effect, 
and produces no Habits of Virtue, Is it 
” + Cato's Letter on Charity Schools, He | 

| not 
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not likelier that Children ſhould forbear to 
do Evil, . when they have been, carefully 
taught to do well? What would this Gen- 
tleman adviſe ? Not to teach Children Vir- 
tue, it ſeems, becauſe it is ſometimes inſuf· 
ficient to make them virtuous. Would he- 
then teach them Nothing? Impoſſible.--- 
The human Mind is impatient of a lazy In- 
difference. Active it is by the Neceſſity: of 
it's Nature; a F ield it is that by due Culti- 
vation may be made to produce the moſt 
valuable F ruits, and for want of it will cer- 
tainly ſpring up in Tares and Thiſtles. 
What remains then but to teach them Vice? 
And Vice, moſt certainly they will be 
taught, if well diſpoſed Chriſtians interpoſe 
not to prevent it. Men of a ſerious Turn 
are apt to lament the Degeneracy of the 
World, and to complain of the Times they 
live in as worſe than any of the former. 
Without entering into the Conſideration of 
this, it will eaſily be granted, I fancy, that 
the Times are bad enough to need a Refor- 
mation; and that the preſent Circumſtances 


of 
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of the-Proteſtant Religion, and our own Si= 


ryation as a People, are critical enough to 
make us think ſeriouſſy concerning it. And 
where can the Reformation begin with a 


training them up to ſober Virtue and true 
Piety? If you would be holy,” ſay the 
fnered Books of the ancient -Perfians, © if 
qu would be holy, inſtruck your Children; 

& becauſe all the good Works they perform 
will he imputed» to you For the fame 
Ræaſnmalſoinſtruct the Children of the Poor. 


Scivice we oan du :to our Country is to people 
it witix a righteous-Offsping ; and he is the 


beſt; Patriot who is moſt in earneſt to pro- 


mate this Service-; perſuaded that the Hope 
and: Bleſſiag, or elſe the Curſe and Plague of 


the next Age, is depoſited: ir his Hands, art 
depends on a due Care to teaeh Children to 
hen tb Witey of th Lord; aud to do 7 
aud Fdgrents: (Gen, wilt. Nix.) x 


| 7 Tide Lab. ＋ C. W 


The 


fazer Probability of Succeſs, than by 
religious Care of young Children, and 


With regard to che preſent World the beſt 
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The Charity therefore recommended to 
your Support is a moſt rational and manly 
one; to provide for the religious Education 
of unhappy Children, whoſe indigent Pa- 
rents with their beſt Induſtry are unable in 
any tolerable degree to make this moſt ne- 
ceſſary Proviſion for them. And a moſt 
comfortable Charity it will be likewiſe to all, 
that in an honeſt and good Heart contribute 
chearfully to it's Support, eſpecially in that 
dark and gloomy Time when they are walk- 
ing through the Valley of the Shadow of 
Death. Riches profit not in the Day of 
Wrath. It will be ſmall Matter of Com- 
fort to you to recolle& in your laſt 
Moments in how fair @ Ground your 
Lot was fallen, what a goodly Heritage you 
are to leave behind you, and how much 
your Pofſeffions exceeded your Neceſſities. 
Death is to you an univerſal Wreck of all 
your Fortunes. You brought Nothing inta 
this World, and it is certain you can carry 
Nothing out; (1. Tim. vi. 7.) Nothing in- 
Vol. II. B b deed, 
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deed, but the Memory, and the Comfort 


ariſing from it, that in your Life-Time you 
did not confine your good Things to your 


own Enjoyment and Gratification, nor leave 
your poor Brethren unpitied and unaſſiſted 
under the heavy Load of their evil Things. 
When thoſe Expences, that were laviſhed 
on the Luxuries of Dreſs and of the Table, 
or diſſipated in Vice and Riot, are remem- 
bered with infinite Remorſe and Confuſion ; 
if you can look back on a wiſer Employ. 
ment of your Fortunes in feeding the hungry, 


inſtructing the ignorant, and clothing the 
naked Members of Jeſus Chriſt ; Hope will 


animate your Spirits, and ſupply the Cor- 


dial-Drop, thar-ſhall fill you with Conſola. 
tion in the Moments of Agony, even when 
you are failing. Whilſt the Earth- Worm 
feels himſelf periſhing without Hope; whilſt 
the voluptuous cloſe their Eyes in Deſpair, 


and open them no more but with the un. 


compaſſionate rich Man in the ſame Tor- 
ments; whilſt the ſelfiſh and hard-hearted, 


who had no Tear for Pity, no Hand for 


Charity, 


P 
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Charity, ſee Death tearing from them all 
their Fortunes, and dragging them to the 
Manſions of thoſe, who ſhall have Judgment 
without Mercy becauſe they ſhewed no Mercy; 


---Heaven, on the oontrary, will ſurely own 
the Friends of the Poor. Sweet Peace and 


humble Joy ſhall accompany them to the 


laſt. Thoſe heavenly Beings, who rejoice 
over the Converſion of Sinners, ſhall come 
and watch round your ſick Bed, ſhall tend 
your dying Couch, faithfully guard your 
laſt Moments, and with open Arms receive 
and conduct your departing Spirits into ever- 


laſting Habitations, 


For theſe awful Reaſons therefore forget 
not to do good and 10 diſtribute : Refuſe not 
to aſſiſt the poor and miſerable. Be merciful 


after thy Power. If thou baſt much, give 


plentecuſly ; If thou haſt little, do thy Diligence 
gladly to give of that little. (Tobit iv. 8, 9.) 
Very urgent indeed is the Caſe of the Chari- 


ty before you; to teach poor Children their 
Duty to God and Man, to breed them up to 
be uſeful Members of the Public, and Pro- 


B22 feſſors 
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feſſors of Chriſtianity, whoſe Converſation 
through your Aſſiſtance, and with the Grace 
of God, ſhall become the Goſpel of Chriſt, and 
qu alify them for the Inheritance of the Saints 
in Heaven, If you behold them with-Com- 


paſſion now, and mercifully impart to their 


Neceſſities; the Day will come, When you 
ſhall behold them again with Rapture and 


Triumph, even that great and awful 


Pay of Judgment, at which they ſhall ap- 
pear in your Behalf, and your Hearts fhall 


leap with Foy to hear that gracious Declata- 


tion of the Son of God: Inaſmuch as ye have 
done it to one of the leaſt f theſe my Brethren 
ye have done it unto me.---Blefſed Jeſus! See 
you not, how he loves the Poor? See you 
not, how he is concerned for their Welfare; 
how he is affied in their Afflittion, and te- 
Jorces in their Joy ? Ah Chriſtians! retnerti- 
ber the Judgment-Day Think often and 

ſeriouſly of this awful Trial of your Lives ; 
and reflect deeply on the Neceſſity of pt6- 
viding - yourſelves Friends to- plead in your 
' Behalf, and on the overwhelming Confu- 
ſion 
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ſion that will ſurprize you, when the poor 
Members of Chriſt, the hungry, the naked, 
the ignorant ſhall appear at the Bar of Judg- 
ment to confront you.--- Were they naked, 
and you clothed them not; ignorant, and 
you refuſed them Inſtruction - uneducated, 
and making themſelves vile, and you reftrained 
them not; 1 Beſtech you, Brethren, ſuffer the 
Mord of Exbottation ; what can you' urge 
then in defence of a waſting Luxury, or a 
falſe Frugality, which are no Pleas of juſt 
Excuſe, ſince from tlie one you ate very 
culpably unwilling, and from the other very 
criminally unable to anſwer the Demands of 
Charity ? Your AfMuence enables you to do 
Good: Is there no Guilt in neglecting to do 
it? Is there no Guilt in ſacrificing to your 
own Eaſe and Delicacy, what is due to the 
Relief and Inſtruction of Indigence and Ig- 
norance? You have enough, and more than 
enough for yourſelves: Is there no Guilt in 
ſpending your Fortunes in a Round of Fol- 
ly and Sin, unconſclous of every chatitable 
and tender Sentiment, while fo matty ute 

| wearing 
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wearing out Life in a ſad Variety of Diſtreſs, 
loſt in Ignorance, loſt in Vice, or dying 
perhaps of Poverty and a broken Heart? 
---Nay let us hope for better 7. bings, and 
Things that accompany your Salvation. Let 
me ſucceſsfully importunate with you to 
employ the Bleſſings of God in ſecuring 
your Acceptance with him, in mating 10 
pour ſelves Friends with the Mammon of Un- 
righteouſneſs ;---Friends, that will not leave 
you, when every other Friend, when Life 
itſelf muſt leaye you;---Friends that will 
ſtand by and ſupport you, when your 
Heart fails, and your Strength fails; and 
if you break off your Sins by Righteouſneſs, 
and your Iniquities by ſhewing Mercy to them, 
theſe are Friends indeed, that will be the beſt 
of Advocates for you in the Day of Judg- 
ment, and will moſt affuredly bring you to 
God's Preſence, where is Fulneſs of Foy, and 
at whoſe right Hand there are Pleaſures for 
evermore, the appointed Recompence of all 
| thoſe that have Pity upon the Poor, and keep 
themſelves unſpotted from the World. 1 
God 
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God of his Mercy give us the Grace 
to pity them, to put on Bowels of Com- 
paſſion, to do Juſtice, to love Mercy, and to 
walk humbly before him for the ſake of 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


SE R- 


* 


| 


PROVERBS Xxiii. 17, 18. 
Zet not thine "Heart envy Sinners; but be 
thou in the Fear of the Lord all the By 
long. eee * M2 REY 


Fer itn eee nd he Eu. 
e Reps off 


*. is "with 9 n no | Gall Di: 
couragement to Religion, that many 
wicked Men flouriſh greatly, and are very 
ſucceſsful in the World. When the ungodly 


proſper, have Riches in Poſſeſſion, and * 
Vor. II. Cc 


1 
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the preſent Pleaſures of Sin without any pre- 
ſent Puniſhment of it,---weak unſettled 
| Minds are too ſtrongly tempted to conclude, 
that. Virtue is an injudicious Choice; that 
they have waſhed their Hands in Innocency, 


and cleanſed their Hearts in vin. But let 
the Words of Wiſdom, let the Voice of 


Solomon prevail with us to ſuſpend our 
Judgment, till the Matter be carefully exa- 
mined. Preſent Proſperity is no Proof of 
abſolute Happineſs. The whole of a Man's 
Exiſtence is to be conſidered, before you 
can ſafely pronounce on the Goodneſs, or 
Badneſs of his Condition. Becauſe. Sentence 
againſt an evil Work is not executed ſpeedih, 
we are not therefore warranted to conclude, 
that there is no Difference in the Iſſues of 
Guilt and Innocence ;---that all Things come 


alike to all; or that there is one and the ſame 


Event to the righteous and to tbe wirkdg. 
(Eccleſ. ix.2-) The Criminal is reprieved 
but not pardoned. Let not thine Heart envy 
Sinuero; but be thou in the Fear of the Lord 
a the Day long. For ſurely there is an 


wa. 0 . F-- 
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End, and thine Expetidtion Hall not be cut 
5 e 


That it may be ſeen what little Reaſon 
there 1s to envy the Pleaſures and Succeſſes 
af bad Men, let us conſider ag 


| 1-—The utmoſt Advantages of a Lifeof 
proſperous Wickedneſs, ts 


2—-What Reaſon we have to be conſtant 
in the Fear of God; becauſe there is furely an 
End, and the Expectations of * Men 1225 
not be cut off. 


The "Oe of the Text are the Men of 
ſucceſsful Wickedneſs, who proſper in their 
Vices, and riot in the Pleaſures of Guilt: 
Men who pay no Homage to God, who 
neither remember him as the Giver of all 
Good, to whom their Thanks are due for 


every Thing they enjoy, nor as the Fudge of 


all the Earth, who all reward every one ac- 


cording 
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cording to bis Works : Men, in ſhort, who 
have forgot their Maker and their Redeem- 


er, 2 God is Gain, and whoſe Pleaſure is 


Now let it be ſuppoſed, /that theſe Sinners 

— 

by a Life of proſperous Vice 1 
ch 


all the Inſtances of Happineſs, whi 


World can furniſh the moſt extended 
Power, the maſt comprehenſive Poſſeſſion 
of Ri hes, whatever the World can give, 
or human Nature here enjoy.---And this, 
perhaps, may be thought a very fatal Con- 
» Poſſibly enough to bribe innumera- 
ble Chriſtians out of all their Virtue, and 


Religion. For indeed the great Body of 


Tranſgreſſors are contented to make Shig- 
wreck of Faith, and to fin at a much chea- 
per Rate, and cannot, hope to gain but ave- 
ry inconſiderable Part of this World in Ex- 
change for their Souls. But granting till to 
Sinners the largeſt poſſible Succeſs and Proſ- 


perity, there is much Reaſon to fit, and 
but very little Cauſe to envy them. I men- 


tion 
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tion not here the Inſufficiency of the World's 
good Things to fill the Capacity or Extent 
of our Defires ; and that to place our Hap- 
pineſs in this Life, and the Things af it, is 
wo place it, here! it never was, and never 
will be found. * take 7 no Notice, how of. 
ten Men employ theſe Things in the Pur- 
chaſe of Vice and Diſtempers ; how often i in 

-midft of Plenty they are ruined, and 
rendered miſerable by the Abuſe of it. Nor 
ſhall I detain you to obſerve, that thele good 
Things are frequently little more than the 
Shadows of Pleaſures, no ſboner ſeen but 
they art gone, und their Place is #0 where to 
be fam. For, to wave the Confideration 
of all this,” what is the utmoſt Latitude of 
earthly Greatnels ? What i is the Duration 
of preſent Pleaſure? Is it not confined 
within the Limits of the pteſent Life 7 15 
it not ſtraitened within much narrower 


Bounds? V0 not e Men often die to this, 
before they die to Nature?” You know, | 
ow Goll reproved the fond Worldling ; in 

the Parable : (Luke xii. 20.) Thou Fool | 


this 
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this Night fhall thy Soul be * of thee ;. 
then whoſe ſhall all thoſe Things be, which theu 
baſt provided ? But the Sentence may be 
brought much lower, and yet left ſufficient- 
ly loaded with Terror. Let God but ſay, 
this Night ſhall thy Health forſake thee ; and 
then what avail thy Riches ; what avails it 

to poſſeſs all that the World is able to give, 
whilſt you have Nothing i in the World that 


you are able to enjoy ? Diſpirited with Sick- 


_ neſs, and tormented with Pain; where is the 
Pleaſure of the Sinner that i is clothed in Bur- 
ple; or to what Purpoſe ſerves the luxuri- 
ous Table, but to reproach and diſguſt his 
loſt Appetite ? The Man cannot enjoy Plea- 
ſure but while he enjoys Health : And daily 
Experience ſhews, that Health i is not inſepa- 
rable from an Abundance of all Things ; 
that Sickneſs ſpares Gold Lace and Em- 
broidery no more than it ſpares the poor 
Man's Rags; and that the greateſt earthly 
Power is not more a Privilege againſt Diſ- 


caſes, than it is a Protection againſt the 
Grave. 


This 
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This however is ſaying all that cam be 
ſaid of ſucceſsful Wickedneſs ; that it may 
ſupply the Opportunities of Pleaſure, may 
raiſe an overgrown Fortune, or obtain a 
large Extent of Power. And yet, even in 
this moſt advantageous Point of View, cool 
Reaſon can perceive but little Ground to 
envy Sinners. And if proſperous Offenders 
feel daily the ſtrongeſt Evidence, . that 
Plenty is not Enjoyment, nor Power an Im- 
munity from Afflictions; what ſhall we ſay 
of the Rabble of Sinners, whoſe wicked 
Gains are incomparably leſs ? If they have 
not loſt all Senſe of Virtue, and ſinned 
away the Belief of a God, and a Judgment 
to come, they are ſure to get in the firſt 
Place a wounded Spirit, ſuch a Regret of 
Heart, ſuch Apprehenſions of an offended 
God ſpringing from a Senſe of Ingratitude 
for his Benefits, as change the ſweeteſt Ho- 
ney into the bittereſt Gall.---Go next and 
conſult the Goal and the Gibbet, what ſome 
gain by their Vices. Aſk others, how they 


get 
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get Rottenneſs in their Bones : How the 
Debauchee and the Drunkary came to live 
out but half their Days. Aſk what it is, that 
brings the evil Days towards us with a ſwifter 
Pace, and makes Life Labour and Sorrow 
before the Term appointed by Nature. But 
if through accidental Strength and Robuft- 
neſs of Conftitution ſome happen to eſcape 
the fatal Conſequences of Intemperance ; 
| yet what is the whole Amount of their 
Gains more than a Life of Brutality and 
Riot? Allow the utmoſt that can be allowed 
to theſe Things ; yet ſtill they muſt have the 
fame Limits as our Lives. And how ſhort 
a Duration is that ? When we depart bence 
and are no more ſeen in this World, Life and 
all the Diſtinctions of Life expire together. 
There remains no. Difference then bur that 
real one betwen the good and the bad, the 
virtuous and the vieious. - A good Con- 
ſcience is then the valuable Poſſeſſion: For 
God reſpects Characters and not Perſons, 
and will Judge all Men arcording to their 
Works.” : 


| This 
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{> my 


| This 8 me of the next Thin pe 


| poſed, which Was to conſider 


2. The Reaſons we have to be copſtane 
in the Practice of true Religion and Virtue. 
Let not thine Heart envy Sinners; but be 


thou in the Fear of the Lord all the, Day 


long. For furth there is an * and ur 
Expeflation ſhall not be cub off. 


It certainly makes a moſt i important Dif- 
ference in the. Account of Life, whether we 
ſhall die like Beaſts, or whether there be an 
immortal Spirit within us, that will ſurvive 


the Diffolution of our Bodies. For if there | 


be a future never ending State, the Plea- 
ſures and the Pains. of which exceed every 
Thing preſent ; then Reaſon writes it with 
a Sun-heam, that the longeſt Dyration 2 
ſerves the greateſt Care; that it is Wiſdom 


to diſpenſe with ſome preſent Inconveniences 
for an. eternal Felicity, and be willing to 8⁰ 


Vor. II. Da without 
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without the Gratifications of Wickedneſs, 
in order to eſcape the future Torments of it. 
For what Man in his Senſes does not ac- 
count it prudent to part with a little at pre. 
ſent for a much greater a 8. in Re. 
verſion ? = 


- e 


U | And ſurely there is an End. A Day of 
Judgment, a Time of future Recompence 
is fixed as certainly as it is appointed 10 all 
Men once to die. If we go to Reaſon, | 
will inform us that we are God's can 
Anil as we” are reaſonable Creatures, we 
are ſubject to the Law of our Nature, and 
are liable to give. a Reaſon of dur Ac- 


£ 


tions. 56 
A 383 

| Revelation adds new Light and Strength 
to Reaſon, confirms and PENG all the 


Hopes and Fears of Nature, and aſſures 
(Acts xvii. 31.) that God hath appointed th 


Day i in which he will "judge the IWarld i in Righ- 


teouſueſs ; and that, after this general Tudg- 
ment, the righteous ſhall enter upon a State of 
end- 


** 


, 
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5, endleſs Joys, and they that have done evil ſhall 
t. go away into everlaſting Puniſoment. And who 


will envy Sinners a temporary Enjoyment of 
unſatisfying meagre Pleaſures ; who will not 
rather pity and lament their . fooliſh Choice, 
who know that the Day is coming, when 
their lawleſs Enjoyments will add grievouſly 
to the Bitterneſs of eternal Sorrows ? When 
the Diſtinctions of this Life are at an 
End, and the Diſtinctions of the next 
begin ; thoſe who had their good Things here, 
and enjoyed them in defiance of the Me- 
naces and in contempt of the Promiſes of 
the Goſpel, will then feel a terrible Reverſe 
indeed, and be ready to exclaim in the An- 
guiſh of their Souls: What hath Pride profited 
us, or what have Riches with our Vaunting 
brought us? (Wiſdom v. 8.) No Height 
of Power, nor Exceſs of Wealth can indeed 
reſcue the Abuſers of Power and Wealth 
from the heavy Doom of thoſe who #ruft in 
. uncertain Riches, and forget the living God, 
. Their Lot in this World fell, perhaps, in a 
f fair Ground : But they abuſed their goody 
d- D d 2 Heritages 
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Heritages in every Way of Vice and Riot, 
in every Kind of Oppreſſion and Inſolence; 


or they femembered not the Redeemer of 
their Souls from Death: They lived wirhour 
Cod in the Warid, and made a Jeſt of Reli- 
gion ; of had however no juſt and ſerious 
Senſe of it, but walked in the Way of their 
Heart and in the Sight of their Eyes ;---for 
which Miſery at length becomes their Por- 
tion ;---Miſery both ſevere and endleſs, 
ſpringing from a Conſciouſneſs of the great- 


eſt Loſs, and a Senſe of the ſharpeſt Pain 
and thoſe ſadly aggravated” by the Remem- 


brance of paſt Pleaſure, and the Def) pair of 
all future Eaſe and Relaxation of their Tor- 


ments. . 


To the Evidence of Rraſon and Revela- 


tion let us add the farther Teſtimony of Ex- 
perience,  ' Experience will furniſh us with 


Proof abundantly ſufficient to convince us, 


that good Men have no Reaſon to endy the 


Choice and proſpetous Lot of Sinners. Will 


you have the Sinner's own Account of the 


Matter? 


11— 
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Matter? Go then, and vifit the Death-Bed 
of ſome ſucceſsful Profligate : Aſk him, 
what he thinks of Vice and Virtue now ;--- 
which he could rather wiſn that the Time 
paſt of his Days had been ſpent as it was, 
without any Feu of Gad or Ragaruto Plat, 
without Religion and without Shame, —or 
had been paſſed in the Ways of Virtue and 
Sobriety. Aſk him, what he now-deems of 
the Profits of à lucky Fraud, and with 
what Comfort he recollects the lewd Fro- 
licks, and the wild Riot of his Youth, In- 
ſtead of finding him delighted, chat theſe 
Things were his Choice; inſtead of ſeeing 
him contented, that he preferred the Friend- 
Hip of the World before the Favour of his 
Maker, or rejoicing, that he made Gold his 
Hope, and the fare Guld his Confidence —in- 
ſtead of this you will more probably find 
hun lamenting, that he has ſurvived all his 
Enjoyments z---y0u will ſee him loſt in hope- 
leſs Grief 5 wiſhing in the Agony of his 
Soul, and at the lame Time deſpairing, to 


ie the Death of the Righteous ;---chuſing the 
wearieſt 
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wearieſt Life, that Pain, Penury, and Sick- 


neſs can lay; on Nature, as a Paradiſe in 


compariſon of what he feels, and what he 
fears from Death. When the Pleaſures“ of 
Life < are paſt and gone, and the dear Price 
comes to be paid down” for theſe Things, 
* and our Souls are leaving this World 
to take Poſſeſſion .of that everlaſting 
Inheritance of Shame and Sorrow, Trj- 
© bulation and: Anguiſh, which we have 


purchaſed to ourſelves by our Folly,” 


---what ſenſible Heart can forbear to 


grieve over * that Bargain, which we have 


ſo ” madly“ made, but cap never be releaſed 
0 from: pI» F. * 


It is moſt certain, that the ſucceſsfulleſt 


Wickedneſs gains no more than the Plea- 


ſures, and Profits, and Honours of a very 


ſhort Life, that is meaſured by Days, and 
Years. But ſoon is this Seene to change, 


and quickly does another ſucceed it, ſo 


« unlike it, ſo oppoſite to it, that the ſame 


wy Riches are no Riches, the ſame Hoon 


+ 1 Tillotſon, Vol. HI, P. 634. 
c are 
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are no Honours, the ſame” Pleaſutes are; 
* no Pleafures, when that appears;%-+Q, 


could you borrow for a. Moment the Kno 
ledge of departed Spirits! Had you. but 


once taſted the Pleaſures of God's right Hand, 


the Joys of that State which the Wiſdom of 


the infinite? Creator -hatho*contrived; and 


his Almighty Power bath formed for 


the Happineſß of his Friends and People 
Or did you know by ' Experience, what is 
known now only in ſpprebenfion, but ſo felt 
in the Expectation, as to make all preſent 
Woe of no Account, when compared to it :; 
could you but ſee the Lake that burns with 
Fire and Brimſtone ; could you behold the 


Apoſtate Angels and Rebel Spirits that are 


weltring in it's Flames could you he 
their inceflant Wailings, and be Witneſſes to 


their inconſolable Deſpair you would want 


no Arguments to convince you, what little 
Cauſe you have to . Sinners, and what 
abundant Reaſon there is to be conſtant ix 
the Fear of God, to be ſtedfaſt and abomding 


- 
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zr his York, and to wait all the Days ef aur 


appointed Time in a Patient Continuance in 
Null ding, till tht. eee. as it n 
n { "7 72 F 22 3, 
© KW Rod: , 


"Theſe a are AS Truths, diſagreeable to 


fome Minds undoubtedly, but the more ne- 


eeſſary to be told for that Reaſon. If you 
have chaſte the goed Port, and are Jceking 


after it in the; {arneſtneſs of your Souls, 


there is then to yo no Bubje&, of Fear, 
If indeed/this-Caſc amhappily is nz your's; 
e on che contrary, vou have caſt in your 
Let wick Sina ra, i ved to ſhare in their 
Pleaſures, and to zake your Fate with them 
at laſt -u the Truth cherefore he ſup · 


Peace? Thi were wile and abominable, an 
a0 4e Lr en Cl apd Man, 


But he cannot be your Enemy ſurely, that 
earneſtly 


preicd2; Sia I in this Calc ꝓronlehß ſmopth 
Things? Shald propheſy Deceit 2. Shall .I ax 
Peure, when Cod and Reaſon ſay, lere is ad 


Wound God i che Tru wodld always per- 
int d do fey eve Thing that) is. pleaſing, 
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carneſtly warns you of your Danger. When 


you are walking in the Imagination of your 
own Heart, and there is but a Step be- 


ween you and Death, certainly he cannot be 
your Friend, who is filent, or who ſays, 
you ſhall have Peace, and no Evil ſhall come 
upon you. May God open your Ear to In- 
ſtruction ! May you ſee. your Danger, and 
fly from it! May you diſcern your. true In- 
tereſts, and earneſtly purſue after them 
May you confider your whole ſelves, your 
Souls as well as Bodies, and your whole 
Duration, not only in this World, but in 
the other, not only with regard to Time, 
but alſo to the End of Time, and the Days 
of Eternity !---May the Spirit of Chriſt's 
Religion poſſeſs our Heatts ; and may God 


- graciouſly enable us to prepare effectually 


for the End of all Things, ſo to believe and 
o to live, ſo to abound in the Works of 


God, that in the great Day of Trial we 
may be able to give Account of the Things 
done in the Body with Foy and not with Grief 
through the Merits of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


Vor. II. E e | SE Ra 


PSALM XC. 12. 


So teach us to number our Days, that w08 may* 
FO the better underſtanding of this 
Pſalm it muſt be remembered, that, 
when the Iſraelites in the Wilderneſs had 
nurmured againſt their Almighty Conducter, 
and provoked him by their Diſbelief of his 
Power and Goodneſs, God was grieved with 
that Generation, and the Hardneſs of their 
Hearts, and paſſed a Sentence upon all from | 


twenty Years old and upward, that they ſhould ; 
Ee 2 certainly 
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certainly die in the Wilderneſs in the Space of 
ferty Years. This Account of the Matter 
you read in the fourteenth Chapter of Num- 
bers: And upon this Occaſion it was, ac-, 
cording to the Opinion of the generality of 
Interpreters, that Moſes compoſed this ſo- 
lemn Addreſs to the Lord God of their Fa- 
thers. He paints in lively Colours the Short- 
neſs and Uncertainty of the human Life, 
comparing it to the fleeting Duration of 
Sheep, or to the ſudden' Fading of the Graſs, 
which in the Morning is green, and groweth 
up, bu; in the Evening is cut down, dried up, 
and withered. This is the Ground of that 
- ſolemn Prayer to God contained in the Text. 
---< Since the irreverſible Sentence is gone 
« forth againſt us, give us the Grace, Q 
God, to ponder it ſeriouſly. Few and evil 
* as our Days muſt be, inſtruct us to live, 


c ag becomes thoſe Creatures, whole Lives 
* muſt fo ſoon expire.“ So teach us 10 num- 


ber our Days, that we may apply our Hearts 
unto Wi __ OP) 
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{ Theſe Words may ſ Pug: to us 
I. —A ſerious > ps. in * Manner 


we are to number our 2 in order to learn f 
W i/dom. 


2.---What that Wiſdom is, which ſo ſo- 
lemn an Account of our Lives will teach 
us. | | | 


Conſider then the natural Uncerrainy , 
and precarious . Tenure of Life; and how 
eaſy it is to miſcalculate the Number of our 
Days. And this indeed is the. Source of 
Miſtakes che moſt fatal that can be. While, 
Men blindly reckon on the Certainty of 
Life, and boldly preſume that it's Duration 
will reach the largeſt poſſible Standard, 
what are uſually the dreadful Conſequences ; 
of this ? Men for the firſt Part of their 
Days too generally live at random, ſecure 
and. thoughtleſs of Nature's laſt Extremity. 
But bonerer ungrateful the Reflection on 
Life's 
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Life's Uncertainty may be to the young and 
the gay, yet, as no Mortal can foreſee, when 


God will bring his Days to an End, whe- 


ther Life and Breath ſhall remain one Mo- 
ment longer, there is but too much Cauſe 
to admoniſh them of their precarious Situa- 
tion, and excite them to a wiſe Uſe of the 
preſent Hours. Why indeed are you ſo ſan- 

gume in your Expectations of long and 
proſperous Health; that you ſhall live, as 
ſome have done, for threeſcore Years and ten, 
ob Poftibly to foirſeore Years, by reaſon of the 


Strength an@ Robuſtneſs of your Health ? 
If you look Backwards, and recall to your 


Thoughts your former Acquaintance and 


Netghbours; whit Lumibers do you miſs; 


Numbers cem of tho, wito kid as 2054 


or derter Heath, ſtronger Habits of it 


built ort a ſtronger Conſtitution and Strength 


of Body? A they gone, departed hence, 
art? fen nd more? And what Reaſon kath 
aff Marr to Hope apaiittft Tepe, and flatter 
hirfelf Welt the E pectatiom of grey Hairs? 


Is baue yo dee -yourg and robuſt? 
Go 


r e en ac oe #7 tho ©» ov Pow 
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Go then, and read over the Monuments of 
the Dead; and, if you find no Examples 
there of Perſons as healthful and vigorous 
cut off in the Bloom of Life, and in the 
Morning of their Days, then hope ſtill, and 
flatter thy ſelf, and fin on, till thy Judgment 
which lingers not overtakes thee. Is it, be- 
cauſe there are Inſtances of very aged Peo- 
ple, who have travelled to the ytmoſt Extre- 
mity of Life, and deſcended by eaſy Steps 
and ſlow into the Place appointed for all Men? 
But how many, alſo fell in the firſt Spring of 
Life, jn the Strength of Health, and the 
full Vigour of their Days; while they 
thought, Perhaps, as you do, of à long Re, 
ſerve of Years to come, wherein they might 
confider zndprepare for their latter End? If we 
ſeriouſly reflect on the Iſſues of Life and 
Death, how extremely uncertgin theſe are, 
how entirely i in God" $ Hand ;---the only ra- 
tional Concluſion 1 is to be virtuous betimes, 
and in every Period of our Lives to be zeſo- 


lanely and immoveabiy good, to ſeek our 
e N ok may 1 and 


to 
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to work out our Salvation with Revereice and 
Godly Fear. I 755 , 


2900. 


ent of our Days, --that by God's Mercy, and 
prear natural Robuſtneſs of Conſtitution, 


we may perhaps reach the very remoteſt 


| Verge of human Life. Long Health is yet 
no Reaſon why we ſhould live like Mad- 
men; and, becauſe we feel not the Infirmi- 
ties of Like, that we may therefore think 
ourſelves at Liberty to plunge into the 
Vices and Grimes of it. If God has bleſſed 
you with firm Nerves and a vigorous Con- 
ſtitution, will you forget him therefore, till 
the coil Days. come and the Years draw mgh, 
when you hall have 10 Pleaſure ? But ſurely 
this is the very Blackneſs of Guilt, to be 
evil becauſe God is good, and to in becauſe 


Grate abounds. And yet how uncertain, is 
the higheſt Luxuriance of Health ? How 
brief are it's moſt durable Pleaſures ? And, 
if we except the Pleaſure of being and do- 
ing Good, how little Truth and Sincerity is 

there 


But conſider next the utmoſt poſſible Ex- 
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there in the beſt of what is called earthly 
Pleaſure ? After threeſcore Summers the 
Clouds gather, the Proſpect lowers and 
darkens, and in a few more Years decrepit- 
Age has filled you with Rheums, and haken 
you with Palſies, and wounded your Spirits 


to a Degree, that without Innocency to pour 
in it's Balm upon the Mind is beyond the 


Power of all Patience to endure. 


And further, let Men carefully count 
their Days, and make a true Eſtimate of 
Life. Here, if ever, there is Need of Cau- 
tion to guard againſt the fatalleſt Self- De- 
ceit. Be the Period of our Days the full 
Sum of threeſeare Years and ten, ar fourſcore 
Years, if you pleaſe z it ſurely imports us 
greatly to conſider, how many of theſe Fi- 
gures are wiped out of our Sum, that poſ- 
ſibly the largeſt and beſt Part of this Period 
to moſt of us is already paſt and gone, and 
there remain only the Droſs and Dregs of 
Life, a few wintry Days more,---and then 
the Night comes, and we fink in the cold 

Vor. II. Ff Graſp 
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Graſp of Death. This is the End of all 


Men. Scarce are, we warm in the World, 


and, as the Philoſopher (Theophraſtus) com- 
plained, Juſt have ye learned to live in, 
when we. are ſummoned out of it by the 
infinite God, who baying for an appointed | 


Ti ime placed Man upon Earth turns him | again 
to Defrudiion, and d ſays,” — Reuurn, 50 ; Children 


v4 4244 


of Men, and give an Account of the Parts 
you have acted upon the Stage of Life. 


And laſtly, what i 1s Death, that cloſes 
the un 
tend the eds of our dying F riends, we ſee 
indeed after a ſevere DEE with a Dileaſe, 
that at laſt the Body becomes cold and mo- 
tionleſs. But for the x pititual Inhabitant--- 
who knows what becomes of that 7 4 Cloſe 


« ſhuts the Grave, nf tells a ſingle Tale.“ 


But though we cannot erplore this dark Paſ. 
ſage that connects the preſent and the future 
World, let us however froſti the daily Warn. 
ings we receive of our own ſwiftly approach- 
i Arn _ us learn at eat — . e to” 


8 % 
L $4 - o 


bs oe. Sh eo os Ya... ee 4 Co an, 


- of dür Day: S | 7 When we at- 
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prepare for! it. Each dying Friend and Ac- 
quaintance is a kind Remembrancer of our 
own Morrality.---Haſt thou loſt a Parent? 
Think then, to what Inheritance you are 
born, or what ſurer Legacy than Death a 
mortal Parent can bequeath. Haſt thou 
cloſed the Eyes of a dear Relation ;---of thy 
Friend that was as thine own Soul? And are 
not you formed of the ſame periſhable Ma- 
terials ? Does not the narrow Grave which 
hath, received them as ſurely expect thee ? 
_--Hath Death taken away thy Child, the 
Darling and Comfort of thy Life? He, that 
ſhould have followed thee to the Grave, is 
only gone before 10 prepare. a Place for thee, 
into which you alſo. muſt in no long Time 
deſcend.---The. Death of Friends is, in 
ſhort, a real Meſſage from Heaven, warning 
4us. to be likewiſe ready. For our Benefit 
they ficken; for our Inſtruction they die; 
to teach us to confider our laſt End, and ſp 
to number our Days, that we may apply our 
Hearts unto Wi dom. ba t 


Y * fx * .v 4 
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Let us us therefore confider 


2.— What that Wifdom is, which the 
Nutibtring of bur Dr ſhould reath us. 


Can it teach ur Jefs than. this, to > Tait 
ourſelves as Strangers and Pilgrims here, Paſ- 
ſengers upon the Road to the everlaſting 


World, into which, after a ſwift Flight of 


a few Years more, we muſt all enter, either 


into eternally happy Manfions, or into hor- 
rid and diſmal Abodes, into Scenes of Grief 
and Shame that ſhall never know an End? 


| Can it teach us leſs than the Wiſdom of be- 


ing religious, the Senſe of var manifold 


Guilt, and the Neceſſi ity of returning with 
the Prodigal to the gracious Father whom 


we had abandoned? Can it teach us les 


than ſerious Repentance, immediately to 
change our Service, Without heſitation to 
ariſe and go to our Father's Houſe, and lay 
ourſelves at the Feet of our deſerted Lord 
and Maſter, not one Day to continue in a 

; ty _ 
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State in which we ſhould be afraid to die, to 
be no longer impoſed upon by vain Hopes 
nor miſled by wild Deſires, but to bid an 
eternal Adieu to the bewitching Pleaſures of 
this World, and defer even the neceſſary Of- 
fices of Life, rather than delay to ſecure our 
preſent Peace and Safety, or neglect to work 
aut our everlaſting Salvation? 


There is indeed another Species of Wi/- 
dom too common among Men, not learned 
in the Schools of Death, not obtained by 
a ſerious Numbering of vur Days; dhe Wiſdom 
of this World 1 mean, the Miſdom of gain- 
ing Advantages by indire& and unrighte- 
ous Arts ; the Wi dom of making Proviſian 
for the Fleſh to fulfil the Luſts thereof ; the 
Wi ;/dom, or rather the Madneſs, of making a 
Mock at Sin, and baniſhing God and Reli- 
gion from our Thoughts. And if you aſk 
what the Gains of this Wiſdom are, it has 
Votaries enough to magaity, and extol them 
far above all Reaſon, and the real Value 


chat is in them. But the Truth, and the 
0 whole 
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| whole of the Matter is, that thoſe Gains 


are only ſome ſmall Acquiſitions, that can- 
not -give Peace to the reaſonable Soul, and 
| muſt ſoon be left behind. And as to any 


Enjoyment which this Viſdom obtains for it's | 


F ollowers, what is it? . Not a longer Life: 

very often 4 ſhorter,” as F one ſays, * be- 
ing cut off by their own Folly in the 
“ midſt of their Days. Not a healthier Bo- 
« E Rut generally * a more infirm one, 


« made fo by their own debauched and 


<« intemperate Living. Not a more ſatishe 
* Mind: But, on the contrary, a Mind 
cc very uneaſy for the moſt part, and full of 
** Perplexity.” In ſhort, the Fruits of this 
Wiſdom are really no more than © the bare 


* Perverſneſs, Nothing but the mere Jrre-- 


9 « gularity of thoſe very Pleaſures which real- 
ly and in truth are much” greater « Plea- 
© ſures when , ef with Innocence.“ 


+ Dr. Clarke vel m. P. 75-76; © © 


ſo 


S ERM ON XII. 223. 


Man, let it never be forgotten, Man 
hath in this World no long Duration. This 


1 ſay, Brethren, to uſe thoſe admirable, 
Words of St. Paul, (1. Cor. vii. 29-31,) 
this I ſay, that the Time is ſhort : It remaineth 


that they that werp be, as though they wept. 
not; and they who rejoice, as though they ro. 


jeiced not; and they that buy, as though they, 
peſſeſſed not; and they that uſe this World, as 
not abufing it; for the Faſhion of this Moria 
paſſeth away. For, in truth, whatever pre- 


ſent Advantages you poſſeſs, how great, 


how proſperous,” how reſpected ſoever you 
are to-day, yet, if you mult ſhortly die, all 
this is but the Pomp of an Hour, a theatri- 
cal Grandeur that ends with the Play, and 
returns you to the Duſt: again, out of 
which you were Wender taken. 


But, win we gather Wiſdom from the 
Shortneſs of human Life, let us learn a Leſ- 
ſon alſo from it's Uncertainty ; that is, the 
Neceſſity of working. the Works of him that 

ſent 


- — — 
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ſent us into the World, while it is Day. If 
we would not have God reje& us, we. muſt 


though in a much inferior Degree, yet how. 


ever in ſome Degree, and proportionably to 


our imperſect Powers, we muſt be able to 


ſay, as the bleſſed Jeſus did, Father, I have 


gloriſied tbec au the Earth; I have finiſbed the 


Work which thou gaveſt me to do. In the 


condition of Life in which God hath placed 
him, every Man may know how far this 
Obligation extends; namely, to be ſober 


and temperate, 1 do Juſtice, and love Mercy, 
and al humbly with Cod. And what a 
Camfem will it be, in that dark and gloomy. 
Time when you are walking through the Val. 
ley of ihe bade off De(h, ta have this Teſti- 
aum of your Conſcience, that you have fulkill-, 
edthe Will of God? But in arder to this let 


me once more remind you, that we muſt be 


good Huſbands of our Time; not adjourn. 


ing till the Morrow what may as well if not 
better be done To-Day; punctually dif: 
charging the whole of our Chriſtian Duty, 
and doing Goed in the Manner St. Paul di- 


rects 


re 
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rects us, ꝛ0bilſt -we Baue Opportunity, while 
we are / mereifully ſpared, and God allows us: 
Health and nnn Lade © gat 


rhe 1 
Nr t . „0H geb 'agrit . 


Some, it is to be fodendl ſame there vill be 
after all, whom no Advice can "influence, 
whom no Danger will alarm, no Arguments 

perſuade to Be in 'eartieſt; ind viouly" to 
0 hat all at laft will Wilk t 
find the Favbur and Acceptance f God. 
There art infatuated People in the World, ; 
the Slaves of Paffon und the Servints'of 
Sin, that neglect to number their Days, © ai . 
who deſpiſe the Miſdom, wilchi the Shortneſs 
and Uncertainty of Life Suh "£0 bete 
them. What can work" upon theughtteſs, 
ſtupid: Minds, or pefſuade Men that ars 
grown giddy with Pleaſures which the Gta 
of their Lives. hath forbidden? Unhappy 
Creatures, who hãve Reaſon to no'Purpole, 
and for whom Chrift Hed * van“ alk! 
tell you once more, that + you know not Wen 
the Time ig ;. that all are not favoured 
with Warnings of approaching Diſſolution, 

Vol. II. G g and 
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and that it is as reaſonable to prefume-upon 
the longeſt Life as the Arrival of ſuch Warn- 
ings ? Shall I beg you 10 conſider, in what 
Way many depart hence and are no more ſeen; 
- how: ſome are hurried away by violent 
Diſtempers that extinguith - the Light of 
| Reaſon 3 how others. are diſpatched by Ac- 
cidents, which deſhyoy. in an Inſtant; and 
how others fall by various kinds. of ſudden 
Death, which unexpectedly commits the Budy 
ta the Ground, agg. ſends the immortal Soul 
into the World of Spirits? But if thoſe aw- 
ful Truths have no Influence on thoſe, in 
whom an evil Heart of Unbuief prevails, and 
who are hardeuad through the Deceitfulneſs of 
Sn, let us however learn this IM dom from 
numbering our Days, from conſidering ho- 
many have periſhed in the Paths of Wick- 
edneſs at a Time, perhaps, when they be- 
gan to be ſenſihle what Way they were in, 
and were poſſibly intending to forſaleo it, 
| let us learn this Miſdom. to live in conſtant 
| Preparation, md to, wait in a patient Conth+ 
nuance in well. doing all the Days of aur ap- 


pointed 
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pointed Time till our Change come. Bleſſed is 
that Servant whom his Lord ſhall find ſo wiſely 
employed. May this be the ſerious Purpoſe 
of us all : And may God's Grace enable us 
in the faithful Execution of this Purpoſe to 


be ſtedfaſt and unmoveable, and always abound- 


ing in the Work of the Lord, foraſmuch as we 
know that our Labour is not in vain in the 
Lord. 
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55 211 wh ko, 1 is  27*7 n en 
I is appointed unto Men once to die. 


PHE Parallel drawn i in this Chapter be- 
tween the Prieſts under the Law, and 

ur bleſſecl Redeemer Jeſus Chriſt, is prin- 
5 deſigned" to ſhew the ſuperior Efficacy 
of the Sacrifice and Death of Chriſt above 
the Offerings | made by the Law; that, as 
the latter hay not Aale him that did the Ser- 
wvice"perfet 4s pertaining | to "the Conſcience, 
1 Blood of Chrift, who through the eternal 
4 Pirit "offered bimſelf without Spot to God, 

F bavi ng 
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baving purchaſed eternal Redemption for them, 
is able, on the contrary, to ſanify Chriſ- 
tians, and Purge their Conſciences from dead 
Works to ſerve the living God. This ſhews 
both the Neceſlity and Poſſibility of Holi- 
neſs, that we are as well enabled as obliged 
to cleanſe ourſehves from all Filthineſs of Fleſb 
and Spirit. With the ſame Eye to the Puri- 
fication of our Hearts and Lives it imports 
us to conſider what we are told in the ſame 
Chapter, that the new Teſtament, or Goſpel- 
Covenant, was confirmed by the Blood of 
the Son of God. An awful Ratification 
ſhewing at onde, that the Puties it commands 
are to be kept ſacred and inviolable, and 
that i it $ Threategings as well as it's Promiſes 
will be punctually executed. In ſhort, if 
Chrif was once affered 10 bear the Sins 4 . 
w; if this Oblation is not do be ropeated; 

if Nothing after this remain but his ſecopd 
Appearance at the. laſt Day for the Saluatian 
of thoſe that wait for him by @ patiew. Cont 
nuance in well-doing ;---hence 3 i follows that 
there is but one Way. and one appointed 
r Time 
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Time for the obtaining God's Favour and 
Acceptance. The only Way is to embrace 
and improve the Graceof God offered to us by 
Jefus Chriſt ; and the only Time is the Time 
of the prefent Life, ſince it is appointed to all 


Men once eo the but u un! the Fadg- 
ment. 


. p - „ 
; *} # 4 1 E x # 17 
19 N . 2 0 A 4 


| We * * arfived by the Mercy ar God 
to the Cotielufion: of the rar. Let me 
therefore addreſs; you To· Day on the Con- 
cluſion of Life. And as there are high Pro- 
babilities that ſeveral of us ſhall not ive to 
{ce the End of another Year, conſider witch 
me, I beſeech you, wich the Seriouſnets that 
ſuch a Salden. . 


+ r it i b appointed. in all Mn ance 
to die, 


1 ” * 4. 1 i 0 4 
$3 CL "x $4320 \ 4 . 
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all who diſobey the Gaſpel. 


3. — The. blifful Lax of thoſe mbo tie 
in the Lord, 


i S 4 
* | p Nothing 
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ts s p 


- Nothing is more certain than Death Tu 


no, Truth ſo obvious -1 to every Man' $ daily 


814 


. and Obſervation. It requites no 
Reaſoning, no Deduction, no Meditation 


for Men to diſcover to themſelves, that they 


muſt Thortly quit- all Connections with this 
Life. You ſee daily, that we are all tra- 


velling to the Grave, each of us following 


his Neighbour : into a new. undiſcovered 


World. And were Death indeed, what 
the Poet calls it, only landing on ſome 
© ſilent Shore, beyond the Roat of Tem- 
- peſts and the Reach of Danger; that which. 
is deemed the Jait; and moſt terrible of all 
Evils, fo far from an Evil, would be in 
reality the infallible Cure of all others. But 
from Scripture alone can you leaf the true 
Philoſophy of Death. It is a Sentence, 
which the diving f 2 e guilty 


20 bn A T 


Where Billows never break, nor Tempeſts roar . 


© Exe Gul feel the Hendiy slot, th o cf. 
A 


Creatures; 
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Creatures; from which if Enoch and Eli- 
jah were excepted, it ſhews not only what 
might have been the happy Lot af every 
Son of Adam, if Adam had not ſinned, but 
moreover that now God will never mare dic 
penſe with that Law, which dooms Man who 
is Duſt to return to Duſt again. 


Death in itſelf is a Separation from all the 
Things of this World, from the Profits, 
Honours, and Pleaſures of it, from Ac- 
quaintance, Relations, Friends, from every 
Thing, in ſhort, that conſtitutes the preſent 
Life of Man. It is to have the Canals of 
pleaſurable Senſation all obſtructed and fro- 
zen up. It is to be no longer heard, no lon- 
ger ſeen, and ſhortly no longer thought of. 
It is to go hence (as the Pſalmiſt expreſſes it) 
into a Land where all Things are forgotten. 
All this indeed even Nature itſelf might re- 
concile us to. Such is our preſent imperfect 
State, ſo prone to Wickedneſs unleſs the 
Proſpect of an Hereafter check and reſtrain 
it; our Sufferings in it ſo many and great ; 
Vol. II. H our 
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our Pleaſures ſo inſipid by Repetition; that 
Death, conſidered alone, would be a Con- 
ſummation to be deſired.- But Death is 
ſomething more than the mere Ceſſation of 
our preſent Being: © It is a Deciſion for 
« Eternity.” According to the good or ill 
Employment of our Time, we muſt be ei- 
ther everlaſtingly happy; or the Anguih 
of a recoiling Conſcience, and the Torment 
of the Fire that never ſhall be quenched, will 
be the bitter Ingredients of eternal Puniſh- 
ment. So that to one who has forgotten 
God and made a Mock at Sin, © the wearieſt 
e and moſt loathed worldly Life, that Pain, 
„Age, Penury, and Impriſonment can lay 
<.on Nature, is a Paradiſe,” in compariſon 
of what he has to © fear from Death.” This 
Meſſenger of God, the Moment it arreſts 
the difobedient, immediately configns him 
to the Miniſters, of Juſtice. There is no 
Reſpite, no Reprieve. Souls departed out 
« of | theſe earthly Bodies” have {till all the 
Capacities of Happineſs or Miſery, © are 
neither dead, nor aſleep till the laſt Trump 


and 
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and general Reſurrection, but ſtill alive and 
« awake. Our Saviour Chriſt affirms, that 
they all live to Gad; the Meaning of which 
« ſeerms to be this, that they who are” de- 
parted hence © are dead only to Men here 
e upon Earth, but neither dead unto'them- 
« ſelves, nor yet to” their Creator; © their Life 
not being extinct, but only diſappearing to 
« us, as they have left this Stage which we 
continue to act upon.” + The future State 
therefore, and the Nature of it as a State of 
Reward or Puniſhment, commences with the 
Expiration of the preſent Life. And in the 
Place where the Tree falls, there” ſhall it be: 
(Eccleſ. xi. 3.) And in the Inſtant it can be 
truly ſaid of a Man, he is dead; it may be 
added with equal Certainty, his Lot is de- 
termined before God ; he is accepted, 'or re- 
jected for ever. For it is appointed to Men to 
die but once: And after Death there is 20 
more Sacrifice for Sin; no Way, or Hope of 
Eſeape; no Poſſibility of working out our 


Salvation. 
4 Dr, Cudworth's Intel. Syſt. p. 799. 
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11 it di certain that all muſt. * our ab- 
ſolute 1s10pance of the Time when is equally 


certain. We know not at all, at What 
Hour our Lord will come, and call ust 
anſwetr for our Behauiour. God, who hath 
for an .apÞoihted Time) placed us upon Earth, 


will, when he pleaſes, turn 45 again to De- 


rutiion, and ſay, Rerum, ys Children of Men, 
and give an Account of the Parts you have 
acted upon the Stage of Liſe. In the Days 


of Touth and Vigour we entertain ourſelves 


with various fine Proſpects, and are amuſed” 
by a thouſand: flattering Schemes. But 


Death ſteals unperceived on the pleaſed Vi- 


ſionaries, and ſuddenly we ſinł into the cold 
Graſp of the ghaſtly Tyrant. So certain is 
Death; ſo uncertain is the Hour of it. 
There is not a Day in which you may not 
receive the irreverſible Sentence, that will 
for ever place you beyond che reach of Sor- 
row, or beyond the poſſibility of Gomfort. 


6 


Are 


f 
l 
5 
j 
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Are theſe” Reflexions juſt? Are they really 


important to mortal Creatures ? If all muſt 
die, are not all equally intereſted to play 
this laſt Stake of Life well, and prepare to 
die the Death of the Righteous ? But alk your 
own Hearr, whether in your preſent State 
you are really willing, and believe yourſelf 
fit to leave the World. And here no Man 
need be at a Loſs, that will deal impartially 
with himſelf. What does your own Con- 
ſcience anſwer ? What does it reproach you 
with, and ſay you are deficient in ?---To be 
ſenſible of the infinite Importance of dying 
in Peace with God,---to know that every 
Hour I am liable to the mortal Wound,--- 
and to find myſelf not actually prepared for 
this tremendous Criſis of everlaſting Life | 
and Death; ſurely this is enough | to give 
Activity to Indolence, to make Preſumption 
ſhudder, and 40. e all Mon to hy 


For 
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in- } | * | moms «+ 
For conſider, I beſeech you, 


2 * 
J +15 f 


2. How deplorable is the End of thoſe, 


whom Death ſhall ens in Diſobedience 
to o the 1 4 3 


And here let me tes the calm Attention. 


of thoſe, ho ſeem ſen ſible and convinced 
of this, and Thew ſome Concern to avoid a 
Fate ſo miſerable. Thou art juſt in thy 
; Dealings, regular and aboundihg in all the 
Offices of devotional Piety and yet guilty, 
perhaps, of many Breaches u pon the Duty 
of Self-Government, addicted to Intempe- 
rance and filthy Luſts. But alas, what Juſt 
Grounds of Terror to all that know their 
Duty, if they venture nevertheleſs to con- 
tradict it in their Lives, if they profeſs the 
Fear of God, and yet do not walk in his 
Ways ! When fuch a Man comes to ſtand on 
the Borders of the Grave, he finds Trouble 


and 
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and Heavineſs indeed, and the Sorrows-of 
Death compaſs him about. Whither ſhall he 
go for Aid and Comfort? To God? But, 
on the contrary, it is the Thought of God, 
of that Being who ig ef purer Eyes than to 
bebold Iniquity,---it is the horrible Dread of 
God, that overwhelms him. Should you 
labour to inſpire him- with Truſt in God's 
Mercy, you will prove but miſerable Com- 
forters; and there will remain, after all, a 
melancholy Darkneſs upon his Mind, an 
Uncertainty of his eternal Condition, a Re- 
membrance of his Duty embittered by ſad 
Reflexions on his manifold Tranſgreſſions of 
it, a Fear of God's Judgment that oppreſſes 
him with Affliction, and Diſmay, and Hor- 
ror of Conſcience. There is indeed no ſure 
and certain Hope in Death to any that do 
not give all Diligence to make their Calling and | 
Election ſure. Haſt thou lived without God in 
the World ? Be fore thou ſhalt die without 
him, in Stormsand Tempeſts. Haſt thou ſerv- 
ed God by halves, almoſt a Chriſtian, but not 
altogether 


240 SERMON XIII. 


altogether ſuch as he will accept and reward ? 
Thy Death ſhall partakein the Uncertainty of 
thy Life: Clouds ſhall hide all Hope from 
thee, or ſhew it butin an half, uncomfortable 
Light at the Time when thou wanteſt the 


fall Support of it, when thou art walking 


through the Valley of the Shadow of Death. 


It is indeed a general Maxim, almoſt uni- 


verſally verified, that the Colour of your 
Life will have an Influence on your laſt Mo- 
ments, and either brighten or deepen the 
Shades of Death. You muſt wall blameleſs 


in the Commandments of God, if you wiſh to 


die the Death of the Righteous, and enjoy 


3.— The happy Lot of thoſe that fall 


aſleep in Jeſus. 


And a Privilege this is the moſt valuable 


that can be, and deſerving our beſt Dili- 
gence to obtain. Precious, ſays the Plalmiſt, 
in the Sight of the Lord is the Death of bis 
Saints. (Pſ. cxvi. 15.) Such an one leaves 

the 


dl a ö Om co 
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the World in Peace, untormented by any 
Remorſes of his own Mind, which are ofteit 
more bitter than Death itſelf. Inſtead of 
quirting the prefent Scene with Reluctance, 
he is thankful to God for releaſing him from 
the Fetters of the Body. He feels what the 
Pſalmiſt felt, and can ſay with the ſame Sin- 
cerity and Trarifport;---JYhow have 1 in Hea- 
ven but thee, and what is there upon Earth 
that 7 defire in compariſon of thee ? Let Death * 
wound and Kitt "my Body ; ler it vex and 
roſs me with/all it's Stogths ; fare I am, that 
at laſt the Tempeſt will dring me into God's 
Preſence, 6 to the x Jon” Heve where I wiſh . 
to be. 

Men may devote themſelves to the World, 
fall in love with it's Pleaſures, and think it 
good for them to be here. But the inexorable 
Enemy wilf come neverchelets, and put an 
End to all their Schemes, ſtrip them of all 
their Poſſeffons, and turn them out of the 
World without a Ray of Comfort, when 
God ſhall ſay, thou Fool, thy Soul i required 
Vor, II. Ii of 
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of thee, Very, different i is the Death, as ve. 
ry different was the Life of him, who dies 


with the Teſtimom of a good Conſcience. . He 


dies the Friend of God, in the Arms of 
his Creator. He paſſes from a State of 
Holineſs here to a State, / where Death, and 


Sin, and Sorrot are no moe. Truly Light is 


ſewn for the Righteous an. Slade] 4 = | 


Upright in Heart, 


It may be neces, Si” to | make 
Apology to ſ ome for r diſcourſing on ſo grave 


a Subject. Why ſo much Talk-of Death, 


and why ſhould we diſturb ourſelves, and 


make Life uneaſy by the T Thoughts 
of dying ? 


* 


And I ſhall reply to this in the Words of 


a pious + Writer ;---that © were there no 


Hurt and Danger in it, this were” ſurely 
mere Spite and Ill- nature; and, fo far 


from giving you any Interruption, I would 


I Dr. Sherlock on Death, P. 163. 1.40 
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0 leave you to enjoy che Comforts of Life 


« ſecurely; to live on as long as you can, and 
et Death come when it will without ** 


looked fon K l 


But i ling Brethten, what Advice 
| would you. give a Man that is walking on 
the Edge of a, Precipice? Shall he look 
carefully before him ;--or will you malicious 
ly bid him to wink hard, and ſtep on boldly ? 
Is the not ſeeing his Danger the ſureſt Way 
to eſcape it? In the midſt of thoſe Arrows 
of Death that are perpetually flying about 
you, it is poſſible nevertheleſs to baniſh the 
Thoughts of your laſt End, and you may 
ſtifle, if you pleaſe, the Anguiſh that ariſes 
from a Conſciouſneſs of Guilt, This will 
indeed deliver you from your Fears: But 
can it likewiſe deliver you from your Dan- 
ger ? It is juſt as if you ſaw yourſelf expoſed 
to the Gunſhot of innumerable Enemies, 
and as your beſt Defence ſhould think only 
of ſhutting your Eyes. But Things are 


ſtill the fame, whether you attend to them 
I[i2 " 30 
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or not, of too ſtubborn a Nature to be 
ſubdued by a: ftrong Fancy ;-+-and, When 
you leaſt think of it, chere may be bal a 
Step between you and Deſtruction. Are you 
unprepared to receive the Summons of this 
Meſſenger of: God, that will lead you to his 
Preſence, and ſubje& you to bis Judgment? 
'Fhen be afraid; tremble, : as you juſtly 
max. This is, and ought to be, the daily, 
the conſtant Object of your deepeſt Seri- 
ouineſs,---to remember that ir 4s appointed to 
all Ad once 40 dit, but after this the Fudg- 
mnt, God's exadt,” impartial Juſtice that 
will render 10 al according to their Works,” 
This chereſtre let us inſtantly. and earneſtiy 
Prepare for, by Aenying Ungodlineſt and worldly 
Tals, and exbrriſing ourltlyes always to have 
a Conſtiente void of Offence towards Ged, and 
fewer Aan. 

T oil with the affectionate Wiſh 
of Moſes. O that you © were toi fe, that 
you; well underſcol the ihfinire Neceſſity 


and 
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and Importance of this, that you would 
deeply conſider your latter End, 


God give us the Grace to do fo for 


the ſake of his bleſſed Son Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. 


SE R- 


| i 
| 
1 
4 
| 


FOTSTIET TEE 


- HeBrews ix. 27. 


It is appointed unto Men once to die, but 4 
this the ane. 


1 my laſt Ditours together with 
the Year on a Subject relating .to.the 
Concluſion of Life. The Uncertainty of 
our Continuance here, the deplorable End 
of thoſe who have forfeited their Chriſtian 
Hope, and, on the other hand, the happy 
Departure of < every Man that falls afterp in 
Teſs, w were the Heads upon which 1 2 
ed 
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your ir Meditation.---Suffer me now to hd 
this, where the next Life itſelf ſhall com- 
mence namely, with that Judgment 
which 1s the tremendous Conſequence | of 
Death.” And this I mall endeavour to ex- 
plain by conſidering 


I The departed Soul's Appearance be- 1 


* — 3— — 


fore the Majeſty of the infinite God. 


2.---The Examination i it mut paſs under 
his all-knowing Inſpection. Z 


3.—The eternal RejeQion of it, or it's 


Admiſſion to everlaſting Blifs by the impar- 


tial Se of e ane 3 
1 


© Judgment js the F ohower of Death; And 
the Moment in which the Soul quits the 
Body, it appears in the Preſence of God. 
There will indeed 07 the Vindication of the 

Ways of God to Man, at the final Con- 
ſummation of the World there will be a ſo- 
lemn Day of univerſal Judgment held, be- 
fore 


pT. > Kea vo. aac. aa 


moos A+ 
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fore which ſhall be gathered all Nations; when 
every Soul of Man ſhall receive a more pubs 
lic and ſolemn Sentence, and a fuller Deter- 


mination to-Happineſs or Miſery, according 


to the Nature of his Life. Of this the 
Scriptures are full. And from them if we 
go to the Book of Realpn, which is likewiſe 
the Book of God, we ſee there alſo juſt and 
affecting Grounds of the ſame Expectation, 
Let any Man but conſult his own Bo- 
ſom, and it will tell him in the plaineſt Voice, 
that 4 Being made capable of giving Ac- 
count, may juſtly be called to Account; 
that a Being ſenſible of Duty to a Superior 
in one Courſe of Action, and of Sin and 
Diſobedience in another, muſt certainly owe 
a Duty to God and to the World of Fellow» 


Creatures around him. And the God, that 
formel him thus diſpoſed and capacitated for 


tainly recompenſe the Diſtreſſes of it; if he 


hates Vice, muſt certainly puniſh the Prof. 


perities of Vice, and finally adjuſt and ba- 


Jance the fveral Lots af good and bad Men, 
You. II. 4988 — and 
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Y ies 


250 s E R MON XIV. 

and rectify the Inequalities of their preſent 
Circumſtances and Situation. But before 
this awful Cloſe of the Scene of Nature, 
it is, I think, certain, that immediately af. 
ter Death there will be a Sentence which the 
departed Soul muſt undergo, a preſent De- 
termination of it's Fate, and an immediate 
Allotment to Happineſs or Miſery. 


And there needs no remote Excurſion, or 
long Journey to this Tribunal of divine 
Juſtice, Whilſt you live in the Body, God's 
Spirit 1s ever preſent with you, about your 
Bed and about your Path: And whenſoever 
you leave the Body, die, where you may, 
you will ſee in the ſame Moment God's infi- 
Nite Eſſence ſurrounding you, and preſent to 
demand an Account of your Actions. In 
what Place ſoever you give your laſt Groan, 
your Soul ſhall inſtaritly find itſelf under the 
infinite Eye of your Creator, comforted by 
his Acceptance and Favour, (if you ſought 
your Peace in the Redemption that is in Chrift 
Zeſits,) or frozen into Deſpair by his Frowns 
and Rejection. | 


Suppoſe 
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Suppoſe then your laſt Moment ended, 
that the mortal Diſtemper has torn you 
from the Embraces of the Body, and placed 
you in the Preſence of him who hates all the 
Workers of Iniquity : What mult be the Fate 


of thoſe that have rebelled againſt their Al- 
legiance, and trampled on the Laws of Hea- 


ven; who deſpiſed God's Goodneſs 5 and Long: 
Suffering, and, when God gave his only begot- 
ten Son that whoever believeth in him ſhould not 
periſb, inſtead of obeying dim that ſpeaketh 
from Heaven, were to every good Wark repro- 
hate, and in their Actions denied the Eord that 


bought them? Can you now hide yourſelf 
from the Unie Inſpection of Providence ? 


Can there be any Reſcue from the Hands of 
the living God ? If thou haſt made Man thy 
Confidence, and feared thoſe only who can kill 
the Body, there is naw to your C onfuſion 3 10 
Help in them. For no Man may redeem his. 
Brother, or make Atonement to God far bim. 
Befriended as you may be, whilſt you live, 
by the greateſt and powerfulleſt of che Sons 
"'Kk2 of 
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of Men ; ſupported and favoured by all the 
Wiſdom and Wealth of this World; yet, 
when the Limits of the Grave are paſſed, 


unleſs you. have lived the Life of the Righ- 
teous, your former Connection s, inſtead of 


availing you then, will only add to your 


Remorſe, and aggrayate your Confuſion | in 
the Preſence of that Being who accepteth not 


the Perſons of Men. Your charitable Neigh- | 


bours, your afflicted Friends may conduct 
you. to the Grave, but there they muſt ſurely 


leave you, ſummoned into the Preſence, and 


expecting the Award of God' 8 Juſtice, that 
will regard, Nothing but the Life you have 
lived, and will render to * Man according 
to bis Works, 


How awful and aſtoniſhing is this Situa- 


tion! How dreadful to thoſe who have de- 


ſpill ed the Goodneſs, and defied the Tuftice of 


God; the Haters of ſober Thought and ſe- 


rious Virtue ; who walked i; in the Way of their 
Heart, laughed at Religion, and made a Mock 
at Sin! How eaſy and happy will e Tef+- 


* 
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mony of a good Conſcience make you in this 
important Hour ! How bleſſed will you be, 
if you can on Recollection poſſe/s your Souls 
in Hope from the Conſciouſneſs of having 
ſeriouſly believed in him whom God Bath ſent, 
and made it the conſtant Practice of your 
Life fo do Juſtice, to love Mercy, and to walk 
humbly woith God! If you have not eaten 
with che Glatton, nor drank with the Drun- 
len; if you have wronged us Man, defrauded 
no Man; if you have regularly diſcharged 
the Duries of Piety, praying to God with 
your Families, taining up your Children in 
the Way that they ſhould go, conſtantly Bal- 
lowing God's Day, and praiſing him in the 
public Congregation ; if indeed you always 
feared God more than Man and ſought the 
Kingdom of God and bis Righteouſneſs with 
more Earneſtnefs and Concern than what you 
ſhould eat and what you ſhould drink, and 
wherewithat yott might be clothed ;---blefſed, 
infinitely 5 He then ae all they that fear the 
Lord and have wake fs his Ways.” | 


But 
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| But t, on che contrary, ſhould there (which 
God forbid but ſhould there) at the Con- 
cluſion of your Days remain Nothing but the 
Memory of a Life ſpent | in Vice and Riot, 
in the Contempt of eyery Thing that is vir- 
tuous, and in the Practice of every Thing 
which God has forbidden; ſhould you come 
before the dread Majeſty of your Maker 


| without any Comfort of Hope ; when you 


ſee yourſelves in his Hands, who is going to 
allot your Portion according to the good or 
evil Employment of your Lives, ſhould 
you in this Criſis of your eternal Fate ſee 
Nothing upon a Review but a Forgetful- 
nefs of God, a Contempt of the Mercies 
offered by his bleſſed Son, a cold Uncon- 
cern about him, as if you thought Scorn of 
the Blood of the Covenant, no Duty, no Love 

to him who bought you at ſuch 4 Price, No- | 
thing but Profanation of his Sabbaths, Pl 


vicked and vain Uſe of God's Name, jeſt- 


ing at inſtead of reverencing Religion, ſpurn- 

ing and refuſing inſtead of honouring God's 
GER with what Confuſion of Face, 
| and 
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and Dejection of Soul will you appear be- 
fore the infinite Judge of Quick and Dead. To 
come into the Preſence of God in order to 
give Account of a Life ſpent in Diſobedi- 
ence, and Contempt of him——O my Bre- 
thren who will then be able to hold up his 
Head ? Why do not Men think of this, and 
prepare to meet their God, whilſt God allows 
them Opportunity for it, and Grace to aſ- 
ſiſt them in it? And the Danger of being 
ſurpriſed by Death, and turned into the 
Place of Torments with the People that 
forget their Creator, is ſurely ſufficient, at 
leaſt if Men are in their Senſes, and think at 
all, to awaken all their Diligence, and per- 
ſuade them to work out their Saluatian with 
Fear and Trembling. 


For 10 


2.---The infinite Conſequence of your ap- 
pearing in the Preſence of God, and the 
ſtrict Examination you muſt paſs under his 
univerſally ſearching Eye. 


In. | 


— — — — — 


28 4 Chriſtian enlightened by that Revela- 
tion which more plainly and effectualhy 


or Love of Men, or from a Love and 
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In that Day will your Life be reviewed 
throughout. From the firſt Moments of 
Thought, from the firſt Uſe of your Rea- 
"fon, there is not a ſingle Wiſh, or Word, 
"not a fingle Action, not even a ſingle Omil. 
fon of any Duty, which you muſt not 


ſtrictiy account for and juſtify. Every Cit- 
cumſtance oft Ignorance that would extenu- 


ae, of poſſible Knowledge that would ex- 


creaſe your Guilt, will be carefully examin- 


ed and exatily recompentd... As a Man 
informed by Reaſpn and natural Conſcience; 


teacbes me i dem Ungodlineſs and worldly 


Luta, aud 10 liue ſober, and righteous, and 
- godly in the Morid; in both theſe Capacities 


and Relations I muſt account for the ſeveral 


Talents committed to my Improvement . 
And every Reaſon which induced me to Ac- 


tion, whether ſpringiog folely from the Fear 


Reverence of God, will be daichy ele, 


and impartially conſidered, 
if 
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If you doubt the Poſſibility of this, con- 
ſider, I beſeech you, what is poſſible to the 
Omniſcience of your Creator ; -and what 
may be the Knowledge of departed Souls, 
that will in all Probability know Things in a 
very different Manner from what they do at 
preſent, and ſee at a ſingle Glance the whole 
Conduct of their Lives collected to a Point. 
God from the Moment of my Birth had me 
always in his Eye. Known unto him are all 
his Works from the Beginning of the World. 
And he can, no doubt, recal at once, and 
in a Moment flaſh upon' the Mind, the 
whole Syſtem of our Lives, and, as the Pſal- 
miſt ſays, reprove the wicked and * before 
them the 7. ings that they have done 


An Examination, moreover, that will car- 
ry full Conviction along with it! As the 
Eye of God, and the Conſcience of Man 
accompany him in every Action; theſe at 
once are Witneſſes of every Thing done i in the 


Body, whether it be good, or whether it be evil. 
Vol. II. LI And 


238 s. ER MON | XIV. 
And what a Spectacle will this be to thoſe 
who are Lovers of Pleaſure more than Lovers 
of Cod, Which no man can avoid, for it is 
God who ſets the Spectacle before him, 
and, if it be black over with Guilt, which no 
man will be able to excuſe, becauſe his Con- 
ſcience will force from him David's ſhort, 
but ſevere Confeſſion ; I have finned againſt 
the Lord! h my Brethren it will then be 
too late, let us therefore make the Confeſſi- 


on now: Let us acknowledge our Guilt 
with! deep, Contrition, and unfeigned Repen- 
tance; imploring i in the Earneſtneſs of our 
Souls that God for Chriſt's Sake would for- 
give us 4 that is paſt, whillt it is poſſible 10 
flee from the WWrath ia come. For when Death 
Has laid His Tron. Hang upon us, there is no 
Repentance i in the Grave; and to ſay then, 
that we have ſinned, would be only the Lan- 
guage « of incurable Guilr, and inconſolable 
Deſpair. Let us now in the accepted Tims 
ane Day of Sabvarien hearken to the Voice of 
Conſcience, and, according to our Saviour 
Jefus Chriſt's affectlonate Advice, let us 
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gree with this Albi ſary quickh whilh \ we orc 
in the Way with him, If he ſhould deliver us 
to the Jacke, and the Judge deliver us to the 
Tormentor to pay the Debt of divine 1 uſtice 


in everlaſting 8 . 77 Teeth. 
EE, | 


3.---The Sentence to be pronounced in 
the awful Judgment, which is the tremend- 
'ous Conſequence of Death, wilt either enti- 
tle you to everlaſting Bliſs, or doom you to 
the eternal Miſery” Prepared 4 the Devil and 
der, wal 


A Sentence . chovete not ry public, 
nor in it's Conſequences ſo eompleat, as it 
wilt be in: the unlverſal Judgment of the 
wkole Race of Mankind, that will be, ne- 
vertheleſs, as ſtedfaſt at leaſt, and as irre- 
verſible to the full. True Chriſtianity knows 
Nothing of Purgatory, and the Relief of the 
dead by the Prayers of the living. God 
will judge you by the Things done in the Body; 
and hat he has determined on your moral 
Character, either for your everlaſting Hap- 

L12 pineis 
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| pineſs or Miſery, that God will never alter.— 
What is it then that Reaſon writes, with a 
Sun-beam,---which Conſcience in the loud- 
eſt, plaineſt Language ſpeaks? That ſurely, 
which you read in Job; (xxviii. 28.) Unto 
Man, he ſaith, behold the Fear of the Lord, 
that is Wiſdom ;, and to depart from E vil 3 ic 
Underſtanding. Wo TAs 
Would you fully compretiend the Truth 
of this, and know the Madneſs of deſpiſing 
this Wiſdom ;---then forget for a Moment, 
that you are now in this Place, and i imagine 
that you ſtand before the Pndement-Seat of 
God,. that your Trial is begun,---that your 
Lives are examined, and, in concluſion, 
that God pronounces the horrible Sentence; 
---Depart from me, 3e Curſed. What a 
Flaſh of Vengeance] What a Clap of Thun- 
der What a Sentence of everlaſting An- 
| guiſh and Deſpair l- To depart from God, 
to be eternally baniſhed from God, - curſed 
with the Curſe of God,---without a Poſſibili- 


ty of Reconciliation, without Hope of 
- Comfort 
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Comfort, or Way to eſcape the Danmation of 
Hell !---Was I born, -was I baptized, have 
4 profeſſed myſelf a Chriſtian for this; that 


I ſhould forget God, and deſpiſe the Goſpel, 


and be doomed at-laſt to ell i in devouring 
Flames !---Bleſſed be God] this is but a mere 
_ Suppoſition. And bleſſed are all they who 
amend their Lives, and o think and act, 
that this Suppoſition may never become to 
them a certain Fact, and an unalterable 
| Reality. 


9 7 o " 9 : 4 
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And ors would you believe thoſe, who 
are the Miniſters of God to you for Good, who 


know and declare to you the' Terrors of the | 


© Lord; would you be perſuaded to break off 
L your Sins by Righttouſneſs, to do no Taiquity, 
to do no Violence, to honour God's $ Sabbaths, 
and reverence his Name and his Sanbiuary, to 
be ſober and temperate, to be merciful to the oor, 
and live in perfect Charity with all Men; in- 

ſtead of the dreadfi ul Sentence,---Depart. | ye 
* Curſed, (and which I devoutly beg of God 
may never be your Portion!)——how com. 


fortable 


p uw wu” 
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\> idle; On lie Other HAfd, how llskul 
2voutd be the cblefted Welcbme, which every 


- "*fhhcefe $eivatit of Jeſus Chrilt, When he tie 


" BA of 104 Rig Bliotis, and eines into the 
pfeſente of God, mall welt” Certainly | re- 
, ee yl die good and faithful Ser- 
9 dan, Tha haſt bits faule, over a few 272 
Tun Aber Ruler ber ma wy 9 17 
ny . i thaw into tte of iy Bi a 6. ones | 
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God of his infinite Mercy grant this to be 
the Portion « of every one of us. And give 
us, gracious Lord, the Wiſdem of Religion, 
ſo to live, ſo to work out our Salvation, ſo to 


+ Prepare, for this awful Judgment, that we 
may give Account of the 7. | ings done in the 


Boch with Joy. and nat with Grief, i in this 
| _ great Day of Trial, for the ſake of Jeſus 
Cgriſt our Lord, to whom with the Father 


: and the Holy Ghoſt, the one ever - bleſſed 


God, be aſcribed, as is moſt due, all 
Honour and Glory both ;now and for 


18 | Seer 
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